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Der Diakonissen-Freund 


Vierteliahresfarift des Diafoniffen-Miutterhanfjes in Philadelphia. 


Sanuar 1922. Nammer 1 


32. Sahrqang. 


Den mit uns verbundenen Wtutterharfern der Natfers- . 
Iwerthen RNonfereng, jowie allen Brenden unjercs Wtutter- 


Hautes tetlen wir hierdurch mit, daBunfere berehrte und Ticbe 


wran Oberin 
Schw. Wilhelmine Dittman 


am Weitwocd), den 25..Sanuar, gur ube de8 Volfe3 Gottes 


cingeben durfte. 


Noch) ant Sonntagmorgen gubvor war fie im Gottesdienft, 


trogoem ihr eine {were Crfaltung hart zujebte; am MWbend 
jtellte der Wrat Lungenentgiindung felt und icon am weitt- 
wochmorgen, furgz vor elf Ubr, hatte fie iberwwunden. xm 
Sonnabend unt 2 Whr nachmittags, fand in unferer Rapelle 
der Begrabnisgottesdienjt jtatt, worauf die entjeclte Hiille 
auf dem Woodland Briedhot neben unjerer erjten Oberin, 
Schm. Marie Kriiger, ihre lekte Rubheftatte fand und dem 
Auferftehungsmorgen entgeqn harrt. — Naheres wird das 
nadhjte Seft des ,,Diafontijen-greund”’ bringen. 

Cin groper, fehmerglider Verlujt hat uns getroffen. 
Wir beugen uns darunter als unter Gottes gewaltiqe Hand, 
Die auch wieder aufrichten fann, und empfehlen uns der Fitr- 
bitte aller Breunde und Wutterhaujer. 

om Iamen deg Direftoriums und der Schwejtern|dhaft: 


~~ 


©. J. BSahmann, Kaftor. 


i) 


py f) licqg in Deinen Brieden$handen, 
ic Da rubht fich’s gut. 
| 


Die twwerden alles jelig twenden: 
Was want mein Mtut ? 


Sch Lteg in Deinen Briedenshanden, 
Die fubren’s aus, 

Dic werden mir d'e Hilfe jenden 
Sn Herz und Haus. 


Einjt tragen mich am fel’gen Ende 
So janft und mild, 

Sn’ Vaterhaus die treuen Hande: 
Dann ift’8 erfullt. 


So will ich mich denn ftille faffen, 
Sch bin ja Dein, 

Dich will ich rubtq walten lajfen, 
Ble'b’ Du nur mein! | 


—_—__—___{—»-¢-—_____- 
Unjere Chrijtfeiern, 


Das liebe Weihnachtsfeit brachte uns wieder recht freudenreide 
Tage. Obgleich wir elf bejondere Seiern haben, find diefelben doch 
jo verjchiedenartig, dapZ bis gur legten das Wnterejfe unbermindert 
bleibt. WUeberall prangten prachtig gejcjmitcte Lannenbaume, alle 
im eleftrif{ehen Lichterglang faum weniger reizend alS im Rergen- 
Licht. Unfere gropen Hallen, %2mtsjtuben und RKranfenfale maren 
gejehmiicft mit Guirlanden und finftlicen Poinfetties, deren 
blutrote Blatter fid) wundervoll verbanden mit dem dunflen Griin 
der Bweige von Tannen und Stechpalmen. Oiejen Schmucf berdanfer — 
wir Serrn Mtetdinger, der feit mehreren Nabhren aus freien Stiicen 
diejen Beitrag 3u unjerem Weihnachtsfefte (efert. 

Sdon am Donnerstagnacdhmittag, den 22. Dezember Hatten wir 
unfere erfte Seier. 8 waren die Reinjten unferer Kletnfinder}dPule, 
die mit Wort und Ved uns dte frohe Bot}chaft verfiindeten. Wm 
Whend feierte die Lanfenau Schule, deren Vortrage m deutjdher und 
englijder Sprache die Serzen mit danfbar frober Anbetung erfillten. 
Dem Chriftfind als Danfopfer wurde am Schlup eine KNollefte erho: 
ben zum Beften des Syrifden Waijenhaujes 3u Serujalem. Wim yret- 
taqgnadmittag mar in allen Rranfenjalen des Lanfenau Hojpitals et- 
ne furze Sejtandacdht mit Xunj{prade, welche die Rranfen, darunter viele 
Suden und Religionslofe, von dem in feinem Lichtglang ftrablender 
Chriftbaum hinwies auf Chrijtum, das Licht der Welt. Wm Whend 
war die Chriftbefcherung von iiber 80 Sungfrauen, der Pflegerule 
md am folgenden Nadmittag um bhalb dret Uhr die Betcherung der 
Wrmen in der Poliflinif de8 Hojpitals. Da fafen fie betfammen, 
Eltern und Kinder, Europder und Xmertfaner, Schwarze und Weife, 
alle in gemeinfamer Mot verfammelt um da8 Rindlein in der Krippe, 
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bor dem fein Wnfehen der Perfon gilt. Sie wurden natiirlid) noch 
reichlicher bedacht al8 die Rranfen im Gaufe und mit Rafao und 
Backwert bewirtet. 

Um biter Uhr am bl. 2Xbend war die Chrijtfeier im prachtig ge. 
idmiucten Rinderhotpital. Dte fleinen Batienten hatten ihre Vteder 
und Sprite jo gut gelernt, dab e3 eine Luft war und fie am fol- 
genden Lage bet der VBefuchsitunde das ganze Programm gern zur 
oreude ihrer Eltern wiederholten. Go etwas Hatten diefe nicht er- 
wartet und mance waren davon tief geriihrt. Um fiinf Uhr gings 
gu den lieben Wlten, die um den groBen Chrijtbaum im Betfaal ver- 
fammelt waren, und um halb acht Whr fand fich die SauSgemeinde 
gur Whrijtbetper ein in der Rapelle; nur vom Licht der Rergen er- 
Hellt, die jedDem Cintretenden gereicht wurden. Darauf folgte direft 
die VBejderung der Schweftern, Xergte und anderer Glieder der Wut. — 
terhausfamilie. Bet dem Hauptgottesdien{t am Chriftfeft hielt uns 
Vajtor Gaul die Predigt und im WAbendgottesdienjt, der bejonders 
fiir unjere YUngejtellten ijt, wandte fic) Brof. Offermann an die Ge« 
mueinde in betden Sprachen. Yachher verfammelten fic) die MXnge- 
{tellten unter dem Chrijtbaum im Betfaal und fangen etliche Weih- 
nachtslieder und 3um Schlub trug der Wrion Wtannerchor unter Let- 
tung jetne$ ticdtigen Dirigenten mehrere gut gewablte Volfslieder 
funjtgerecht bor. Stir diefen Genub fet dem Verein nocdmals an die- 
jer Stelle gedanft. Den Schlup bildecte cin deltgottesdientt in der 
Landsjprache ant Xhend de8 3weiten Chrijttages. Gewip, cine reiche 
oulle, aber auch ein bunter Wechjel und, Gott gebe 8, etn retder 
und bleibender Gegen! 


Neifeberidjt von Paftor Bachmann. 
(Gortjeging ) 


&he ich den Bericht meiner 1m Sommer 1920 gemadten Curo- 
pareije zum Wbjchhip bringe, mup itch mein Verjprechen etnlojen und 
noc) die religidjen Sujtande in Deuti{chland beriihren, die fiir unjere 
Lefer ja bon bejonderem Snterefje find. Obmwohl meine damals em- 
btangene Cindritcle nun jon anderthalb Yabhre guritc datieren, find 
fie deShalb faum veraltet; die Grundziige der firdliden und reli- 
gidjen Lage find diefelben geblieben, nur haben fich jeither die Gegen- 
fage noch bericarft und find mance damals gebegte Sofinungen 
auf Befferung letder nicht erfiillt worden.  Wteine Veobachtungen 
madte id) in Verbindung mit den mir geftellten Xufgaben, denn twie 
fic) die Vejer erinnern mogen, waren firdlice Bnterefjen die Ver- 
anlajjung meiner Reife. Bunach{t jollte ich an der erjten tnternatio- ' 
nalen luthertjden Mtijjtonsfonfereng, die vom 12. —15. Sult im Leip- 
ziger Mtiffionshaus auf Xnregung de National Lutheran Council 
tagte, alS Dolmetfder tei{nehmen, dann mit den Behsrd& der theo- 
logifd@en Geminare in Rropp und in Sreflum, die etrwwaige Verjchmel- 
zung diefer Lehranjtalten beraten; ferner alS Vorfiger de8 Wus{chuj- 
{eS fiir Snnere Wtifjion unferer Kirche mich uber den Stand der Yn- 
neren Mtijjion gu informieren juchen und bejonders auch als hieliger 
Diafoniffenpajtor modglichit vielen Mtutterhaujern dritben die aufrich- 
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tige Teilnahme unjerer Kirde perjonlich beftatiqen. Budem waren 
mir noc) andere Y2Xuftrage gemworden, die ich nach dem Wtape meiner 
Beit und Gelegenbeit mit fiibrenden Perjonlichfeiten erledigen follte. 
Gewif ¢in uUberaus retches Programm fur dte fieben Woden, dic 
abgejehen bon der Geeretje, mir zur Verfiugung ftanden! Dagu war 
e3 mir auc) unmoglicy, einen Neijeplan gu entwerfen; ich erfubr je- 
dod) jo fichtbar Gottes Lettung und Beijtand bis in die Cingelheiten 
Hinein, daB ich tatiachlic) mebr erreichte al8 nach vorberiger Berech- 
nung moglich gemejen ware. So wurde dann dic Meije mir gu einer 
wunderbaren Glaubensftarfung und anderen auch zum Gegen. %b- 
gejehben von dem bunten Weehfel, welchen die Netje mit jich brachte, aut 
der ich uber dDreibig Stadte in der furzen Beit bejuchte, war jeder Lag 
jo retc) an Gindriicen und Begegnungen von Bedeutung, dafy ich in 
dem Mahmen diefes Vericdtes aus der Hille nur etliche wiedergeben 
fann. 

Nut dent religidfen Gebiet fommen bejonders folgende Tatfadhen 
in Betrad)t: 


1. Die Trennung von Kitdhe und Staat. Dieje Trennung, 
bon dem neuen NeichSgejeg angeordnet, bewegte ticf die Gemitter 
aller firdliden Rreife, mit denen itch in Verithrung fam. Wtandje 
begritften diefe Trennung nut Sreuden, hatte ic) doc) jchon auf einer 
fritheren Reife Pajtoren getroffen, welche diejelbe Herbettwiin|dten; 
viele jedoc) jpraden nur nut fe)werem Herzen davon. Gelbjtver- 
ftandlid) jtellt der tiefgreifende Verluft ftaatlider Stitgen Hohe gyor- 
derungen an Glaubensfraft und Gelbjtentjagung und gebt wenig- 
{ten$ auf Seiten der Rirde, deren Wirfungsfreis und Cinkinfte be- 
dDeutend zujiammengeichrumpft find, gang gu fdweigen bon Scdhwin- 
den threr Yattoritat, nicht ohne Seelenfchmerg ab. Dennod) jreite 
id) mich als Glied ciner Breifirde aud) auf den Gegen der rerheit 
bom GStaate hintweijen 3u fonnen. Unleugbare Tatfade ijt e8 dod), 
day Chrijtus die Kirche gegriindet hat als Breifirde und dak fie als 
folce in Den erften dret Sahrhunderten ihre Weuerprobe in blutigen 
Verfolqungen bejtanden und den Sieg itber da8 vom Staat geftitbte 
Heidentum erlangt hat. Warum ein gejunde$ Rind, da8 fchorn felbjt- 
‘ ftandig laufen gelernt hat, bon fetnem bvierten Sabre an gwingen an 
Rriicden gu gehen?  Mimmt man diefe nun nach) Yahraehnten, tt 
natiirlic) der Rorper fo berwshnt und gejchracht, dah langere Bert 
und beharrlidje Willensfraft notig ijt, die Glieder wieder gu frafti- 
gen und an ifren normalen Gebraucd 3u gewohnen. Go ware aud) 
dieje UebergangSperiode fiir die Kirche jchon unter fonjt ginjtigen 
Verhaltniffe jcérer; bet dem politijden, finangiellen und jittlicen 
Sujanunenbruc) des deutidhen Volfes bringt der Uebergang jedod) eine 
{chiwere es, um die andere. 8 handelt fich ja nicht allein unt die 
CExijtengmittel, die der Staat noch nicht ganz entzoqen hat, noa) um 
die neue Organifation, twelcher die Kirche gur Wusiibung ibres gott- 
lidjen Yaftrags bedarf, noc) um die Yejtitelung der KRirdengliedjdhaft 
in diejen vberworrenen Verhaltnijjen, fondern auc) um die Wabhrung 
bon greiheit und Recht der Rirde gegeniiber einer feindfeligen ‘Ke- 
gierung, unt die Mbwehr Roms, das planmabig und mit ,,qrofR 
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Macht und viel Lift” ebangelijdjes Cigentum an fich gu retben und 
evangelijmen Cinflup gu untergrabern fucht, und um Sichtung und 
Rlarung der verjcjiedDenen Elemente innerhalb der evangelifcen Rir- 
che jelbit. Der Geift deS Umjturges hat auch auf die Iteugeftaltung 
der Rirde erngemirft. Wtan lent fich auf gegen da8 alte ,,.Von oben 
herab” de8 Rirdenregiments und wablt in die Landesfynoden durch- 
weg zwei Laien auf einen Baftor. Was mic) noc) mehr befremdete 
it die Tatjacde, dak felbft angefichts der jiingjten Ereiqnifje, da fic 
Die rinere Weiffion mit ihrer Wnjtaltsarbeit geradezu als cine Schub- 
webhr der Rirdje bei den blutigen WXufftanden bewahrt hat, die Kirche 
den Bajtoren an Wnftalten und fon{t im Dtenjte der Ynneren Ntiffion 
nicht die gleicjen Rec)te der Gemeindepfarrer 3uerfennt, obmwobh! dte 
Unjtaltspfarrer diefelben StaatSpriifungen bejtanden haben. Diefe 
Wusnahmejteling madjte c3 dann moglid, dak 3. B. ein einflubret- 
der Wnjtaltspfarrer al8 ,,ate’ in die LandeS{ynode gemabhlt wurde, 
wie er mir felbjt ergahlte. Die StaatSfirde trieb ja offiziell iiber- 
Haupt fenerlet Mtiffion und ftellte mob! auch deShalb die im Mtiffions- 
dienjt ftehHenden Paftoren nidt den Gemeindepfarrern gleich. GSoffent- 
Tic) wird das in der Sretfirde bald anders. 


2. Der Kampf um das Befenntuts fdnitt ttef etn und erreqte 
die Gemitter aller Rreife. Ito) ftanden im Gommer 1920 Verfaj- 
fungSfragen tm Vordergrund. Yn BWiirttemberg und Bayern lag 
Die vorge{dhlagene Verfajfung zur Begutadtung fcdon qedrucit vor 
und fab man mit gejpanntem Sntereffe, bejonder8 in Bayern, weti- 
teren Verhandlungen entgegen. Bn Sacdjen und Preupen war man 
iiberhaupt nod) nidt fo weit. Die Enticheidung der Srage ift nicht 
jo leicht wie mancer in unjerer hiejigen Iutherijden Kirche fich vor- 
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jtellt, ob die greifirdye eine Befenntnistirde tm ftrengjten Ginne fein | 


jollte oder eine, die ver{chiedenen theologi{dhen Iidtungen Raum bie- 
ten fonnte. Sn Tegterem Balle entiteht natitrlich fofort, die Brage, 
wie weit Bugitandniffe gemacht tocrden ditrfen. ,,zyreifirde’, ,,Be- 
fenntnisfirde”’, ,, Bolfsfirde’ find 3u Gcdlagwortern gemorden. Yu 
Diefen Rampf giwijden Liberalen, die doch jelbjt feinen Widerfprud 
ertragen, und Orthodoren, denen BefenntniStreue uber alles gebt, 
werden alle religiojen Rreife Hhineingezogen und gibt es erhtkte Ge- 
miiter und blutende Herzen. GSelbjt unter den bemupten Lutheranern 
gibt e8 eine jtreng fic) abjondernde Gruppe unter der Bubrung bon 
dem ,,Lutherifden Bund’, defjen Verjammlung in Cajfel ih am 12. 
Mugujt beitwohnen durfte mit reticent Getwinn und aufridtigen Dank 
fitr da8 toarme Entgeqenfommen; und eine weniger jtrenge und be- 
deutend gablreidjere Gruppe, die in der ,,WMgemeinen Lutherifden 
Ronferen3” vertreten ijt, mit deren Vorfiger, Brof. Shmels, ich in 
Leipgtg Mitcfprace nehmen fonnte, war doch das General Rongil mit 
Diejer Nonfereng verbiunden und im beften Cinbernehmen getwejen 
bi8 den Vutheranern innerhalb der preupifden Union der Cintritt in 
die ,,cngere Ronferen3z” geftattet wurde. Die Verhandlungen dariiber 
waren nod) nidt gum Wbjdluk gefommen al8 d5a8 General RKongil 
aufging in die Vereinigte Lutherifde Rirde. Und dod, fo brennend 
und tief gretfend diefe Befenntni8fragen arch find, ftehen fie felbjt 
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heute nod) nicht im erjten Treffen. Wie bei aufricdtigen Patrioten 
die Garteifampfe guriicftreten, jobald der fremde Beind das ganze 
Land bedroht, jo gtlt e8 auch heute, in allen erniten chriftlicen Rret- 
fen moglich[t gefchlojjen jich gegen die duberen Seinde der Kirde, ja 
aller Religion, 3u twebren. 

(Schluk folgt) 


Unjer Schiwejternrat. 


Cine Meuerung, die alS Fortichritt in der inneren Organtjation 
deS Mtutterhaujes bezeichnet werden mu, ijt die Wahl eines ,,Schwe- 
jternrate3”’ an Stelle de8 bi8her bon der Direftion ernannten Rates. 
Derjelbe befteht aus fech$ Diafonijjen, von denen jabrlich gwet aus. 
{chetden, refp. 3u wablen find auf drei Sabre. Reine darf langer als 
jechS Sabre hinter einander dienen, doc) mag fie {pater wieder in Den 
Hat qewabhlt werden. Diefer Rat verfammelt fic) wenigitens monat- 
lich, oder Ofters nach Bediirfnis, einberufen von der Direftion, Bajtor, 
orau Oberin und deren Gebilfin, um mit diejen dte wichtigeren yra- 
gen 3u befprechen, die da8 innere Leben de$ Mtutterhaujes und dite 
Verwendung der Schwejtern betreffen. 1S ermablte Vertreter der 
Schweftern tallt die Stimme des Hats bei allen Ent{deidungen {cdwer 
in8 Gewicht, haben fie jedoch anderjeits gugleic) die Bylicht, auf die 
gewijjenhafte Wusfiihrung jettenS der Schweftern 3u acdten und ibren 
Cinflug dabin geltend gu madjen, da das innere Leben der Schwe- 
jternjchaft gefdrdert und am Bejten der Traditionen des Wiutterhaufes 
treat feftgehalten werde. Sn der Schwejternfonfern3g am 31. Oftober 
turde zur Ueberrajdung der meijten Schwejtern dieje Iteuerung 
bom Pajtor im Mamen der Direftion vorgejdlagen und jofort gur 
Wahl urd Stimmygettel gefchritten ohne irgend welche Yamen in 
Vorjdhlag gebracht zu haben. Das Ergebni’ war: 2 Sdhweftern vom 
Mutterhauje, 2 vom Lankenau Hojpital und 2 von der Schule, wo- 
durch alfo das alljcitiqe Verjtandnt8 fitr dite verfdiedene Zweige un- 
jerer WUrbett gefichert ijt. Gemwabhlt jind die Schmeftern Yulie Vterg- 
ner, Marie Noenefe, Eljfe Dodenhof, Mtargaret Sdhiider, Wlice griHer 
and Grace Lauer. Von einem bejonderem WuSfchup der Schwejtern 
in Beratung mit der Direftion wurden Regeln und Richtlinien em:- 
‘pfoblen and bon der folgenden Schwetternfonferengz angenommen. 
‘Dieje Meuerung hat fich fehon jebt als eine fchagen8merte Hilfe und 
(Entlajtung der Direftion bewahrt und wird fic) gewif im Laufe der 
Beit alS ein Segen fiir unfer Haus erweijen, befonders fiir die be- 
treffenden Schweftern, die nun mehr al8 je gubor einen Cinblicee in 
die Lettung dc3 Mtutterhaufes erhalten und fic) threr Gerantwortung 
bewupt find. Der Verwaltungsrat hat diefe Neuerung einfttmmig 
gut geheiBen. Gott felbft aber wolle un8 alle durd) Seinen Geift re- 
gieren und da8 Werk unferer Hande fordern gu Seiner Chre und Gei- 
ner Rirdhe Wohl. | 
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Unfer nenes Blatt. 


Shon fett Sabren haben mance Freunde uns nabhe gelegt, ein 
Blatt wie unferen ,,DOiafoniffengreund’ in der Landesiprade heraus 
au geben, um damit auc) in den englifd) redenden Rreijen der KRirde 
werben gu fonnen. Der lebtjiahbrige Berfuch, der fic) auf etwa adt 
Seiten al$ Unhang zu dem deutfdhen ,,Diafoniffen-greund’ bejdrant- 
te, hat die Wufgabe nicht geloft, lehrt dod) die Erfabrung, dab fein 
awettpracdiges Blatt ein Erfolg ijt. Mtit Sanuar diefes Yabhres joll 
mun ein acdtteitiges Blatt vierteljabrlich alg he Deaconess Yteffen- 
ger” pon unjerem Wlutterhauje jeinen Grup hinaus tragen in die uns 
nabejtehenden Rreife, die in deut{cher Sprache nicht erretcht werden 
fonnen.  Derjelbe Cab, freilid) ohne den Titel, wird fedoc) dem 
/ diafoniffen-greund” beigefiigt werden, damit aud) deffen Lefer, die 
im nun fdjon fo viele Sabre treu geblicben find, in einem Umijchlag 
gugleid) beide Blatter haben, die fich inhaltlich wohl berithren mogen, 
aber durchaus nicht decfen. 

Den alteften Freunden wird der Vitel ECrinnerungen tween an 
die ecite Bliitezcit unjeres Wtutterhaufes, da jdjon der jebige Ober- 
tirdenrat D. Cordes-Leipgzig, damals hiertelb{t Bajtor, ein englijdes 
Blatt 1m Sntereffe unferes Haufes herausqab, unter Vtitwirfung bon 
Brof. D Spaeth und Fri. C. W. Endlich bon Reading, Ba., unter 
ahnlichem Vitel, “The Messenger”, Das Blatt ging jedod) bald wie- 
der ein, trokdem e8 eine folch titchtige Schriftleitung hatte und tm 
Umfang von 382 Seiten erfdhien mit der ausgefprodjenen Wufgabe, der 
gejammicn Diafonie unferes Landes forwobh! wie den Yntereffen unfe- 
reS Haufes zu dienen. GSeither hat die Diafoniffenjadhe in unferem 
Whendlande weite Verbreitung gefunden und darf unjer “Deaconess 
Messenger” fic) ein befdjeideneres Biel ftecfen, um fo mehr unjer Mut. 
terhaus nur eins ijt bon dreien innerhalb der Vereinigten Lutheri- 
{hen Rirdhe. Die von unferer Kirche gefchaffene Diafoniffen Behorde, 
Board of Deaconess Work, hat die Wufgabe in der gefamten Rirde 
die Sache gu fordern, twogegen wir mit Riicfficht auf die anderen Sau- 
fer unS nur an den Kreis der Rirde wenden wollen, der un8 jeit 
wahren nabe geftanden. Wtdge unfer “Deaconess Messenger” offene 
Suren und Herzen finden! 


Rur AUnjtaltshronif. 


Wm 1. Sanuar zabhlte untere Schwefter|haft 62 Diafonifjen und 
21 PBrobefchwejtern, die im Wltenheitm, Kinderholpital, Kindergarten, 
in der Toehterfeule und jonj{t im WtutterHaufe, jomte im Lanfenau 
Hopital, und der Kenjington Difpentary fur Lungenfranfe, im Rin- 
Dererholungheim ,,River Creft’, im Tabor RKinderheim, im Wten- 
Heim in Erie, Pa., im Zurbrugg Hofpital in Miverfide, Mt. YJ. und i 
fiinf Gemeindepflegen tatig waren. 


Sdhw. Marie Nod) mufte fic) Teider am 8. Dezember einer fdjwe- 
ren Operation unterziehen und Sdhw. Lillian Robinjon am 31. De- 
gember. Durch Gottes Gnade erholen fic) betde aufs Befte. 
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Sst der erften Woche de3 Bahres fehrte Schw. Lydia Wtiiller vom 
Tabor Kinderheim ins Mtutterhaus zuriicf und wurde Sdmw. Laura 
Bitting dorthin verjekt um dte Wufficht uber die Rnabenabteilung zu 
uberneymen, die zur felben Zeit aus dem tberfiillten HSauptgebaude 
in das eben vollendete geraumige Rnabenhaus itberfiedelte. Leider 
fam fat am jelben Tage ein Lelegramm, da8 auc) Sch. Marguerite 
bon dort abrief, um in Des Moines, Sowa, fiir ihre fchwer erfranfte 
Schwefter den Haushalt mit gwet unmiindigen Rindern geitweiltg 31 
fiihren. Gott gebe der Rranfen baldige Genefung damit Schw. Vtar- 
guerite wieder fret twerde fiir dte Rinder im Tabor Heim. Bu ihrer 
Vertretung haben wir Schw. Edith Baden aus der Lanfenau Lodhter- 
fchule dDorthin gejanodt. 


a rl. Lois Lippard, Tochter dHeS Miffionars, P. C. KR. Lippard, 
Ww D. D., der tm November mit feiner Familie bon Napan auf Urlaub 
fam, trat am 4. Sanuar in unferen Rurjus fiir Neinfindergartnerin- 

nen ein. Gte hat ihrer Mutter jon in Yapan in der Kleinfinder- 

fchule geholfen und dabet manche intereffante Erfabrung gejammelt. 


Gin Rirdhenfonzert in bollendeter Sdonheit bot der gemifdte 
Chor de3 St. Olaf College hierfelbjt am Wbhend des 18. Januar. Seit 
ihrer Griindung hat diefe bohere Lehranftalt, in Northfield, im Staa- 
te Ntinnejota gelegen, auf flaffijden Kirchhengefang grobeS Gerwidht 
gelegt u. ungemdbnlicen Erfolg damit gehabt. Vor etltiden Sabren 
machte der Studentenchor eine Rongertreije nad) Mormwegen und ern- 
tete auch dort die hochfte Wnerfennung. Shon lebtes Sabhr gewann 
dDiefer Chor auf feiner erften Rongertreije tm Often diejes Lande die 
Serzen aller Zubdrer. Das Konzert ijt jedoch nidjt menitger eine 
religidje Erbauung wie ein mufifalijdher Genup. Deshalb wurde — 
jofort Sorge getragen, moglicdft vielen unferer Schwejtern und Schit- 
lerinnen Plage gu ficern. Diejer Whend wird allen unvergeplic) 


blerben. 
QUITTUNGEN. 
g22 a 
Pastor Hy ‘Reimann = sPastor W. ?. Reumann — Frau R. Engel — Frau 
Wm. Oknefski — Pastor Fr. Flothmeier — Fri. K. M. Wendling — Frau M. 


Zurn — Herr Fred. Klein — Schw. Sopkie Flad — Fri. A. Weltz — Frau Marie 
Laeser — Frau Marie Peter — Frau C. Greulich -— err D. Fetzer — Herr C. 
Graff — Frau H. King — Frau J. W. Rupp —- Frau O. Hensch — Carl Gehring — 
Frau W. Pollick — Herr C. Vollertsen — Here Fred. Hoffmann — Frl. Th. Strick- 


ler. 
Fri. M. Rothenhauser. 
: —- 1926 -— 
= | Pastor 2D) Dietz. 
=< OS 3g 


Frau R. Moldenke. 
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WHAT GOD HATH PROMISED 


OD hath not promised 
Skies always’ blue, 
Flower-strewn pathways 
All our lives through; 
God hath not promised 
Sun without rain, 
Joy without sorrow, 
Peace without pain. 


But God hath promised 
Strength for the day, 
Rest for the labor, 
Light for the way, 
Grace for the trials, 
Help from above, 
Unfailing sympathy, 
Undying love. 
Annie Johnson Flint. 
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A WORD OF INTRODUCTION. 


“Well, here it is at last!” many of 
our friends will exclaim as this first 


copy of The Deaconess Messenger 


reaches them. They surely cannot be 


more happy than our Sisters, that be- 
ginning with this number regular 
greetings, together with items of 
general interest on deaconess work 
will go out to the many friends of our 
Motherhouse. We are confident, that 
this service will be appreciated, for in- 
terest in the diaconate is constantly 
increasing throughout the Church, due 
in a large measure also to the co- 
operation of the Woman’s Missionary 
society of the United Lutheran 
Church, working through its Depart- 
ment on Deaconess Work. The Dea- 
coness Messenger shall be happy to 
serve this splendid Society, no less 
than the Board of Deaconess Work 
of the United Lutheran Church, the 
Luther League and any other organi- 
zation, seeking to en ist young women 
in the service of the Church. For 


this reason no subscription price is 
asked. Should any one feel prompted 
to contribute toward the cost of print- 
ing and mailing, we shall be grateful. 

The Deaconess Messenger is mod- 
est, wil come only four times a year 
and ask your attention for only a few 
minutes. And then — put this mes- 
senger into the hands of some young 
woman or school girl, so that her 
attention may be called to the diacon- 
ate with its great possibilities. Many 
an earnest young woman of excellent 
ability has turned to some other de- 
nomination, because she was anxious 
to serve and did not know of the op- 
portunity to serve under the direction 
of her own Church. In the present 
world-wide crisis, our Church needs 
in large numbers, thoroughly conse- 
crated and trained women. The Dea- 
coness Messenger would help to 
enlist young women for this service 
and to share with us the joys and 
blessings of the Church’s ministry of 
mercy. 
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The true, plain path is here— 
Well doing. Not brilliant doing, 
But well doing; doing the work of life 
With a willing mind, a loving heart, 
With both hands, earnestly. 

—W. L. Watkinson, D. D. 
The only feet He can use are ours, 
The only hands He has, he has to bor- 

row from us, 

The only lips He can speak with, are 


ours. 
—Robt. E. Speer. 


If I can. let into some soul a little 
light, 

If I some pathway dark and drear 
can render bright, 

If I to one in gloom can show the 
sunny side, 

Though no reward I win, I shall be 
satisfied. 


We are all missionaries, the sent- 
ones of the King; and not our fields, 
but our faithfulness matters. 


—Geo. L. McKay. 


THAT YE SHOULD FOLLOW HIS STEPS. 
LVR eterio ved. 


What a blessed privilege to follow 
the Master! True, He does not al- 
ways lead to green pastures and be- 
side the still waters, but often over 
the burning sands of the desert and 
even into the valley of the shadow of 
death; yet He asks of no one what. He 
Himself has not endured a hundred- 
fold. Not one of His faithful follow- 
ers has ever perished. Who would 
ask for personal comforts, while He 
had not where to lay His head? Who 
would seek personal recognition for 
his work, while His love was repaid 
with indifference, with scorn and 
hatred? Who would mention person- 
al sacrifices, while He gave His life 
for us? 


Because the Lord’s example faded 
from the vision of her people, the 
Church lost her power in the world 
and was herself invaded by the forces 
of evil. The greatest need of the 
Church today is a baptism with the 
Holy Ghost and with fire to set aflame 
her members for personal service to 
Christ. There is no cure for the ills 
of our day, except a penitent and 
whole-hearted return to Christ, the 
Savior of the world. Most of the 
present leaders of men refuse to ac- 
knowledge Him and the great masses 


in all the nations, including our own, © 
care nothing for Him, because they do 
not know Him. The Church dares not 
content herself with preaching from 
her pulpits, but must fo.low His steps 
and also go out into the “partings of 
the highways” to proclaim the King- 
dom of God and urge men to enter. 


_ This can not be laid as a regular task 


upon the ordained preachers, the pas- 
tors of the congregations, but rests as 
a sacred obligation and privilege upon 
every believer. Every true follower 
of Christ becomes a witness of. Christ 
and a worker for Christ, be it only by 
the convincing eloquence of a_ truly 
consecrated life or be there added to 
this the testimony of the word and of 
the work of Christ-like love. If God 
guides us so that we are able to devote 
our entire time and strength to the 
advancement of His Kingdom, we re- 
joice the more; if He has led us into 
other walks of life, where only a small 
portion of our time and means per- 
mits devotion to His direct service, 
we will be the more concerned that 
this shall serve His cause. Let us 
pray for such understanding and fidel- 
ity that, independent. of what others 
think and do and simply keeping be- 
fore us His example, we may stead- 
fastly to the-end follow His steps! 
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There is no work greater than to di- 
rect helpless, homeless lives into the 
paths of peace and happiness. 


The One who ordered our going: 
I think will show us the way, 
And give us strength for the upward 
climb 
And light when the skies are gray; 
It’s all in the day’s journey, Dear 
Heart— 
And Love’s at the end of the day! 
Elizabeth Roberts Macdonald. 


We have no business to die till we 
can leave the world a little better for 


our having lived in it. 
—Alex McClaren. 


There are no crown-wearers in 
heaven who were not cross bearers 
below. 

—Spurgeon. 


There is no beautifier of complexion, 
or form, or behavior, like the wish to 
scatter joy, and not pain, around us. 

—Emerson. 


A great loss came to our Mother- 
house when on January 25th the Lord 
called to her reward our beloved 


SISTER SUPERIOR 
WILHELMINE DITTMAN 


She was a pillar of strength among 
us, the living history and tradition of 
our Motherhouse and the incarnation 
of the spirit of service. Her sense of 
duty extended to every detail of her 


responsible task and she often was_ 


deeply distressed because of her physi- 
cal inability to attend to matters in 
accordance with her standard, though 
with unusual will-power she mastered 
her afflicted body. She was the incar- 
nation of the spirit of service. though 
like Mary of Bethany she loved to 
“sit at- the feet of Jesus.” Her reli- 
gious life was so deep and satisfying 
that the usual joys of life had no at- 
tractions for her. For fully thirteen 
years she was at the head of our Sis- 
teshood, much longer than any of her 
predecessors, and now more keen'y 
than ever before do we feel what she 
really has been to us and what she has 
done for us. We venture to say also 
of ‘her: "She. hath done what she 
could.” This faithfulness and stead- 
fastness together with her consecrated 
natural gifts made her a mighty influ- 
ence in moulding the character of our 
Motherhouse and of its Sisterhood. 


Our Sister Superior was the daugh- 
ter of God fearing parents in Neuwied 
ou the Rhine, where she was born on 
August 29th, 1849. The early death of 
her father drew the family still nearer 
to God and Wilhelmine followed the 
example of her older sister and at the 
age of nearly twenty-one years, she 
entered the diaconate in Iserlohn, 
Westphalia on July 21, 1870. On April 
22, 1872 she was consecrated as a dea- 
coness together with our Sister Mag- 


dalene von Bracht and Sister Marian- 
ne Kraezer, who still survive her. 
These three were in the group of sev- 
en deaconesses who yielded to the ur- 
gent pleas of the Lankenau Hospital’s 
Board and arrived in Philadelphia on 
June 19, 1884 and at once took charge 
of the nursing and inner management 
of this now celebrated institution, 
This marks also the second and this 
time successful effort to transplant the 
fémale \diaconate | ‘to ‘America. ‘Sister 
Withelmine who was an excellent 
nurse, had to be transferred to other 
work about two years later and “ever 
since was not in robust health. After 
the sudden death of Sister Superior 
Marie Krueger, on November 30, 1887 
under whose leadership this faithful 
band had come to this country, Sister 
Wilhelmine was in charge until the 
arrival of the new Sister Superior, 
Wanda von Oertzen. She was then 
given charge of our Home for the 
Aged, later of our Sewing Room, and 
every Summer was the good “house- 
mother’ at the Villa Lankenau until 
she was elected by our deaconesses 
as Sister Superior, being formally in- 
ducted into office on the afternoon 
of Faster Day, 1909. Ten years later 
she desired to resign feeling physically 
unable to discharge the manifold du- 
ties of her office; but we felt we could 
not spare her yet and gave her an ex- 
perienced deaconess to assist her. 
But often she longed for her release 
from this present life. Last. winter 
she was seriously ill and never fully 
recovered from her increasing weak- 
ness of the heart, so that we were pre- 
pared for the worst when she was 
seized with pneumonia on Sunday 
January 22. Though already in much 
pain, she insisted on attending the 
morning service. In the evening she 
had to be transferred to the hospital 
where she passed away on Wednesday 
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morning the 25th, at 10.45, just as the 
Pastor and the Sisters had prayed that 
beautiful stanza: “End thou, O Lord, 
our sufferings.” As’ we saw her draw- 
ing her last. breath, our hearts rejoiced 
in her triumph, though we were una- 
bie to suppress the bitter pains of 
parting. May the Lord preserve us 
also in the true faith, that when He 
calls us, we may depart in peace and 
joy! 

On Saturday afternoon a simple ser- 
vice was held in our chapel where the 
casket was surrounded by beautiful 
floral tributes of love and esteem sent 
by our Sisterhood, our Board, our em- 
ployees, friends, physicians and by the 
Motherhouses in Baltimore, Brooklyn 
and Milwaukee. Many friends were 


prevented trom attending by a fierce 
blizzard which had started about noon, 
but the chapel was filled to the last 
seat by Sisters Board members, repre- 
sentatives of the Motherhouses in Bal- 
timore and Brooklyn,and many others. 
Then the body was taken to Wood- 
land Cemetary to rest there until the 
Lord will raise it up again on the glo- 
rious resurrection day. We returned 
as those bereaved of a mother, but 
with the song of triumph in our heats: 


For all Thy saints who from their 
labors rest, 

Who Thee by faith before the world 
confessed, 

Thy Name,’ © ‘\esus, be-torrever 
blessed. Alleluia! 


SISTER EMILIE SCHWARZ. 


May 10, 1840 — Sept. 8, 1921. 


Many readers will 
be glad to see this 
picture of our late 
sister Emilie, tak- 
en. on her © 80th 
birthday. She was 
called into the dia- 


conate to take 
charge of our 
school for girls 


about to be organ- 
ized in 1890, which 
position she held 
until she became 
ead Sister (in 
1897, resigning the 
same, however, af- 
ter three years; 
For ten years she 


was our ‘Training 


Sister; Out) coils 
pelled by failing 
health in 1915 to 


withdraw from re- 
sular work. Of the 
81 years of her life 
she spent 53 years 
in this country, 21 
as a governess in 
New York and 32 
in the diaconate. 
Sister Emilie was a 
striking personali- 
ty of broad culture 
and deep spiritual- 
ity. All who knew 
her will cherish 
her memory. 
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FOR DEACONESS SUNDAY. 


Septuagesima Sunday has been ap- 
pointed by formal action of the 


United Lutheran Church as_ the 
Sunday on which the Deaconess 
Work is to be brought to the 
special attention of the congrega- 


tions. Every pastor will on that day 
call for workers in the Lord’s vineyard 
as represented in the local congrega- 
tion and in the Church at large. Young 
men are needed for the ministry of 
the Word and young women for the 
ministry of mercy to enable the 
Church to bring the Kingdom of God 
to men. The following items may 
be of value in referring to the dia- 
conate. 


1. There are abount 350 Sisters — 
240 deaconesses and 110 probationers 
—connected with the 9 Lutheran 
Motherhouses in this country, en- 
gaged in at least 25 different kinds of 
work: The latest -report of the 
Motherhouse Conference shows that 


106 Sisters are stationed at 12 hospi- — 


tals, 24 at 14 Homes for the Aged, 21 
ato kta diomes for: Children; 4 at 2 
Homes for Invalids, 5 at 1 Home for 
Epileptics, 17 in educational work, 35 
in parish work, 27 in the foreign field, 
2 in Jewish Missions, and the rest in 
various other forms of work. 

2. In the United Lutheran Church 
are three Motherhouses: Philadelphia, 
founded in 1884, reporting 83 Sisters; 
Milwaukee (1893) 52 Sisters, and Bal- 
timore (1895) 53. 


3. -Our Philadelphia Motherhouse 
conducts a Home for the Aged with 
50 men and women, only 8 of whom 
are less than 70 years of age and 15 
over 80 years; a Children’s Hospital 
which admitted 1265 patients in 1921 
and a Dispensary where 3114 children 
received 20,925 treatments; a Kinder- 
garten with an enrollment of 75 chil- 
dren and two students taking the 


teachers’ course, and the Lankenau 
School for’ Girls, a regular boarding 
and day school, attended by 120 pu- 
pils,offering a full twelve-year course 
parallel to the Public. and High 
Schools. Other fields of labor are the 
Lankenau Hospital, the Kensington 
Dispensary for the Treatment of Tu- 
berculosis, and its country branch 
,»River Crest” near Phoenixville, Pa., 
the Lutheran Home for the Aged in 
Erie, Pa., the Tabor Home for Des- 
titute Children; the Zurbruge Memo- 
rial Hospital at Riverside, N. J., five 
Parishes and the Italian Mission in 
Philadelphia. Two of our Sisters are 
attending Temple College, the one 
to become a druggist, the other a 
teacher of diatetics. 


4. Our Motherhouse could place 
immediately at least 25 trained Sisters 
more, if we had them. Of these 7 are 
needed for institutional work, 10 in 
our present hospitals and 8 for 2 im- 
portant Lutheran hospitals now plead- 
ing with us in vain to take charge of 
these in order to assure the thorough- 
ly Christian spirit so much desired. 
Besides these we need at least 2 
trained and experienced Siters for 
parishes and could easily place at 
least 10 others by reopening corre- 
spondence with pastors whose _ re- 
quests we were by present circum- 
stances obliged to deny. 


5. Acceptable candidates are un- 
married young women and childless 
widows, between 18—36 years of age 
of good report, communicant mem- 
bers of a Lutheran congregation, in 
good health, free from the necessity 
of supporting their parents, willing 
and able to learn and ready to serve 
the Lord, wherever they may be 
needed. To make the most of the op- 
portunities now open to us, we appeal 
especially to nurses and _ teachers, 


SA 


who can more quickly be prepared to 
assume positions of responsibility, but 
other young women with experience 
in business, professions and house- 


work are no less welcome. Candi- 
dates are admitted at any time, pre- 
ferably shortly after Easter and about 
October first. 
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OUR CHRISTMAS SERVICES 


In the Kindergarten. 
O come to us this day, we pray, 
Dear Christ Child from above; 
O come to take our sins away 
And fill our hearts with love. 


Thou Gift of heaven abide with us 
That we may always be 

Thine own dear children and each day 
Grow more and more like Thee. 


These were words uttered by voices 
of our kindergarten children at the be- 
their Christmas Service, 
and the thoughts expressed therein 
are the idea:s held before them by 
their teachers. In the closing exer- 
cises of each day’s program all during 
Advent attention was called to the 
fact that Christmas is coming, that 
Jesus Christ, our Savior, would come 
into our hearts if we would but pre- 
pare or make room for Him there and 
that to do this we must learn the story 
of His coming, learn to love Him and 
to do the things He would have us do. 
Then the Christ Child would come to 
us, save us from our sins and fiil our 
hearts with love. Each day the teach- 
ers in charge would recite an Old Tes- 
tament prophecy pointing to the 
coming of the Savior, while one child 
lighted a candle, there being arranged 
before them one candle for each 
school day during Advent, thus deep- 
ening their impression that. the Lord 
Jesus brought into the world the light 
of salvation. 

God’s most beautiful story of sal- 
vation was declared by their childish 
lips at their Christmas Service to 
mothers and friends, who had as- 
sembled in the kindergarten rooms. 
There before the lighted Christmas 


ginning of 


tree the story was told in the form of 
questions and answers, and by hymns 
and verses to hearts heavy and 
weighed down with cares and trials of 
this world. But a light beamed from 
some mothers’ eyes, expressing, not 
merely pride at hearing her own 
child’s voice, but a deeper joy, which 
comes to those who accept the Christ 
Child as their Savior. That this joy 
filled their hearts was evident also by 
statements made by mothers after 
the service. The lesson taught us by 
the shepherds and the wise men, who 
when they heard of His birth, sought 
the Savior, was brought to their at- 
tention in a brief address and when 
asked how we may also find the 
Savior, they made reply, “By being 
good”. Indeed those of us, who are 
really “being good” will find our Sa- 
vior most readily through prayer. 
The efforts of those in charge of 
our kindergarten is to impress deeply 
the simple Gospel truths in the hearts 
of these children, who in turn will 
bear His messages of love home to 
their parents. May He be with the 
parents and inspire them to keep | 
these lessons ever before their child- 
ren and thus help them to grow each 
day more and more like Him. S&S. L. 


IN OUR LANKENAU SCHOOL. 


Who can and who .does celebrate 
Christmas so whole heartedly as 
children? Their childlike and simple 
faith untainted by doubt is always a 
source of inspiration. To be young 
at Christmas time is veritable heaven. 
That is the way we feel when we hear 
the glad young voices raised in praise 
and supplication to the dear Christ- 
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Child in song and recitation at the 
Christmas service of the Lankenau 
School. |For (a service lit) lis even 
though held in the auditorium of the 
School and not in the chapel of the 
Motherhouse, which would not hold 
the pupils and their parents and 
friends, who come to celebrate with 
them. 

That the birthday of the Savior is 
a time for giving, not only for re- 
ceiving gifts, is well understood by 
our girls who provided several poor 
families with everything necessary 
for satisfying the “inner man’ on 
Christmas Day. Those present at the 
service also generously gave to the 
offering for the Syrian Orphans’ 
Home in Jerusalem. What more ap- 
propriate gift could we give to the 
dear Christ-Child than to contribute 
our mite towards the welfare and hap- 
piness of the little ones in the land 
of His nativity? 

‘ne wNeery teem) began) at, 730)... M: 
The program consisting of the recit- 
ing of many Old Testament prophe- 
cies rendered by the girls individually, 
of two and three part songs and other 
recitations, was simple and dignified, 
the more so because the children rose 
unannounced to take their respective 
parts. 


In our Lankenau School are several 
organizations among which are the 
Sunday School and three Junior Mis- 
sionary Societies. Each of these 
arranged a beautiful Christmas ser- 
vice, the Sunday School in the Audi- 
torium on December 19th, when they 
rendered the service called “O Little 
Town of Bethlehem”. The Mission- 
ary Societies had a joint celebration 
in one of the spacious sitting rooms 
of the School. 

The superintendent and teachers of 
the Sunday School, all of which are 
Sisters of the school faculty, notice an 
ever increasing interest, which our 
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girls take in this work. This is also 
true of) .the Missionary) Societies. 
The Christmas offerings were devoted 
to the Lutheran Settlement of this 
city in which cause especial interest is 


shown; also on previous occasions 
our girls have given some financial 
aid to the same. Shiv 


IN THE LANKENAU HOSPITAL. 


The beginning of the Christmas 
Festival in the Lankenau Hospital 
dates a few days previous to Decem- 
ber 25th. Ou this oceasion itis) the 
aim of the Hospital to bring to every- 
one: within its walls) net):/onlyireal 
Christmas cheer but the message of 
the angels to the shepherds of Judea. 

The sudden appearance of a minia- 
ture forest of firs on the grounds of 
our Institution awakes in our hearts 
the slumbering Christmas _ spirit. 
Soon the magic woodland disappears 
and we find that the dark robed beings 
are gracing the wards and corridors of 
our hospital and are giving not only 
beauty and fragrance but a message 
of hope and love to every patient and 
worker. Bright lights soon jewel the 
dark foilage. They seem to bear in 
their glimmering rays the message of 
the first .Christmas star that sent, its 
beams to the sleeping world. It 
points us again to the lowly manger 
cradling the Christ-Child, and again 
with the wise men we kneel before it. 
Festoons of mountain laurel with 
the warm glow of poinsettas, scarlet 
dahlias and gorgeous wreaths charm 
the eye and warm the heart at every 
angle. . 

A Christmas service is held on all 
the wards, in the Dispensary and one 
also for the Nurses of the Hospital 
At. these. services the’ ‘message: of 
peace and good-will is brought to the 
hearts of everyone present. The 
Christmas carols sung by patients, 
sisters and nurses at these various 
celebrations not only enriches the ser- 
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vices, but are a real inspiration to 
many. 


With the approaching dawn of 
Christmas day come again the sweet 
strains of Christmas carols to the still 
sleeping hospital. A choir of pupil 
nurses, singing, slowly wend their 
way from floor to floor, leaving in 
their wake the message of the angels 
which finds its way again to the heart 


of the patient bringing joy and com- 


fort. S06. 


AT THE MOTHERHOUSE. 


Christmas Eve. Let us now go and 
worship the Babe of Bethlehem with 
the little ones in the Children’s Hos- 
pital. Everywhere, in the corridors 
and wards we see garlands and Christ- 
mas trees, and in the playroom the 
“little town of Bethlehem”, with the 
Christ-Child in the manger, surroun- 
ded by the worshipping shepherds 
and wise men “journeying from afar’. 
The largest tree stands in the surgical 
ward, where are gathered all the 
children who can be brought from 
their various wards, and here in beau- 
tiful carols or scripture verses and 
little poems is re-told the old, old 
story, ever new, of God’s great Gift 
to man. Numerous gifts have been 
provided for the children by Mrs. 
Braun, our president’s wife, and by 
other thoughtful friends, who have 
truly made this a “Merry Christmas” 
for the little ones. 


’"Tis but a step from child-hood to 
old age — for at five o’clock we turn 
our steps to the Old Folk’s Home, 
where all gather around the lighted 
Christmas tree, and in a short service 
of hymns, prayer and an address by 
the Pastor, in still and peaceful joy 
the Holy Child is welcomed anew. 
Here, too, are gifts for one and all. 

At seven-thirty the Motherhouse 


congregation is assembled in the 


chapel, lighted only’ by candles, for 
the beautiful liturgical Christmas ser- 
vice, looked forward to from year to 
year by all who have but once been 


present. The soft candle light, the al- 
tar, appropiately decorated with 
palms, surrounding the _ illuminated 


transparent representing the manger 
scene, and the sweet strains from the 
organ were very impressive to the 
worshipper. After the service all 
gathered in the Lankenau Hall and 
adjoining rooms, where on tables all 
about the “ooms were gifts for the 
Sisters at.d Doctors and other mem- 
bers of the Motherhouse family. 


On Christmas Day, the chief service 
was held at ten-thirty, and in the af- 
ternoon the program in the hospital 
was repeated for the benefit of the 


children’s parents during visiting 
hours. Many were moved _ to 
tears by the singing of the happy 


children, for some this was the only 
real celebration they had, when God’s 
wondrous Gift was the chief thought. 


At eight o’clock the chapel was 
again filled with the employees of the 
three institutions, for a _ service of 
choir anthems, hymns and a German 
and English address by Prof. H. Of- 
fermann, D. D. The men and women 
afterwards met in the next room, 
where again the old familiar carols 
were sung. During the distribution 
of gifts a group of singers from the 
Arion Singing Society entertained 
with a number of beautiful selections. 


On the second Christmas day we 
gathered for our last celebration, an 
English Vesper Service. The offerings 
taken at the various services together 
with that from the Lankenau School 
was sent to our venerable friend, Dr. 
Ludwig Schneller, for the Syrian Or- 
phanage at Jerusalem, a gift of love 
to the Prince of Peace, Who came to 
bring life and salvation to all His 
little ones. SeeGe 


eat Tapes 


THE DIACONATE ELSEWHERE. 


The Rev. Hermann L. Fritschel, has 
resigned as Pastor of the Milwaukee 
Motherhouse in order to devote him- 
self as Director to the entire work of 
this corporation which conducts the 
hospital in Pittsburg, the Orphans 
Home at Zelienople and a Home for 
Epileptics at Rochester, Pa., besides 
other stations. As Pastor of the Mo- 
therhouse he has been succeeded by 
the Rev. August H. Gruhn of the 
Pittsburg Synod who was installed in 
connection with the one hundredth 
anniversary birthday of Dr. Passa- 
vant, celebrated on Sunday, October 
ninth. The Milwaukee Motherhouse 
occupies a unique and strategic posi- 
tion in the Church and has our best 
wishes for God’s guidance and bles- 
sing in the further development of its 
' great work. May God grant. to Rev. 
Fritschel and to Rev. Gruhn the ful- 
lest measure of wisdom, strength and 
joy in their work. 


The Norwegian Motherhouse, in 
Brooklyn has just completed a suc- 
cessful campaign for $75,000.00 for a 
new nurses’ home much needed in 
connection with its hospital work. 
We congratulate the Motherhouse on 
its success anl pray for it a similar ex- 
pansion of its deaconess work and 
Sisterhood. Sister Lena Brecklin, the 
Head Sister, expects to return about 
Bebruary first;from a -six-months’ 
leave ob absence, spent in her native 
country, Norway. 


The Immanuel Motherhouse in 


Omaha, Neb., conducted by the Au- 
gustana Synod, is just about complet- 
ing its new home for the Sisters. 
This will meet a long felt want as the 
Sisters are still occupying the frame 
dwellings in which the work was be- 
gun about 35 years ago by its founder, 
the Rev. E. A. Fogelstrom. This new 
building will also make it possible 
for the Motherhouse to accomodate 
more easily the delegates to the Lu- 
theran Motherhouse Conference to be 
held sometime this year. The Rev. 
Emil P. Chinlund, Pastor of the Mo- 
therhouse, assures us that in due time 
the invitation to meet in Omaha will 
be extended. The Conference has not 
met there since 1909. 


The Synodical Conference, often 
called the Missouri Synod, has begun 
deaconess work in Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
and with the usual thoroughness 
shown by this body along educational 
lines has just published an outline of 
a three years’ course of study to be 
used not merely by deaconesses; but 
also by the pupils of the training 
schools connected with the Lutheran 
hospitals controlled by this body. 
The ‘Rev. °F2.Pi Wambseans’ of “Ft. 
Wayne has for many years been deep- 
ly interested in the diaconate and may 
well be regarded as the father of this 
movement within the Synodical Con- 
ference. We assure him and his co- 
laborers of our deep interest and best 
wishes for God’s guidance and bles- 
sing. 


———_——___—=-.-e——_____- 


How long shall I give? 

“Go break to the needy sweet chari- 
ty’s bread 

For giving is living:” 

“And must I be giving again 
again?” 


the angel said 
and 


My peevish and pitiless answer ran, 

‘Oh, no”, said the angel piercing me 
thru 

“Just give till the Master stops giving 
to you.” 


Reis Yoga 


ITEMS FROM THE DIARY OF OUR MOTHERHOUSE. 


The children of the Tabor Home, 
near Doylestown, had their Christmas 
service on December 24th. We regret 
that because of the several Christmas 
services at the Motherhouse on that 
date none of us were able to be pres- 
ent. 

At the Kensington Dispensary the 
service with the children was held on 
Monday, December 26th. 

Sister Rosa, assistant to our Head 
Sister, was the only representative of 
our Motherhouse at the celebration of 
the children at River Crest on Tues- 
day, the 27th. 


During the holidays we were glad 
to have the following visitors at the 
Motherhouse: Sister Lena Beideck 
from Doylestown; Sister Margarete 
Weller from River Crest; Sister Mar- 
guerite and Sister Lydia Muller from 
Doylestown. For several days we had 
with us Miss Carrie Knoob, of New 
York, sister, cot Sister wC lara Khinoeb, 
Miss Minnie Wente, sister of Sister 
Frida Wente and her friend Mrs. M. 
Zurn, both of Erie, Pa. 


The annual Christmas Party for the 
Sisters at the home of Mrs. Wm. P. 
M. Braun was given on the evening 
of Epiphany Day and was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all. We are indeed grate- 
ful to Mrs. Braun for her very kind 
and generous hospitality. 


A number of Sisters were able to be 
relieved from their duties in order to 
spend Christmas at. their homes. 
last 


Sister Marie Berntsen, since 


March a patient in the Lutheran Sani- . 


tarium, Ebenezer, near Brush, Colo- 
rado, had to be operated for acute ap- 
pendicitis on December 21st. She is 
recovering from this operation rapid- 
ly and has been able to resume her 


_ just been completed by 
, Lesshafft, a graduate of Dresden and 


correspondence with the Mother- 
house. We are grateful to God that 
this operation is not affecting her re- 
covery from lung trouble unfavorably 
and are also grateful to the Rev. J. 
Madsen, his deaconesses and the phy- 
sician for the deep interest they are 
taking in Sister Marie. She writes, 
“T am here receiving the same loving 
care as if I were at home”. May God 
reward them and may He grant Sis- 
ter Marie in due time a happy return 
into the service. 


A beautiful oil painting of an ideal 
kindergarten scene in which one of 
our Sisters is teaching little ones, has 
Mr. Franz 


teacher) of) art- ati our) Wankenan 
School. We were so glad to have him 
complete it by Christmas Eve when 
it was placed in the Lankenau Hall 
in which all the Sisters and friends 
of the Home assembled around the 
large Christmas tree and the tables la- 
den with gifts for the Sisters. The 
painting was admired by all and will 
surely attract the attention of visitors 
at conventions of the Church for 
which it is intended. The entire con- 
ception is original and combines the 
the suggestions of Mrs. W. P. M. 
Braun, Secretary of the. Deaconess 
Department of the Women’s Mission- 
aryiwocrety” Mrs BeCoyuCronke wour 
Pastor’ and the -artist'who, ‘has. for 
many years been a friend of the Mo- 
therhouse. It is hoped that a similar 
painting representing a Sister of the 
Baltimore Motherhouse at work, and 
another of one of the Sisters of the 
Milwaukee Motherhouse will be added 
in time for the Fall conventions, 


The Lankenau School and the Kin- 
dergarten reopened their sessions on 
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Wednesday morning, January 4th. 
Miss Lois Lippard, daughter of Dr. 
C. K. Lippard, one of our Missionar- 
ies to Japan, has joined Mrs.. Heller- 
in our kindergarten training course. 


Sister Emma Carlson has recently 
returned from a two months’ visit 
with her*sister.in*: California; ~She 
arranged her journey in a manner en- 
abling her to visit the Deaconess Mo- 
therhouse in Chicago and Omaha and 
of course in Brush, Colorado, where 
Sister Marie Berntsen was overjoyed 
to See her f 

Sister Marguerite Leutenegger was 
called to Des. Moines, Iowa, on ac- 
count of the serious illness of her 
sister in order to take care of 
hame and two small.‘children. We 
are glad she can render ¢his service in 
the hour of need and hope, that ar- 
rangements can be made to. permit 
her ‘return, at an earlY date. ta, her 
work among the children of the Tabor 
Home. 
the Faculty of our Lankenau School, 
is substituting for Sister Marguerite 
until her return. ! 

Sister Lydia Muller, after having 
been, at. Doylestown for the past five 
years, has returned to the Mother- 
house and Sister Laura Bitting has 
gone to take charge of the new Boys’ 
Dormitories just opened there. 


“Dr. H. B. McKinney, for the past 
two years Resident of our Childrens’ 
Hospital and assistant to Dr. J..Bab- 
bitt, our Pharyngologist, left on’ De- 
rember 27th to accept a position as 
Pharyngologist in Dallas, Texas. He 
has our best wishes for success in his 
work. 


Sister Jessie Peterson, a probatio- 
ner of the Baltimore Motherhouse, 
completed her course of 


her? 


' Mission with 


Sister Edith Baden, one of © 


practical. 


training in nursing and left us on De- 
cember 22nd. She was the last of a 
number.of probationers of the-Balti- 
more Motherhouse who were here for 
from three to six months of practical 
experience in nursing. 

Sister Mamie Hartman of the Bal- 
timore Motherhouse, a parish deacon- 
ess in Hagerstown, Md., was a patient 
az our Lankenau Hospital, having un- 
dergone a serious operation. She and 
our Sister Lillian, who had shared 
the same room, were able to leave 
the hospital on January 14th, both re- 
covering rapidly. May they soon re- 
sume their usual duties with new vi- 
gor and blessin. 


Fortunately on Tuesday afternoon, 
December 27th, eight of our Sisters. 
found it possible to attend the Christ- 
mas service of the Italien Mission 
_ which Sister. Grace 
Lauer, our Training Sister, has been 
fonnected as parish visitor on_ part 
time since Iast October. The Sisters 
were well pleased with the increased 
interest taken by the parents of the 
children and with the cordial welcome 
these extended. 

Mrs. Bachmann also. entertained 
several of the younger Sisters at the 
parsonage on the evening of Januarp. 
Sth. wie 
We are giad to report that Sister 
Marie Koch and Sister Lillian Robin- 
son are convalescing rapidly from re- 
cent operations and are looking for- 
ward to the full recovery of their 
health. 


Che Deaconess Messenger 


is published quarterly by the ; 
Mary J. Drexel Home and Philadel- 
phia Motherhouse of Deaconesses 
2100 S. College Ave., Philadelphia, Pa. 
and will be sent free of charge upon 
request to pastors and to Officers of 
Societies in the United Lutherar 
Church. 


Wet Miakonissen-Freund 


Vierteljahresfhrift des Diafoniffen-Murterhanjes in Philadelphia. 


32, Jahrgang. Wyril 1922. MNammer 2, 


Der Mieijter ijt da und rufet dir! 


er Mteijter ijt da — vo feliges Wort, 
,/wtaria, der Mterjter ijt da!” 
So jprach zu Maria die Schmwejter dort — 
Und der Vteijter ijt Heute noch nab, 
Der Wteijter wird iiber Siinde und Tod, 
Wuch uber Siitrme in mir; 
Der Helfer, der groper ijt al8 alle Jot — 
Der WMeeijter it Heute auch hier. 


Der Metiter it da —- zum Leben ruft Er, 
Buin Lichte nach finiterer Ytacht; 

Sum Leben fiir Shon und gu Seiner hr, 
Bum Leben, das Er uns gebracht; 

Bum Leben, das eingig nur lebenSwert, 
Das gang fich dem Vteitjter geiweiht, 

Das freudig in Seinem Dienjt fich vee 
Bum Leben und Sterben Banat 


Der Meijter ijt da — jo heikt e§ auts neu, 
Wenn Cr uns das Leben gebracht. 

Bum Dienjte de8 Meteijters mit neuer Trew 
Ruft dich Seine Stimme mit WVtacht. 
Maria jtand damals mit ile auf, 

Bum Dienjte des Wtetiters bereit — 
RVomm, eile auch du, nur frurg ijt Dem Laut — 
Nauf aus deine etlende Heit! 


Der Metiter it da und Breude fommmt mit — 
Maria, noch abnit du e8 nicht. 

Vald fingit du dem Meijter ein Subellied, 
Die Macht it verihhingen vom Licht. 

Und dich auch ruft Er zur Breude noch bent, 
Ob jewt auch dein YZiige noch weint; 

ur jeden Cag hat Cr Breude beret, 

Bis avig die Sonne dir jcheimt. 
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Lebenslanf unferer Fran Oberin Shw. Wilhelmine Dittmann. 


Verlefen bet ibrer Begrabnisteter in der Napelle 
amt Gonnabend, den 28. Banuar 1922. 


M18 der ewig treue Gott am WVeittwocdhmorgen feinen Todesengel 
fandte, unjere geltebte yrau Oberin von ihrem Leiden 3u erlojen, fam 
damit ein eben zum Wbjehhip, iber das wir das Wort Set fesen 
mocdten, da8 er einjt bon Wtaria fpradh: ,Gie hat getan, was 
fie fonnte.” Marfus 14, 8, | 

Wir wagen e8, auf die teure CEnt{chlafene diejes Chrengcugnis 
anguiwenden, weil fie, wie einft Maria von Bethanien, 3u den Stillen 
im Lande gehorte, die mit gropter Bflichttreue und Bejcheidenheit ihre 
Leben8aufgabe erfiillen, die riicfhaltlos thr Beltes fiir Vefum und den 
Nadhiten hingeben, die aber vor allen gern 3u Sefu Siiken figen und 
fich in fein Wort, in Yhn felbjt verjenfen. Deshalb machte fie wentg 
Worte und hielt fic) fo befehciden im SHintergrunde, dak fie dem rem- 
den bei erjter BVegegnung fajt menjchenjcheu erjchien; wer jedoch ibr 
Vertrauen bejah, lernte fie bald jchagen und hatte von ihrem Umgany 
bleibenden Gerwinn. Gerade weil fie viel wupte und alles reiflich erwog, 
jprach fte metjt wenig und lag ihr nichts an vielem Umgang. Sie bejafs 
die ,,foftlice Berle’, to day fitr fie die gewosbhnlichen LVebenSsfreuden 
feinen Reitz batten, aber auch die Leiden’ feine Schrecken. Go ging jie 
rubig und zielberubt ihren Weg, mit ftarferm Willen und doch nicht 
eigenlvillig, treu dem Alten und doch dem guten Ytewen gugdnglich, 
fejt wurzelndD in der Vergangenheit und doch da8 Wngeficht himmiel- 
warts gerictet; das machte fie gu einent fejten Salt und retchen Gegen 
fiir thre Umgebung. . 

Was unfere liebe Entfcdhlafene war, ijt fie durch Gottes Hihrung 
und Gnade in der Nreugesfehule geworden, in welche Gott fie {hon in 3 
ibrer Rindheit einfiihrte und darin Lie} bis Er fie nun derfelben gang 
entnabm. 

Schw. Wilhelmine Dittmann, geboren in Meutwied am Rhein am 
29. Wiuguit 1849, tit die Tochter des Raufmann$ Ludwig Hittmann 
und feiner Gattin Senriette geb. Schradin. Der Vater ftarb frih, jo 
dak die Erziehung der dret Sohne und fiinf Vodhter gang in den 
Sanden der Mutter lag. Diele war eine tief geqriindete Vingerin des 
HErrn, wie auc) der Vater wm Lebendigen Glauben gejtanden hatte. 
Der altejte Bruder der Entidhlafenen fam als Siingling nach Wmerifa 
und fiel im Giirgerfriege fiir dDa8 Land, dem {pater dicfe Schwelter im 
fajt 38 jabrigem Dienjte der chrijtlichen Barmberzigfeit gum CSegen 
wurde. Dak die Kreugesfehule Mutter und Kinder an den HErrn band, 
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beweijt die Tatfache, dafs die fam 21 jahrige Wilhelmine Wrer alteren 
Sehwejter nad Sferlohn folgte und am 21. Yuli 1870 in die dortige 
Schwejtern{dhaft ecintrat und am 22. Wpril 1872 als Diafonijje elles 
jegnet wurde gujammen mit Sdw. Magdalene von Bradt und SGchw. 
Marianne Prager, die heute mit uns an dicfent Sarge trauern. Ctlidje 
Sabre fpater rief der SErr die Nutter heim nach langerem Leiden, 
jo dak Schw. Wilhelmine auch nach auken hin in jeder Begtehung fret 
war 3um Dienf{t. | 

Dann fain an jene fletne Sehiwejternidhar der Ruf aus Philadel- 
phia: ,RWommt beritber und belft uns!” Sdchw. Wilhelmine hing mit 
allen Sajern ibres Wefens an der Heimat ebenjo wie ihre Nit}dhwejtern. 
Vetch und Blut ftraubten fich; doch das Pilichtbewuptiein fiegte. Mrdht 
meil fie gerne wollten, fondern weil fie innerlich mubten als joldje, die 
fie Dent HErrn ergeben Hatten, famen fie in diejeS fremde Land am 
19. Suni 1884, and traten am nadjten Morgen die W2rbett an im 
Holpital. Obne fich dejjen flar bewuft gu fein, hatte Gott gerade dtele 
geringe Schweftern|haft dazu erfehen, die weiblice Diafonie erfolg- 
reid) bon dent Mtutterboden in Deut}chland in unjer Whendland 3u ver- 
pilangen. Die Wnforderungen waren auperordentlich hoch und itber- 
jttegen fajt die Nrafte der Schiwejtern, darunter aud) Schiw. Wilhelmines, 
Die bejonder$ im YXetherifieren twwte in der RNranfenpflege gefchicét war. 
Smt Sabre 1886 wurde fie bon der Pflege in dte Office verfekt zur 
Hilfe der Brau Oberin, Schw. Marie Kritger, und vertrat dann dtefe 
nach deren Lod am 30. November 1887, bis deren Machfolgerin, Frau 
Oberin Wanda von HOergen, fam am 26. Mtai 1888. Bon dort an 
bewegte fic ihre Latigkeit reqelmapig 3iwijden Wltenheim, Mtabhftube 
und der Hausmutterjtelle in Cape tay Goint, bis zum September 
1908, da_fte bertretungsivetle die Lettung der Schiweltern{chaft itber- 
nabm, al§ die damalige Grau Oberin Magdalene Steinmann in thre 
Deutidhe Hetmat guriicfehrte. W138 die Sechwejtern|daft im folgenden 
eribjabr gur Wahl einer Oberin jehritt, fiel diefe fajt einfttmmig auf 
Sdhw. Wilhelmine, die den jo widtigen und fehweren Poften mit grofer 
Gewifjenhaftiqfert verjah bis an ibr Ende. 

Die Cntjdhlatene verfiigte wohl nie uber eine fernige Gefundheit 
feit fie Deutichland berlajjen hatte, jo daR ihr forperlich jdhwere Mrbeit 
{chon lange nicht mehr gugemuutet werden durfte; befonders gu jdatfen 
madhte ihr chronifdhe Sergichwade. So hielt fte der SErr in Seiner 
Kreugesidhule, in der fie jon ldng{t gelernt hatte 3 Tetben ohne 3u 
flagen und mit ecijernem Willen ihren Norper zu bebherrjden, felbjt: bet 
jdiwerer Wtemnot. Legten Gonnabend verjpiirte fie eine fchwere Er- 
falting, dte ihre Wtembefchwerde jehr erhohte. Denno) war fie am 
Sonntagmorgen auf ihrem gewohnten Blak im Gottesdientt, obtwoh!l 
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fie tief borgekeugt dafigen mufte. Wnt Nacdhmittag raffte fie ihre Rratte 
wieder anf und fam mit etliden Schwejtern gujammen gum Kaffee. 
&§ lag ihr an der Gemeinfdhaft in trautem Rretfe; das LieB fie fich nicht 
nehmen. Nach 7 Uhr abends mufte fie jedod) ing Lankertau-Hojpital 
itberfiihrt werden, wo man bald Lungenentgiindung feftitellte, die gu- 
nacdhit nod nicht raid) gunabm. Doc) in der Macht auf Veittwwod, der 
25. Sanuar, verlor fte das flare Bewubtiein und vormittags ein 
Viertel vor elf Ubr entfloh wre Seele diefent Yanmntertal und febhrte 
heim ins Vaterhaus, gerade al8 die anwefenden Sdmwejtern mit ihrem 
Vajtor gebetet hatten: ,,Mach End, o Serr, mad) Ende an aller unferer 
Not} : 

Nhre Sehnfucht, langft oft geaukert, ijt erfiillt; wns aber ijt ihr 
Heimgang ein {werer Verlujt. Wir wupten beffer als fie felbjt, was 
wir an ihr batten und {ehnten daber ihre iwtederholte Bitte ab, ihr 
Wmt ntederfeqen gu diirfen, gum Lester Mal erjt etre Worhe vor ihrent 
Gide, hatten wir thr doch jeit Dezember 1920 eine Schwejter als Ge- 
hilfin geqeben. Wie danfbar jind wir alle Heute, dak fie bis ans Ende 
in threm %imte geblieben ijt! 

Die Entidhlafene brachte ihr Witer auf 72 Sabre, 4 Monate und 
27 Tage. Von ihren Gelchiviftern tiberleben fie nur noch eit Bruder 
und eine Schivetter, beide wohnbhatt in HticeSwage. Ntit ihnen trauern 
aber twir, nicht allein die Gchwejtern und die Lfarrfamilie nebit dem 
Verwaltungsrat, jondern auch die Wirgeltellten und ein groper Sreun- 
deSfreis. Wir gonnen ifr die Rube bei Selus im Licht, und glauber 
auch bon ifr jagen gu diirten: ,,Sie bat getan, was fie fonnte.’ Sie 
rube tm grieden und da8 elvige Licht leuchte ihr! 


Teilnahme und Dank! 


our die Zablreihen Leleqrantme und Briefe, die von Beamten 
unjerer Kirche, bon Nturtterhaujern Hier und in Deut{chland, fowie vor 
vreunden uns gugingen anlaplich de8 Heimgangs unjerer verehrten 
grau Oberin, Shw. Wilhelinine Dittmann, mochten wir auch an diefer 
Stelle aufridjtigit dDanfen. ,,Qcidet cin Glted, fo leiden alle mit,’ und 
die Lei{nabme aller tut dent etnen wohl und fchlieBt alle unt jo fejter 
gufanunen. Unfere Sreunde werden e§ beritehen, dah wir diefe 3u- 
jehriften Hier nicht gum Whodruct bringen fonnen, aber auch dak wir eine 
YWusnahme madhen ditrfen mit dem von Herrn Oberfirdenrat D. Cordes 
an die Schwejtern{haft gerichteten Brief, ift er doch vom Nahre 1888 
bis 1892 als erjter Pajtor unferes Mtutterhaujes ihr Seelforger gewejen. 

| Leipzig, Den 11. Marz 1922. 

Yn die Schwejternfdaft de8 Mary X. Drerel Some, VHiladelphia. 
Wus dent ,,Diafoniffen-Breund” habe ich die fchmerglide Runde er- 
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Fabren, daB die liebe Brau Oberin, Sew. Wilhelinine Dittmann, ent- 
iclafen ijt. Voll herglicher Mittrauer griibe ich) Die veriwaijte Sdhwejtern- 
{chaft und danfe mit ihr an dem frijcen Grabe der Heingerufenen dem 
treucn Gott fitr all den Segen, den er durch lange Sabre der Schwejtern- 
jchaft, wie dem Diafonijjenwwerfe aus dem jtillen, treuen Dienjt jeiner 
Siingerin bat gufliepen lajjen, aber auc) der teuren Entichlafenen. jelbjt 
fiir den echten Diafoniffenfinn, den fie m den per|chiedenen Stadien 
ihrer Leben8arbeit unwandelbar bewahrt hat. Stille Vreue und lautere 
— Demut find e8 vor allem andern, wonad) ver Herr der Rirdhe die Wrbert 
jeiner Knechte und Magde wertet. Dit dem aber jo, jo dirfen wir die 
- Buverfidt haben,. dah Schw. Wilhelmine einen reidliden Cingang 
in die himmmltfdhe Setmat haben wird. uch unter uns Zuritcbleibenden 
wird ipr Gedachtnis in hohen Ehren bleiben. hr jelbjtlojer Dieneger|t 
moge als leuchtendes Vorbild in Shrer aller Bewubtiein lebendig blet- 
ben! Mébdge ihr eine Nachfolgerin gegeben werden, die in gleider 
Wefinnung de8 verantwortliden Virhreramtes waltet! 

Von den alten” Schweftern jind nur nocd, wenn ich recht gable, 
aioet iibrig. Shnen wird der Verlujt der lieben Gechwejter bejonders 
{ehmierglich fein. Daruim driice ich.ibnen im Geijte bejonders warm die 
Hand, mit ihnen webhmiitig danfbar der ungewohnlich {dweren, aber 
Doc) gejegneten Wnfangszeiten gedenfend. Wann mag fir uns der 
Seierabend formen? Helfe un8 der Heiland, dak auch wir dann als 
fromm und getreu erfunden eingehen diirfen 3u unjers HErrn Freude! 

Mit Shnen allen int HErrn verbunden durch Freud und Leid, itber 
Beit und Raum hinaus, bleibe ich 

Shr getreuer Rete ae | 
D. Cordes. 


Unjere nene Oberin. 


Gott ijt treu! Er heikt Seine miitden Rnedhte und Magde Beier- 
abend madjen, ruft fie heim gum Brieden, gur evigen Freude, und ftellt 
andere Urbeiter an deren Stelle. Er verlakt die Seinen nist. So hat 
€r uns denn auch fiir unfere am 25. Sanuar-heimagegangene Frau 
Oberin eine Machfolgerin gegeben in unferer Sdhw. Rulie Mergner. 
Sn einer Vortwabhl, deren abgegebene Stimmeettel bom Serwaltungs- 
rat in. feiner Sigung am 17. Marg gedffnet wurden, erhielt Schw. 
Sulie die groBe Mehrgahl aller abgegebenen Stimmen, jo dak derfelbe 
Jofort fie einfttmmig nominierte und die Wah! auf den Freitagabend 
der folgenden Wode feftjekte. Diefe Wahl fiel faft einftimmig zu Gun- 
ften Schw. Bulies aus gur fichtliden Freude aller Schweftern, die mit 
dem Bajtor vereint ihr Gottes Lcitung und Gegen erflehten. Diefes 
iuberaus giinftige WabhlergebniZ wurde vom Vermaltungsrat in fetner 
Sikung am 19. Wpril mit grofer Genugtuung bernommen und Schw. 
sulies Cinfithrung beftimmt auf den Nadchmittag de8 Gfingltfejtes in 
Berbindung mit der Cinfegnung mebhrerer Brobejdhweftern als 
Diafontijen. 
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Shin. Kulie Mergner ijt die jiingjte Todter des im Yanuar 189t 
heimgegangenen Wjarrers griedrich Mtergner, der durd) {eine eingig- 
artigcn Kompofitionen gu Baul Gerhardts Liedern weit iber die Gren- 
zen der lutheri{den Rirdhe in Bayern befannt geworden ijt. Nod) bet 
jeinen Lebgciten war fie als Diafonifjeniditlerin in da8 DYeutterhaus 
zu Neuen Dettelsau cingetreten und giwet Sabre verbunden gewelen und 
dann mit Zujtinumung des Mutterhaujes und in der Crmartung ebven- 
tueller Riicfehr, zur Stitke der betagten Cltern auf unbeftimmte Zeit 
qusgetretcn. Mac dem Heimgang beider Eltern erging an fie der Ruf 
injeres Miutterhaufes al8 Lehrerin an unjerer Todhter|{dhule gu mwirfen 
tnd faft gegen ihren Willen nam jte an, nur auf den beitimmten Rat 
eines OnfelS, der in diefem Mut Gottes Finger erfannte. Go fam 
jie im Sahre 1891 gu uns und erwog {don ernj{tlich ifre Rider, als 
{ie Dringend gebeten wurde, fic) unterer Schweltern|dhatt anguichliepen 
und da8 Wmt der Probemeiiterin gu iibernehmen. Wier Sabre wirtte 
fie mit fichtligem Segen in dielem widtigen Wimte, als ihr im Bahre 
1899 die Leitung unfjerer Tochter|chule ibertragen wurde, die either 
in ibren Handen lag. Mtit offenem Blic€ fiir die Beditrfnijje der Schule 
und fir zeitgemape Xnforderungen Hat {te e8 verjtanden, fic den Ver- 
galtniijen angupafjen und dabei gielberoubt mit der Vettung des VYtutter- 
faujes wie nit der Lehrer{dhaft am inneren %Wus8bau der Schule gu 
arbeiten. Gett verleibe ihr aud) in ihrem neuen Wmte Seine Leitung, 
Kraft und Segen, dah fie uns und unferem Mtutterhauje noch viele 
sahre ein Segen fer! 


Cin goldenes Schweftern-Jubilanm. 


Wnt 22. Mpril waren e8 fiintgzig Qabhre, dap unfere Sdwejtern 
Magdalene von Bracht und Marianne Krager zugleid) mit unferer 
eben heimgegangenen Sch. Wilhelmine Dittmann al8 Diafonijjen 
eingelegnet wurden. Sie waren ettva drei Yabhre gubvor in Sferlohn in 
die Wrbeit cingetreten, {tanden alfo {chon wahrend de8 deut{ch-franz0- 
jtidhen Rriegcs 1m Dienjt, der Schiv. Magdalene weit hinein in Frank. 
reid) fiilhrte und heute noch in ihr u. a. die freudige Erinnerung erwect 
an cine Vegegnung mit Raifer Wilhelm I. Bn Bferlohn ftanden fie 
an den jtadtifden Wnjtalten in {chwerem Dienft unter den YNermften 
der Stadt, die thnen gerade deshalb um fo mehr an8 Serz gewachfen 
waren. WIS unjer Vater Lanfenau und der hiefige deutide Nonful 
Meier bet den gropen Yiutterhaujern um Sechweftern fiir da8 hiefige 
Deutidhe Hojpital vergeben$ angeflopft hatten und fte fdhier mutlos 
geworden waren, macdhte Gaftor Ninc-Samburg auf diefe fleine 
Shwejternfdhar aufmerffam, die endlid) nach wiederholten Vorjtellungen 
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e8 in Gottes Namen wagte, jid) im diefen fernen und auch jonjt fremden 
Boden Wmerifas verpilangen gu lajjen. Unter der Sihrung ihrer 
Oberin, Schw. Marie Rriiger, famen fte Hier an am 19. Suni 1884, 
ihrer fieben, und bildeten den gwetten und die8mal erfolgretcen Wnfang 
der Diafonie in diejem Whendlande. Die erjten Gehwejtern hatte be- 


fanntlic) der Diafoniffenvater BliedDner im Dabhre 1849 felbjt vou v 


Raiferswerth nach Pittsburgh gebracdht gu Bajtor Pajjavbant. Heute, 
beim Miicéblicl, erfennen wir in der MUbjage der gropen Vtutterhaujer 
Ddeutlich Gottes Fihrung, denn die Schwierigfeiten der erjten Yabhre 
waren jo grok, dak da8 Vewufticin, fernen Mickhalt gu Haben an einem 
Mutterhauje im alten Vaterlande, nur unt jo tiefer Hinein trieb mm die 
Wemeinjchayt mit Gott und um jo ftarfer machte gum Durcdhalten. Wie 
anders jteht e8 doch heute! Die Diafomie it nicht allein fejt einge- 
wurzgelt, trogdent die Schwejternzahl bi8sher verbaltnismakig flein 
geblieben it, jondern fie ijt auch Heimijich geworden, geminnt Sungfrauen 
aus nicdt-deutichen Gemeinden, und ijt ein wichtiger Bejtandteil der 
firdhlichen Liebestatigfeit geiworden; ja, feit Sabren betreibt unijere 
Rirde als Kirche die Diafonijjenjadhe und hat zu deren orderung einen 
eigenen Wusjhuk ermablt. Heute gablt unjer Mtutterhaus 80 Schiwejtern 
und 7 Diafonijjenfcitlerinnen, und die lutherijde Nirche diejes Landes 
9 Mutterhaujer nit uber 350 Schwejtern in 14 Hojpitalern, 2 Siechen- 
Haujern, 14 Wltenheimen, 7 Waijenhaujern, 4 Ninderheimen, 2 Sdulen 
fur Rindergartnerinnen, 1 Tochtericdule, 835 Gemeindepflegen, Diafv- 
nijjen in einer gangen Meihe anderer verjchiedenartiger Wnijtalten und 
Werfen der Snneren MiUjfion, und 27 Schweftern in der Heidenmi}jion. 
Unjer Mtutterhaus hat auch die erjten Schivejtern ausgebildet fiir die 
Mutterhaujer in Omaha und Baltimore, hat drei anderen Wtutter- 
Haujern mehr oder weniger dienen diirfen, hat Schwejtern ausgebildet 
fur die Cvangelifdhe Gemeinjdhaft und folche der Sresbyterianer Zur 
prattijden Wnleitung im der Kranfenpflege gcitiveilig aufgenommen. 
gern jet von uns aller Selbjtrubin, wir wollen aber bet diejem Subilaum 
Gottes munderbares Walten preijen, der an die ,YArmen”’ in Sjerlohn 
gedacht und fie gefekt hat zum Gegen der Lutherijcen Rirche Wmerifas, 
jomobl wie gum Gegen der Bebntarfende, die feit Cinfubrung der 
Diafonie urd) das hielige Deutiche Hofpital gegangen find und etwas 
entpfunden haben von dem Gegen der gejchulten chrijtliden Barnthersiq- 
feit. Das haben wir nachjt Gott dicfen Schwejtern zu danfen, die unter 
den zahllojen Schwierigfeiten der AnfangSszeit tichtig und treu auf ihrem 
Woften geblieben find. Das diirfen wir allen nachriihmen und dicfen 
beiden Ueberlebenden auch 3u ibrent Subilaum fagen. 

Da der 22. Wpril auf einen Samstag ficl, verleqten wir dic 
peter auf Sonntag und batten 3undchjt fitr die alteren Schweftern einen 
gemeinjamen Kaffee um drei Whr. Dann gingsS um vier Uhr 3ur 
Belper, in welder der Pajtor die Seftanjprace bhielt iiber Wjalm 92, 
13—16, und den Schwejtern gurtef: ,,Gottes Gnade hat euch gepflanat 
und Wottes Creue hat euch gepflegt!”’ Wie trefflich pakte auch das 
Direft Darauf folgende Lied des Schiwejternchors: ,,Du hajt fo wunder- 
bare Wege, um Deinen KRindern wobhlgutun.” Mach dem Gottesdienit, 
gu dem fic) auc) Glieder de8 Veriwaltungsrat8 and andere Freunde 
eingefunden atten, wurden die Qubilarinnen tm Lanfenau-Gaal 
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beqritht. Wr Wbend fam hierfelb{t die Schwejternidaft gujantmen und 
iiberreichte beiden durch Schw. Sulie mit trefflich gemabhlten Worten 
ein Baar ,,Golbdfiidhfe’, die ficherlich bald im Dtenjt der Liebe ibers 
Meer eilen werden. SYnterefjante Briefe wurden verlejen, Lieder gefun- 
gen, Erfrijdhungen ferviert und Erinnerungen gewedt, und endlich diefer 
Nubilaumstag mit Gebet gefdlofjen. Er war fiir alle ein Lag der 
heiligen Sreude und de8 Segens. Metege e8 Gott gefallen, auch diejen 
lieben Subilarinnen den 40. Sabrestag ihrer Wnfunft Hierjelbjt, den 
19. Suni 1924, in ihrer jebigen Srilche mitfetern gu lajjen! 

Mn anderer Stelle bringen wir da8 Bild der beiden Subilarinnen 
mit Frau Oberin, da8 am 25. Subilaum der hiefigen Dtafonte als 
Momentaujnahme gemacht wurde. Srau Oberin fist hinter dena Lifdy- 
cen, 3u ihrer Rechten Sch. Marianne und gur Linfen Sdhw. Yragda- 
lene mit dem Stricfzeg. 


Unfere Diafoniffenihilerinnen. 


Nm Oftermontag traten fit Sungfrauen ein, fich dem Dtenfte 
de8 SErrn in der Diafonie zu widmen. Da wir {chon feit etlichen 
Monaten gwet Diafonifjenidhiilerinnen bei uns hatten, fonnten wir am 
Ofterdien8tag einen neuen Nurjus organijieren. 8 find die Sung- 
frauen Pauline Ropf, aus Waterloo, Canada; Marie Beck, aus Colum- 
bus, Ohio; Elizabeth Mterbler, aus Reading, Ba.; Ruth Spitler, aus 
Lancajfter, Pa.; Henriette Mijthart, aus Trenton, Mt. F., und Wnna 
Ebert, und Katharine Milander, aus New Tripoli, Ra. Metoge e8 dent 
SErrn. gefallen, aus allen titchtiqe Dtenerinnen Geiner Mirdje gu 
machen! | 

OQUITTUNGEN. 


— 1921 — 


Frau J. G. Schweikert — Frau Justus Hornkohl — Frau R. Young — Frau Herman 
Vater — Fraulein D. Presser. 


— 1922 — 
Carl Gehring — Frau Belz — Frau Andreae — Frau Fuhs — Fraulein Musser — 
Frau Weiser — Frau Forrer —- Frau Frey — Frau Christ —- Frau Kunkel — Frau 
Dilgart — Fraulein Maisch — Frau Schmalzried — Frau Remak — Frau Diener — Frau 


Eschenbriicher — Frau Roth — Frau Schmidt — Frau Lenze — Frau Flodt — Frau 
Scheiffele — Frau Pfannenstein — Frau Beisler — Frau E. Scholtz — P. A. F. Keller — 
Fraulein E. Ackermann — Frau Leonard Heiss — Frau Abberger — Frau Yetter — Frau 
Ullman — Frau Feldmeier — Frau Goldberg — Frau Carl Ley — Frau B. Kleitz — Frau 
Delsuc — Frau Herman — Frau C. W. Sutton — Frau F. Krapf — Herr P. Isenschmidt 
— Frau Eisenmenger — Frau R. Corkhill — Schw. M. Rechlitz — P. E. F. Butz — Frau 
L. Frank — Schw. Marie Oehler — Schw. Rena Fuchs — Fraulein H Crusius — 
Fraulein M. Kunzmann — Frau K. Pahl — Schw. Lina Wuestner — Fraulein Paul 
Schwarz — Frau J. M. Schmid — Fraulein A. Gerndt — Fraulein M. M. Gerndt — 
Fraulein E. Gerndt — Herr A. Gerndt —- Herr W. Gerndt — Herr Paul Rose — Fraulein 


N. R. Ohl — Fraulein E. Endlich — Schw. Christine, Schwarz. 


— 1923 — 
Fraulein D. Klockow — Fraulein Louise Melleis —- Frau Meta Inzelmann — P. W. 
Arndt 2 Ex. ; 
eg (720 eae 
P. J. W. Richards. 
1100 5e—— 
Frau Mary Baumann — Frau A. Koester. 
— 1926 — 
Frau H. K. Schopp. 
—— 1927 — 


Frau E. Koven. 
CONTRIBUTIONS FOR DEACONESS MESSENGER 


Mrs. Justice Burnett — Miss A. Kauffmann — Miss Leona Kisthardt — Miss Carrie 
Knoob — Mrs. Reimer — Mrs. H. Beegle — Miss Anna Miller. 
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OUR NEW DIRECTING SISTER 


Sister Julia. Mergner, a member of > 


our Sisterhocd for twenty-seven years, 
has been elected to succeed our late 
Sister Superior, Wilhelmine Dittman. 

Our By-Laws provide that the Board 
of Trustees make the nomination and 
the deaconesses cest their ballot 
either for or against the nominee. In 
order to simplify the Board’s task, 
the Sisters had been asked to express 


their choite by a preliminary secret. 


vote and the ballcts were opened by 
the Beard at its meeting on Friday af- 
ternocn, March 17th. This vote showed 
Sister Julia to he the choice of such 
a large number that the Board unani- 
mously ‘nominated her, the announce- 
ment being made to the Sisters in the 
evening, after the Lenten service, by 
Mr. Frederick C. Hassold, the vice- 
president of the Board. Unfortunately 
the president, Mr. William P. M. 
Braun, was confined. to his home by 
ilness cn that day. A number of 
members of the Board attended this 
important meeting. The election took 
place one week later, the ballots being 
opened and counted in the presence 
of the Sisters. Sister Julia’s election 
was’ practically unanimous. Sister 
Julia was deeply touched by this ex- 
pression of confidence and by the con- 
gratulations and other evident marks 
of satisfaction and joy shown her by 
the Sisters. The Board at its regular 
meeting on April 19th, ratified the 
election and authorized Sister Julia’s 
installation in her new office on the 
afternoon of Pentecost at the public 
service to be held at 4 o’clock. 


‘istry. 


Sister Julia is a daughter of the 
late Pastor Friedrich Mergner, of the 
Lutheran« Church in Bavaria, where 
she has several relatives in the min- 
She received her early train- 
ing for the diaconate in the well- 
known motherhouse at Neuen Dettels- 


‘au, Bavaria, but was unable to entér 


the service at that time.. She accepted 


‘@ call to become a teacher at our 


Lankenau School in 1891 and became 
a member of the Sisterhood in 1895. 


Her! workat the school was interrupt- 
. ed only’ for 


when she 
Since 1896 


va & 
three years, 
was our Training Sister. 


-she has been at the head of our 


school whose development during her 
administration is due largely to her. 
leadership, administrative ability and 
progressiveness. In this important 
position she has been a real blessing 
to hundreds of girls who have at- 
tended our school, and upon whose 
gratitude and loyalty she can count. 
Sister Julia is a forceful writer and 
speaker in both English and German 
and a most successful teacher, espec- 
ially of religious branches and of his- 
tcry. Her outline of diaconics, “Der 
Diakcnicsen-Beruf” appeared in Ger- 
many in 1911, and in its English trans- 
laticn by Mrs. Harriet Krauth Spaeth, 
“The Deaconcss and Her Work.” pub- 
lished in the same year by the Gen- 
eral Council’s Board of Publication, 
is used as a textbock by mcst of the 
motherhouses May 
the Lord grant Sister Julia in full 
measure His Spirit and good health 
fcr many years of blessed service in 


in this country. 


her new position! 
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A RARE GOLDEN JUBILEE 


Fifty years ago, on April 22, 1872, 
these three Sisters were consecrated, 
officially set apart for the ministry of 
mercy. They had entered the work 
about the same time three years be- 
fore in Iserlohn, Westphalia, Ger- 
many, and from there with three 
others under the leadership of Sister 
Marie Krueger had yielded to the ur- 
gent appeal sent by Mr. John OD. 
Lankenau and his Hospital Board, ar- 
riving in Philadelphia on June 19, 
1884, thereby successfully transplant- 
ing the Lutheran deaconess work to 
this Western land. 


This photograph was taken by Mr. 
Frederick C. Hassold, a member of 
our Board, on the Silver Jubilee of 
that event, celebrated in 1909. It 
shows our late Sister Wilhelmine Ditt- 
mann seated back of the table. Sister 
Magdalene von Bracht, with her usual 
companion, her knitting, on the left, 
and Sister Marianne Kraetzer on the 
right. The pretty silver flower basket 
is a fitting emblem of the occasion. 
Sister Magdalene is still the Directing 
Sister of the Lankenau Hospital, 
though naturally relieved of many of 
her former duties, and Sister Marianne 
is ever active in relief work fo1 


abroad, collecting, packing and for- 
warding money and clothing for Dea- 
coness Motherhouses and other chari- 
table institutions in Germany and Aus.- 
tria. Sister Wilhelmine had for thir- 
teen years been at the head of our 
Sisterhood when the Lord called her 
home last January 25. Her absence 
on this golden anniversary was keenly 
felt by all of us, especially by these 
two Sisters who also are gladly look- 
ing forward to the close of their pil- 
grimage and and their heavenly home. 

On Sunday afternoon, April 23, we 
had a simple, yet impressive jubilee 
service, the pastor speaking on Ps. 
92, 12-15. After the service an in- 
formal reception was held at which 
Mr. William P. M. Braun, our presi- 
dent, extended officially the congratu- 
lations of the Board. Also Mrs. Braun, 
the secretary of the Department of 
Deaconess Work of the Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Society of the United Luth- 
eran Church, and other friends at. 
tended. These Sisters were quite un- 
conscious of the importance their 
sacrifice in coming to this country 
would be to the work of our church. 
May it please the Lord to continue 
them with us for many more years to 
come. 


THE MASTER IS COME 
AND CALLETH FOR THEE 
—St. John 11-28 


He calls for Thee—Oh can it be; 
That the dear Christ doth call for me? 
I listen—then He whispers low, 

“Tis for My sake—I love them so.” 


He calls for Thee—‘‘Child, in my stead 

Wilt thou to hungry ones give bread— 

For Me, the weary way make light 

In sad hearts crushed by sin dread 
blight? 


My little ones—Go find them, go, 
Their cries of pain do hurt Me so, 
A ministering angel thou wilt be 

If thou but bring these lambs to Me.” 


He calls in love—My child obey, 

Oh haste thee; wait not nor delay— 
For hearts are breaking with despair, 
And sick and dying need thy care. 


To His dear call with heart aglow, 

I gladly answer, gladly go, 

With Thee to guide—Thy love my 
plea— 

I’ll seek to bring lost ones to Thee. 


—EMILY J. WHEELER. 


A NEW CLASS ORGANIZED 


On Easter Monday we had the joy 
of bidding welcome to five earnest 
young women who have heeded the 
Lord’s call for laborers in His vine- 
yard and who desire to serve Him in 
the diaconate. This enabled us to 
organize a class of seven on the fol- 
lowing day, as we already had two 
candidates with us for several months. 
The class now includes Miss Pauline 
Kopf, of Waterloo, Canada; Miss Marie 
Beck, of Columbus, O.; Miss Elizabeth 
Meitzler, of Reading, Pa.; Miss Ruth 
Spitler, of Lancaster, Pa.; Miss Hen- 
rietta Kisthart, of Trenton, N. J., and 
the Misses Anna Ebert and Kathryne 
Milander, of New Tripoli, Pa. We are 
deeply grateful also to the pastors of 
these young women who, under God, 
have been instrumental in bringing 
this service to their attention, the 
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Rev. Sieger, of Lancaster; Rev. Fluck, 
of Reading; Rev. Weible, of Trenton, 
and especially to Rev. Ebert, whose 
daughter is among these candidates. 
May the Lord fill these young Chris- 
tians with His Spirit and fit them for 
many years of blessed service. 


GRADUATING EXERCISES 
OF THE CLASS OF 1922 


The graduating exercises of the ~ 
class of 1922, of the Lankenau Hos- 
pital Training School for Nurses were 
celebrated at 4 P. M., April 18th, in 
the auditorium of the Lankenau 
School for Girls. 

The graduates, singing the hymn, 
“Onward, Children Soldiers,” entered 
the auditorium. “Marching as to war,” 
continued the youthful voice. “With 
the cross of Jesus going on before,” 
came the words from joyful lips. “We 
are not divided,” rang the clear tones. 


-“One in hope and doctrine, one in 


charity,” hopeful, expectant faces bore 
witness to the words. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. John 
Seegers, invoking the blessing of 
Christ on these young lives entering 
the service of love and mercy, which 
He Himself had instituted during His 
life among men. 

Dr. Robert LeConte, of the Penn- 
sylvania Hospital, addressed the class 
in an interesting and friendly manner. 
He reminded them that truth must be 
constantly sought for and their minds 
trained to detect the unreal, the false 
in life, also that happiness and con- 
tentment always comes with good 
work. 

Diplomas were awarded by Horace 
EK. Smith, Esq., the president of the 
Hospital. 

Diplomas in their hands the grad- 
uates, from a bower of palms and daf- 
fodils, faced the audience and took 
the Florence Nightingale pledge: 

“I solemnly pledge myself before 
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Ged and in, the presence of this as- 
semkly to pass my life in purity and to 
practice my profession, faithfully. I 
will abstain from whatever is dele- 
terious and mischievious, and will not 
take ‘or knowingly administer any 
harmful drug. I will do all in my 
power to elevate the standard of my 
profession, and will hold in confidence 
all personal matters committed to my 
keep'ng, and all family affairs coming 
to my knowledge in the practice of my 
calling. With loyalty will I endeavor 
to aid the physician in his work and 
devote myself to the welfare of those 
committed to my care.” 

The benediction was pronounced by 
Rev. George W. Sandt. 

After these services a recepticn was 
given in the Lankenau Hospital in 
honor of the graduates and their 
‘friends. 

The Class of 1922: 

Hannah Rebecca Gladney, Margrete 


Marie Larsen, Charlotte Lucinda Mat- | 


thews, Irmela Witke, Lelah Margaret 
Sitterly, Florence Arline Crossley, 
Blanche Redline, Helen Elizabeth 
Poulson, “Margaret W. Koch, Mary 
Elizabeth Eager, Dorothy Alice. Sea- 
ley, Irene BK. Fosnacht, Hannah Alle- 
bach Scholl, Mildred Bertha L. Hug, 
Florence S. Mcody, Grace Alice Trace, 
Helen Neoma Weller, Mathilde M. 
Geddert, Kathryn E. Krauss and Dea- 


econess Anna M. Hunt. 
S E. 


FATHER LANKENAU’S BIRTHDAY 


Services commemorating Father 
Lankenau’s birthday were held in the 
Motherhouse Chapel March 17, at 4 
P. M., at which the chief address 
was delivered by Dr. 
As usual, special birthday dinners 
were served at the Lankenau School 
and the Old Folks’ Home, the Pastor 
and Sr. Rosa, the Assistant Directing 
Sister, being guests of the “Old Folks.” 


G. W. Sandt. | 


At 6 P. M. a?luncheon’ Was provided 
in the dining-room, when the Board 
members and wives were guests of 
the Sisters. 

Many of the guests’ remained for 
the Passion service at 8 P. M.; follow- 
ing which at a special gathering of 
the Deaconesses, Mr. Hassold, in the 
absence of the president, Mr. W. P. M. 
Braun, due to illness, announced that 
the Board had nominated Sr. Julie 
Mergner as candidate for the office 
of Directing Sister to succeed our late 
beloved “Frau. Oberin,’” *Sister Wil- 
Eelmine Dittmann. 


AN INTERESTING 
DOCUMENT FROM RUSSIA 


The original cf the picture on the 
sixteenth page was recently received 
by our Sister Alice Fisher from her 
brother-in-law, the Rev. J. A. More- 
head, D. D., Commissioner of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council to Europe. 
While visiting our motherhouse last 
November, Sister Alice and others gave 
him various sums to use for special 
cases of distress. Of this amount he 
spent $30 on Hungarians in Russia 
with wonderful effect. In a letter 
written to her from Moscow on Janu- 
ary 30th, he says: 

“A few days ago we learned that a 
camp of war prisoners having 218, 
including officers, twenty-two women 
and six children were faced with the 
danger of starvation. They reported 
to us that they had only potatoes 
enough for one day besides the small 
allowance of black bread. These men 
are soldiers of the Hungarian army 
who have been in prison in Siberia, 
some of them having married there. 
They have now gotten as far as Mos- 
cow on the homeward journey, but are 
detained in the camps here until ar- 
rangements can be made for their 
exchange and transport. 


The help formerly received through 
Dr. Nansen has been exhausted and 
so these men and their women and 
children are in desperate condition. 
Some of them are sick from under- 
nourishment, particularly the wives 
and the babies. It occurred to me that 
you and the others who gave the spe- 
cial fund for me to distribute to spe- 
cial cases would be glad for me to 
help these people with your gifts. 
Hence $30 of your gift has been used 
to purchase food packages from our 
American Relief Administration ware- 
houses for them. This included 150 
pounds of flour, 75 pounds of rice, 60 
cans of condensed milk, etc. * * * 
The gratitude of these people would 
warm your heart. There are Luth- 
erans, Reformed, Catholics and Jews 
among them. Of course no distinction 


can be made when people are without 
food. I enclose their artistic receipt 
in the Hungarian National colors. and 
signed by all in the camp, except the 
babies, whose unconscious gratitude 
you can be sure of. 


“The conditions here in Russia in 
general beggar description. It is a 
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great satisfaction that representatives 
of the Council are on the ground 
with help to give. But what we can 
do to relieve hunger, is only limited 


‘by what we have, for the need is 


ocean-wide. Please be assured that 
we are grateful to have your gifts to 
distribute. You not only satisfy hun- 
ger and rescue life, but you strengthen 
Faith.” 

. Dr. Morehead deserves the lasting 
gratitude of our church for having 
faced the grave dangers of disease 
and of bandits in penetrating Russia 
on his errand of mercy to our starving 
brethren. He escaped disease, but 
since writing the above letter he was 
attacked by bandits and robbed of all 
he carried with him, even his passport 
and his overcoat. Fortunately he es- 


caped unharmed and has since re- 
turned to Germany. May God in His 
Mercy furthermore guide and protect 
him. 

P. S—wWe have also received touch- 
ing appeals for help from Deaconesses 
in Russia, Austria and Germany. Our 
resources are exhausted. We shall be 
happy to forward contributions. 


ITEMS FROM THE DIARY OF OUR MOTHERHOUSE 


The Easter holidays were spent at 
home by all but a few of our girls of 
the Lankenau School. These enjoyed 
our special services during Holy Week 
and were especially interested in the 
HKaster decoratious and in the “barn- 
yard” with its many chicks, birds and 
bunnies, of the Children’s Hospital. 
The school closed on Friday before 
Palm Sunday and resumed its work 
on Tuesday after Easter. 


Our Children’s Hospital is always 
interesting and the “Messenger” 
would be very happy to intreduce our 
readers to our little patients. He 
could tell you of Jews and Gentiles, of 
Protestants and Romanists, of little 
Mes who show a remarkable Chris- 
uan knowledge and interest and cf 
others who lie there listless because 
they nave perhaps never heard of 


Jesus. Each day in the hospital is 
begun and ended with at least one 
hymn -and a prayer with the little 
patients. Among the most interesting 
with us at present is six-year-old 
Willie, whose skull was fractured by 
a brick playfully thrown from a bridge 
to a pool of water below, but which 
struck the body’s head _ instead. 
Though a serious operation was neces- 
sary, he recovered sufficiently to take 
a prominent part in the Haster exer- 
cises of the children in the surgical 
ward. He is a pupil of our kinder- 
garten and therefore does not feel 
strange among the Sisters, always 
ready to greet them with a friendly 
smile. 

The “Messenger” would like to have 
you step into the room of nine-year- 
old Sarah, who has been with us for 
several weeks. She is proud of the 
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fact that one of her aunts is a mis- 
sionary to Japan and she herself has 
a remarkably developed religious life. 
She missed her Bible very much and 
when a New Testament was handed 
her, within two days she read the 
Passion Story of our Lord in each of 
the four Gospels. Naturally Sarah is 
one of those cheerful patients whose 
smile well repays for any service 
rendered. 


A portable X-ray machine has been 
added to the equipment of our Chil- 
dren’s Hospital, thanks to the efforts 
of our efficient resident physician, Dr. 
L. M. Earle. Formerly all of our X- 
ray work was dcne in that depart- 
ment of the Lankenau Hospital, but 
now the laborious transportation of 
patients is eliminated and fractured 
limbs can be photographed without 
moving the children. This machine 
is also of great value in fluoro-scop- 
ing, so important in many cases. 


During the past year 12,065 patients 
were admitted to our Children’s Hos- 
pital, a total of 21,344 since it was 
opened in 1889; 975 operations were 
performed on the 1076 surgical pa- 
tients, 134 contributed something and 
137 nothing toward their support, the 
rest paid the usual rates. We had 533 
girls and 732 boys among our patients. 
It is interesting to note this differ- 
ence in favor of the girls. 

In our Dispensary 3114 children re- 
ceived 20,925 treatments. Of these 
visits 16,081 were for surgical treat- 
ment, 377 for medical, 897 for ear, 
nose and throat trouble, and 159 for 
diseases of the eyes. We lost forty- 
‘two patients by death. : 


Among the recent patients at the 
Lankenau Hospital were the Rev. H. 
A. Weller, D. D., president of the Min- 
isterium of Pennsylvania; Sister Lucy 
Kyst’r, of the Baltimore Motherhouse; 
the Rev. A. E. Youse, of Meyerstown; 
Mr. Nobosi Asaji, a Japanese student 
of our theological seminary, Mount 
Airy; the Rev. Dr. Milton Valentine, 
professor of the Theological Seminary 
at Gettysburg, and Mrs. H. Alleman, 
wife of another professor of the same 
institution; also Mr. Edmund. R. 
Teukner, who for many years has been 
the treasurer of our Motherhouse. We 
are happy to add that all have recov- 
ered, or are improving. 


Four of the girls of our Lankenau 
Schcol, Marjorie Leopold, Leonore 
Sachs, Emma Wurst and Mary Anna 
Klann, after having been duly in- 
structed in the doctrines of the Luth- 
eran faith by Sister Julia Mergner, 
prine pal of the school, were confirm- 
ed by our Pastor in our chapel on 
Palm Sunday morning. Confirmation 
is not an annual event in our congre- 
gation because as a rule the girls who 
are prepared are able to réturn for 
Palm Sunday to the church of their 
parents to be confirmed. Therefore 
because it is unusual the congrega- 
tion seems to receive the greater in- 
sp'ration and a stronger desire to re- 
new and keep the confession made by 
them at their own confirmation. 


All nature put on her most glorious 
robes to greet the Easter dawn, even 
the birds poured from their throats 
such ficods of delirious music that the 
whole earth and the air seemed to re- 
sound with the Angel’s message, and 
when Sister Flora played as a prelude 
to the early Matin service Handel’s 
Hallelujah Chorus, our hearts were 
lifted in gladness again to the Throne 
of Grace in praise and adoration of 
the Risen Savior. The cross had been 
removed from the altar where in its 
place were beautifully arranged palms 
and the white blossoms of the apple 
and magnolia and Easter lilies, signi- 
fying the purity and divinity of the 
Savior and His victory over death and 
hell. 

At 10,30 we assembled here again 
for the regular morning service, while 
from 9.30 to 10 o’clock a chorus made 
its usual round in the Lankenau Hos- 
pital, singing its Easter carols on 
each of the five floors. We had no 
evening service, making it possible for 
many of the Sisters to attend the Has- 
ter Vesper service in churches of the 
city. 


Our Sister Marie Berntsen who has 
now spent a full year at the Eben 
Ezer Sanitarium near Brush, Colorado, 
has sent us a very hopeful Easter 
letter. She is regaining her strength 


sufficiently for daily exercise and is 


exceedingly anxious to resume her 
work. She feels able to do so, but the 
doctor said, “We want to keep you 
feeling well, and when you get well 
there will be thirty years or so for you 


to work, otherwise cnly three or 
four.” We are deeply grateful to God 
for having so blessed the efforts made 
by the faithful physicians and others 
to restore Sister Marie and wish to 
express again our thanks to the Rev. 
J. Madsen and his devoted Deacon- 
esses for their kindness to her. It 
certainly means much to have a Luth- 
eran sanitarium conducted in such a 
Christian spirit and thoroughly ef- 
ficient manner. 


On the evening of February 14th 
our Sisters and friends enjoyed an 
illustrated lecture by our Pastor on 
deacones work. Many of the slides, 
including one of Fliedner’s ce'ebrated 
little garden house in Kaiserswerth 
and the original Mctherhouse, were 
shown for the first time in this coun- 
try. 


The deaconess Cause was presented 
by our Pastor in Grace Lutheran 
Church, Royersford, the Rev. J. F. 
Kramlich, on Sunday evening, Febru- 
ary 12th, in St. John’s Church, Has- 
TOM sano eV. For K.P retzZs Poe. Ds 
where our Sister Edith Stagg has 
been in parish work for fifteen years. 
on Sunday morning, February 19th, 
and in Grace Church, Norristown, the 
Rev. C. M. Snyder, on Sunday morn- 
ing, March 26th. He also addressed 
the Lutheran Sunday School Work- 
ers of Reading, Pa., on April 18th, on 
the training of Parish Workers. Every- 
where he found a warm welcome and 
genuine interest. 


On Saturday the 11th of March, our 
Sisters Elsa Dodenhoff and Louisa 
Cluss sailed on the S. S. America for 
a six months’ sojourn in Germany. 
After a somewhat stormy voyage they 
- arrived safely on March 23d in 
Bremen. May the Lord grant them 
new strength and joy and a safe re- 
turn about October ist. 


A most interesting lecture on the 
conditicns in Poland was delivered to 
our Sisters at the Motherhouse by 
Pref. A. Wolf, Ph. D., who was sent 
to this country in the interests of the 
higher education carried on by the 
Lutherans in Lodz, Poland. The fact 
that he served as an artillery officer 
in the Russian army and now is a 
reserve officer of the Polish army, 
added special interest to his com- 
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ments ch present conditicns and their 
causes. He delivered his address in 
very gocd English which he _ had 
learned from British army. officers in 
a German prison camp. Though the 
constitution of this new Republic 
guarantees full religious freedcm and 
civil rights to Protestants, these guar- 
antees are simply ignored by the 
Roman hierarchy and its’ servants 
amcng the officials of the State, es- 
pecially in outlying districts, where 
an appeal for justice and for rights 
under the law may merely be met by 
the remark, “It is a long way to War- 
saw.” Lutheran schcols and chapels 
have in numercus instances simply 
been turned over to the Romanists 
by the local authorities and in many 
other ways the rights of the Prot- 
estant minority disregarded. 


Our Motherhouse lost one of its old- 
est employes in the unexpected death 
cf Adolph Rauskolb on March 12th. 
He was a painter and a man of con- 
siderakle artistic ability, and had 
served us faithfully for more than 
twenty-five years. The funeral serv- 
ice was held in our chapel on March 
15th. Mr. Rauskolb leaves no chil- 
dren. His widow was also formerly 
in our cmploy. 


Miss Emily J. Wheeler, who con- 
tributes the poem appearing on the 
first page of this issue of “The Dea- 
ecness Messenger,” has for some tim? 
been an assistant to our Sisters in 
charge of our Home for the Aged at 
the Motherhouse. By personal obser- 
vation and experience she knows the 
great need and blessings of the m’n- 
istry of mercy. We appreciate Ter 
poetic contribution and pray that its 
plea may find a response in the hearts 
cf some of our readers still looking 
for a worthwhile task in life. 


A young woman spending her week- 
end at home, found there a copy of 
“The Deaconess Messenger.” She 


heeded the Master’s call and at once 


entered into a correspondence with 
us. She is one of the candidates who 
came to us on Haster Monday. Who 
will be the next to follow her ex- 
ample? The possibility for the exten- 
sion of this ministry of mercy is limit- 
ed only by the number of consecrated 
young women volunteering for this 
service. 
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VISSNd WOU LNANNOOG 


Mer Miakonissen- Freund 


NRierteljahresfhrift des Diafoniffen-Mruritterhanfes in Bhiladelphta. 


32, Sahraang. sali 1922. acta Nummer 3. 


Cinfeqnung und Cinfihrang. 


Eine Doppelfeicr war e8, die am Nachniittag de8 Lfingitfeltes untere 
Rapelle weit itberfillte — die Cinjegnung von acht Schwejtern und die 
Cinfiihrung unjerer neuen Oberin. Wud) die Cinjegnung jelbjt erhielt 
noc) eine weitere Bedeutung dadurdy, dak die eine Schwejter jest crit im 
unjer Mtutterhaus cintrat und gugleich uns mit einer neuen Wtjjions- 
arbeit verband. Diefer Tag gehort aljo gu den bedeutungsvollften im der 
Gejchichte unjeres WMtutterhaujes. Sn der vorbergehenden Woche maren 
die acht zur jtillen Sammlung im Yutterhaufe gujammen gefommen, dret 
derfelben von Wubenjtationen, um fitch recht auf ibren Chrentag gu rititen 
durcd die Vetrachtung des Wortes Gottes, Selbitpriifung, Gebet und 
®Gemeinjchajt. Wir nahmen miteinander den 1. Norintherbrief durch, der 
jo iuberreich ijt in der Behandlung gerade jolcher Bragen, die fitr die 
Stellung de Chrijten 3u Gott, 3u anderen und zum Dienjte im VBorder- 
grund jtehen. Ieben Vertwandten der Schwejtern Hatten fieh auch eine 
ganze Reithe ‘ajtoren und viele Breunde der Diafonie eingejtellt; unter 
legteren war eine Gruppe fritherer Schiilerinnen Sch. Sulies bejonders 
pon Yew Yorf gefommen, um an diefem Tage fie 3u ehren. Bon Balti- 
nore war die Oberin, Schw. Sophie Sepfon, erfchienen, fomwie etliche in 
Philadelphia jtationierte Schwejtern jencs Miutterhaujes; der Baftor des- 
jelben, D. Say, nab als Bertreter der Diafonijjenbehsrde, deren Schrift- 
fibrer er it, an dem Cinjegnungsaft teil. 

Der Pajtor grimdete jetne Wnipracdhe auf Boh. 12, 26: Wo Yeh 
bin, da foll Mein Diener auch fein,” und fithrte aus, wie Nefu Diener an 
der Seite hres Herrn fein dirfen im Dienit, im Veiden und in der Gerr- 
lichfeit. Seder Schwejter wurde bet ibrer Cinjeqnung ein Denkjprucd 
gegeben. Gchmefter Edith Baden aus Brooflyn, Mt. Y., erhielt Soh. 18, 
15; Schw. Chrijtine Stecfroth, aus Hagleton, Ba., Soh. 14, 18; Schw. 
Wnna Hund aus Sewiclen, Pa., Soh. 14, 12; Schw. Lydia Sijcher aus 
Scranton, Ya., Yoh. 14, 23; Sdhw. Florence Verhtold aus Philadelphia, 
sob. 18, 34; Sdmw. Yona Bonner aus Wiliance, Ohio, Yoh. 14, 27; 
Sdhw. Anna Heingmann aus Ytew Britain, Conn., Yoh. 14, 21: und 
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Shw. Emma Sranci8 von St. Croix, Wejt Bndien, Offbg. 3, 8. Der 
lekten legte ebenfalls Baftor Corbe als Vertreter unferer Ntijjionsbehsrde 
fiir Wejt Sndten jegnend die Sand auf, unter deren Leitung Saw. Emma 
bisher in St. Croix und jekt unter ihren nach New Yorf in groper Zabl 
cingewanderten dunflen Bolfsgenojjen utherijhen Glaubens arbeitet. 
Man hegt die Hoffnung, im Herbjt gwei VBungfrauen desjelben Volfes 
uns 3ur Wusbildung 3ujenden gu fonnen und dann in abjehbarer Beit 
unter Sdhw. Eminas Lecitung ein eigenes Diafonijfenhaus, wahridhemlich 
in New Yorf, gu griinden. WUnjere Freunde werden fic mit uns freien, 
dak unfer Mutterhaus, das fir die Grimdungsgeldhidte mehrerer Vtutter- 
haujer unferes Landes von Bedeutung gewejen ijt, auch Zu diejeim neucn 
Werke unter unferen jdwarzen Glaubensgenoffen die Hand bieten darf. 
Sdhw. Emma, die von ibrer Heimat in Weft Sndien nach Miedhowiz fain 
und als Brobefdhwejter diente bis fte bon dent dDanijchen Weijjtonsverein 
nach den fetther von Wimerifa erworbenen Ynfeln gejchictt. wurde, tit bon 
der Oberin jencs Mtutterhaujes, Sdw. Bertha von Thtele-WsinfFler, warn 
empfoblen worden und bat fich das volle Vertrauen unjerer Schivejtern 
erivorben. 

Direft auf die Cinfeqnung folgte die Cinfiihrung von Schw. Vultee 
Mergner als Oberin. Schlicht war diefer Wt, doch eindrucfspoll und jir 
unfer Mautterhaus von weittragender Bedeutung. Dammit wurde nicht 
allein unjerer Gchwejternjchaft, die jeit dent Setmgang unjerer lt. Schw. 
Wilhelmine Dittmann halb verwaijt war, wieder eine Wetter gegeben, 
jondern auch im Blicl auf die fich jtetS jteigernden *orderungen der Wrrs- 
bildung der Schwejtern und Wnpajfung der Diafonte etne iuhrerin, gu 
der alle bolles Bertrauen haben. Whre reice Erfahrung, die jie als lang- 
jabrige Veiterin unjerer Lochterjeule, und gubor als Brobemeijterin ge- 
janmmelt hat, riiftet fie, jelbjt von allem anderen abgefehen, in ganz befon- 
derem Mtabe aus 3u diejem jo verantivortungsvollen Wmt. Der treue 
Hetland, dem wir dienen, ohne den wir nichts fonnen und odurc) den wir 
alleS vermogen, erhalte ifre Kraft noc aut viele Sabre und {chente ihr 
immer mehr Wersheit bon oben und freudigen. Mut, dap fie unjerem 
Hauje, ja der Diafonie unjeres Landes, ein reicher Gegen werde! 

Nach dem Gottesdienit in der RNapelle begaben fich die Wniwejenden 
gunt Sperjejaal, wo leichte Erfrijhungen jerviert wurden. Hier bot fich 
aud) mehreren der Gafte Gelegenbeit, in furgzen Wnfiprachen dem Mtutter- 
fauje jomobhl mie der neuen Oberin und den eingejeqneten Schwejtern 
ripe und Segensmimide gu iuberbringen. B3uerjt fprach Chrw. D. 
Weller, Prajes de§ Minijteriums von PBenn{ylvanien, der ein twoarmer 
reund der Diafonie und unjeres Murtterhaujes ijt. Shm folgten D. Sav, 
Paftor Corbe und D. %. Gaul, Reftor des Mutterhaujes in Gallneufirden, 
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der auf fener Winerifaretfe gerade alS Gajt im Mutterhaufe weilte und 
auch) alS Glied der Naiferswerter Nonjereng hergliche Worte des Dankes 
umd der Ermunterung an uns richtete. Das Schhupwort hatte Pajtor 
D. Berfemeier, der un8 fehon am Morgen eine herrlicshe Pfingitpredigt 
gebalten hatte. Bon langer Rranfheit wieder hergeftellt, wurde er bon 
allen alteren Schwejtern und Freunden de8 Haufes aufs bheraglicjte be- 
qriikt; alle freuten fic), dah er in feiner fritheren Nraft und MunterFeit 
wieder auftreten fonnte. Erjt nach fieben Ubr gerjtreuten fic) die Gajte. 
Dann wurde cS jtille und fand die Hawsgerteinde de lekte Gelegenhert 
sur Gammiung und zur inneren Riijtung auf die 2Zhendmabhlsfeter, mit 
welder diefer bedeutungsvolle und reich gejeqnete Pfingittag fetnen Hobe- 
puntt und Uhfehluy fand. Wohl jeder,-der den Tag miterlebte, wird mit 
Danf gegen Gott daran denfen und nod) lange an jeinem Gegen froh 
werden. 

Win folgenden Whend verlas der Pajtor Briefe und Telegramme bon 
Rirdenbehorden und Mutterhaujern, die finferem Hauje zur neuen Oberin 
Gottes Gegen wiinjcdten. Wir wal en, dafx auc) die Mutterhaujer im 
alten Waterlande unferer neuen Oberin und unjeres Werfes im ihrer 
eirbitte gedenfen werden, wie jie ja aud) in unferer Trauer uns darin 
eingejclojjen haben. 


Seijeberidt von Paftor Badmann. 
(Schlug) * 


3. We ent}chieden chrijtliden und firdlicen Richtungen fampfen ge- 
ineinjam um die Erhaltung des Religionsunterridts in der Bolfsfchale. 
Son vor der Revolution, die ein chrijtlides Herrjherhaus vertrieb und 
veinden der Kirdhe das Szepter in die Gand gab, jahen viele die drobende 
Gefabr. Leider hatten fie e8 nicht hindern fonnen, dak die Mehrzahl der 
Golfsjdhullehrer dem alten Glauben den Riicfen Fehrte und viele fich der 
Umjturgparter anfehloffen. WS nun der Brud fam, weigerten fich nicht 
nur bviele Lehrer, ferner Religion8unterricht gu erteilen, jondern auch die 
Schulbehorden, Religion im LVehrplan beizgubehalten. C8 war ja nur mit 
oreuden 3u begriiken, day Chrijtenfinder nicht mehr den Religionsftunden | 
joldher Lehrer ausgeliefert werden follten, aber andererfeits wuten es 
Die Chrijten ebenjo wie ihre Fetnde, die triumpbhterend behaupteten: ,,.Hat 
die Rirde feine Schule mehr, jo jtirbt fie von felbjt ab.’ Brof. Shmels 
erflarte jon im Sabre 1916 mit Recht: ,,Die Bufunft der Kirde als 
Volfstirde jteht und fallt geradezu damit, dab eine Erziehung der Sugend 


* Leider fontmt der Metjebericht erjt dieSmal zum WAWbjchlup, da der ,,Diafo-= 
niffenfreund” jeit Sanuar 1921 nur bierteljahriich erfcheint und felbjt dann nicht 
jede Nummer den notigen Raum bot, Die damaligen Veobachtungen treffen jedoch 
auch heute noch zu.—G. F. B. 
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un Glauben der Nirche und zum Glauben der Nirche gewabhrletitet wird.” 
Wut einer Bibelfonjereng in Breflum-war ic) Zeuge einer lebhaften Ver- 
Handling uber dieje grage und jreute nud) von Herzen itber den Gifer, 
die Umijieht und die Opterrreudigfert, wont man den ReligionSunterricht 
durch wirklich glaubige Lehrer gu ficern juchte. Dagu aurgetordert, gab 
id in moglichiter Nirze cinen Cinblicf in das religton$loje und doch gewobhn- 
lich nicht religionsjeindlide Wejen unjerer amerifanijdhen Boltsichule. 
Die Wusbildung und njtellung bejonderer NReligitonslehrer auf Nojten 
chrijtlicder Schulvereine {chien die eingige Lojung Zu bieten, mu doch die 
Ortsbehorde, wo eine genugende Wngabhl Cltern die Yorderung jtellen, 
Neligionsunterricht gejtatten. Doch auch dann noc) mwifjen jtch die Gegner 
gu beljen. Go ergablte mir eine befenntnistreue Iteligionslehrerin einer 
jtadtiichen Hoberen Mtadchenjdule, dak fie nur auf die fajt einmittige yor- 
derung der Cltern auf ihrem SSojten geblieben jet, 3um grogen YXerger des 
religtonsfeindliden Schulreftors; dtejer jtellte Dann aber noch eine giveite 
Lehrerin an, dte jeine Znjichten vertrat und teilte den Unterricht jo ein, 
Dap jede Klajje auch gewijje Stunden bet dertelben hatte und jo unter ifren 
Cinfluk fonumen follte. Durd) Privatjchulen modjten andere dann den 
Religionsunterrict den Kindern fichern. Wher — da8 Staatsgejek ver- 
fangt, Dag die Minder die erjten dret Yabre die Staatsicule befuchen. 
Brivatidhulen mitfjen aljo mit dem bierten Gchuljahre antangen. Die 
gyolgen fann vat fich leicht dDenfen. Cin weiteres Gelek trifft die PBrivat- 
jehulen jchwer, laut welchem fie diefelben Gebhalter 3u zablen haben, die der 
Staat fjeinen fogtalijtijden Lehrern auf eine der Veuerung entiprechende 
Hobe gejtellt hat, die jedoch) jitr viele Brivatidhulen unerjhwinglich find. 
So wurde mir von folchen evangelijden Schulen ergablt, die infolgedejfjen 
eingehen mupten, jedoch bon romijden Organtjationen ermworben und mit 
Lehrichweftern befest wurden, die natirlich feinen Gebhalt begziehen. 

We chrijtlicen Religionsgemeinfchaften find dadurch in den Kampf 
um das SHeiligite getrieben. Yueh erflarten die Wenden in der Naujth 
durch ihren wendifcen Nationalausjidhu die deut}chen mittleren und hobe- 
ren Bildung8anjtalten als ,,die Brutitatten de8 modernen Unglaubens” 
und ,,daB der Unglaube neben iwidrigen fogialen Zujtanden das deut}de 
Volt unbhaltbar zugrunde ricftet.”” Dah die romijce Rirde fic) mit aller 
Macht gegen diefe Eingriffe de3 Staates webhrt, ijt wohl jelbjtverjtanolicd, 
allen boran der Erabijchof von Coln, Kardinal von Hartmann, der aufs 
fraftigite unterftitgt wird bon dem. etiwa 24,000 Glieder zablenden fatholi- 
jen Lehrerverein, der fich ebenjo wie der Kardinal {don im Yovember 
1918 energijch verwabhrte gegen die Eingriffe ,,ciner nur vorlaufigen Re- 
‘gterung.” Der Kardinal erflarte freimittig: ,Wir fatholijdhen Bijdhofe 
fonnen unjer Sandeln nicht abbangig machen von den wandelbaren Wtet- 
nungen der Ntenfechen, jondern mitfjen uns leiten lajjen bon den uniwandel- 
baren Bringipien der ewigen Wahrheit.” Es ware wahrlich gu witnjden, 
daB evangelifde Rircenbehorden ebenjo prompt und energt{c) ihre Redte 
wahren und die religidje Erziehung evangelijdher Kinder jicher jtellen 
wirden! 

Die Kirche, vielmehr die Yunere Mifjion, aeht aber auch mit newem 
Gifer den breiten Waffen de8 Volfes nach durch) Wort und Sdhrift und 
dDurd) die Tat der fuchenden, Helfenden Liebe. Die nicht jeltene Kage, 
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das Whriftentimtr jet aus Deutfdhland verjcwunden, berubt nicht auf Tat- 
Jachen, jondern ijt rein aus der Luft gegrijffen oder auf einjeitige Beob- 
acdhtung gejtigt. Winerifanijdhe Neligionsgemeinichajtcn, die ihren YXn- 
Hangern vorreden, jie mitpten jest alle Rrajt etnycyen wm unicr dem 
dceutiden Volfe gu mijjionteren, weil unter den Deutfehen jelbjt fein wabhres 
ShHrijintiuit mehr gu tinden fet, tiihren ihre Leute irre und beweijen mehr 
Sijer um dite Verbreitung ihrer Sefte, als unt die Nettung gefabrdeter 
Seelen. Was ich) dritben gejfehen und ertabren habe, bat mir das Herz 
Iwarnt gemacht, mid) nut aujridtiger Ebriurcht erjitllt por den Mtannern 
und Srauen in der lutherifchen Kirche und innerhalb der evangeltjdhen 
Sirde Preubens. Cine folche Tiefe de8 inneren Lebens, folche felbftlofe 
Hingabe an den HErrn und Sein Werk, jolch heiliqer Ernft und riicéfichts- 
{ojer Vefennermut, find nur moglich bet Menfchen, die gwar noch in der 
Welt, dod) nicht niehr von der Welt find, die mit diejent Leben, jo weit cs 
die eigene ‘Serjon betrifft, abgejdhlojjen haben und nur noch im Letbe wallen 
vin Gottes Reich und de8 Machiten Heil gu fordern, fo lange e8 Gott gejallen 
mag. em, nicht nocd) mehr auslandijdhe Geften, feten fie gleich im allge- 
meinen ebangelijder WUWrt, Hat Deutichland notig, jondern nur die VBruder- 
Hand der ehrlicjen Letlnahine in diejer vergiweitelten Motlage. Helfen wir 
nur die Mitel verjcaften, dak die Glaubensbriidcr dritben wentaftens das 
Whernotwendig}te haben fiir ihre Exijteng und fiir die Arbeit im Neide 
Gottes! Tidhtige Nratte, Manner und Frauen, tind unter ibnen felbjt 
boihanden; angefichts der givangsiweife in der Heimat weilenden Vet}jionare 
jogar inchr al8 Verwendung finden fonnen. Biir die Bufiunft des echten 
ChHriftentums in Deut{hland braucht niemandemt 3u bangen. Gott bat 
mehr denn ,,fteben taujend, die ihre Nnice nicht qebeugt haben vor Baal.” 
sit der Stelling gum Chrijtentum finden fich dritben die jharfiten Gegen- 
jase. Der alte Glaube bictet dem modernen Heidentum Tro und greift 
dicks fapfer an ohne viel 3u fragen nach Sieg oder jcheinbarer Mieder- 
lage. Wut Cingelnes fann ich bier nicht eingehen, doch eriwahnen mbdhte 
ich wenigitens die majjenhajte Verbreitung chriftlicder Schriften und Shig- 
batter, die jo ftarf bejuchten Bibelfonferengen, und die unter groBem 
Sudrang und in echt evangeltjdhent Geijte qebaltenen Evanagclijationsver- 
jamnilungen. Sn diejen Stiicfen fann unfere Rirche in Xmerifa nocd vicl 
pon dritben fernen. ch fand jon im Sommer 1920 viel entfchiedenes, 
befenntnigtreues und opferfreudiges Chrijtentiuun unter Laicn nicht weniger 
alg unter Geiftlicen, jo dak ich trog aller weiteren fchiweren RKampfe pom 
Siege de8jelben itberzeugt bin. 


Sch bin feit meiner Reije jelbit angefichts de8 auperen Niickqanas 
Deut{hlands unter dem Druc jeiner Beinde und der befonders anfangs 
auffallenden Untabigfeit fener politijden Sibrer noch mehr beftarft wor- 
den in meiner Uehergeugung, dak das deutihe Bolf auch ohne politifehe 
Machtitehing durch jeine getitige und moralijcde Ueberleqenheit in abjebh- 
barer Sctt jerne Wegner itberfliigeln und fie gwingen wird, wieder Zu thm 
aufguidauen. B3uagleich wird das Chrijtentium int deut}hen Bolfe eine 
Macht entfalten, herrlider denn je guvor. Gott hat in Geinem werijen 
Mat der Kirche durch die Revolution einen qroBeren Dienjt erwiejen als fte 
jegt abnt. Wer jtaathcen Stiitken beraubt, wird fich die Rirche alfein 
auf Gott verlajjen lernen, und von der Gorge um die Gunjt der Obrigfeit 
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befreit, wird fie ui fo eifriger fich an die Majjen des Volfes wenden und 
endlich werden, was die Vejten langjt erjtrebten und uns in Wimerifa foun 
modglich ift cine ecjte Bolfsfirde. us diejer werden unter Gottes 
Leitung fich Segensftrome ergieBen in alle Schichten de8 Volfes und hinaus 
in Die weite Welt bis 3u den entferntejten Volfern, auch 3u uns in merifa. 
Wott gebe es! 


Blicke ich jest noch einmal auf die ganze Retje Zuri, jo mu ich 
befennen, daB jie 3u meinen fojtlidjten LebenSerfahrungen gehort. Wenn 
der eine oder andere Lejer etivas mitempfunden hat bon meiner wreude, 
und etwas gewonnen an Verjtandnis fiir die gegenwartige Lage der Kirche 
Dritben und fiir Gottes cbhenjo wunderliches wie herrlicdes Weltregiment, 
jo ijt mir die Mtiihe de$ Berichtens reichlich gelohnt. Gang bejonders miirde 
ich nich freuen, wenn manchent dabei da8 Herz warm geworden ware fur 
Die Mot der Glaubensbritder und er fich nicht irre machen lieBe durch Mtach- 
richten von der giille, in der jo viele Dritben [eben. Diejes mag ja wabhr 
jein; aber ebenfo wabr ijt, dak fajt alle Gajtoren in Ytot find, dak die 
lolide Mtittelflafje in den Stadten Leidet, dah ehrbare betagte Mtanner und 
srauen, die gang auf die Cinfiinfte ihres frither vollig Hinretchenden 
RNapitals angerwiejen find, jest vergweiteln und gugrunde gehen, weil jte 
mit den paar taufend Mtarf Zinjen nicht etnmal auf Vtonate die notigiten 
Bediirfnijje decen fonnen. C8 it ferner abjolut wabr, dak viele Wnitalten 
der Srneren Wtijjion tatjachlich thre Liiren fchlieRen, thre Wtleqebefohlenen 
entlatjen miifjen, cinerlet wobhin, wenn nicht auslandijdhe Glaubensgenojjen 
ibnen auf langere Beit die Mtittel jtellen. ,,.Was nicht gur Tat wird, hat 
fernen Wert.’ Unfere Kenntnis und unjere Tetlnahme, unfer Glanbe und 
unjer Befenntnis haben feinen Wert, wenn fie nicht aur Tat fihren. 
Mochte denn auch dtefjer Bericht un anregen gu neuen Taten fitr dte 
Glaubensbriider driiben, deren Gajftfreund{chatt und Liebe ich mie ver- 
gejjen twerde! 


Die Chicaqvuer Konfereng fir innere Mirijfion. 


Cine freie Nonfereng vereinigte in Chicago vom 12. bis 15. Mtai iiber 
130 Serufsarbeiter der inneren Wtijiion gu einer hochjt anregenden und 
gefegneten Bejprechung der mannigfaltigen Wrbeit und Grobleme. Das 
Verdient, diefe Monfereng fo weitsiigig geplant und jo erfolgreich durch- 
gefiihrt 3u haben, gebihrt einem bon jeder offiziellen firchlidhen Verbin- 
dung und Verantwortung unabhangigen Xusjhup unter der Bubrung des 
Bajtors W. Hering, Leiter de8 Bnneren Weijfionsvereins und dejjen Wrbei- 
ten in Bittsburgh. Cr wurde von der Nonfereng cinjtimmig zum Vorfiker 
eriwablt und leitete die Sigungen mit gropem Gejdicf. Su dem erwabhn- 
ten Mus8jichuz gehorte auch P. Herman &. Briticdhel, Meftor de8 von Pajja- 
pant gegrimbdeten Mutterhaujes in Wiilwaufee. Obmobhl dieje Nonfereng 
Die gweite Ddiefer Wrt war, iibertraf fte doc) die bor etlichen Yahren in 
New Yorf abgehaltene bei weitem an Bedeutung, auch jehon wegen der 
beachtenSiwerten Tatjache, day bon jedem lutherijchen Rirchenforper diejes 
Landes, der iiberhaupt innere Mtijjion treibt, Glteder fich- aftib beteiligten. 
Die Verfchiedenheiten der Whjtammung, der Sprachen und der Synoden 
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traten ganz in den Hintergriund angefichts der groBen gemeinjamen Ynter- 
efjen und Y%ufgaben. Bon den 3chn Diafonijjenmutterfaujern waren nur 
die beiden fleinjten nicht beteiligt; Mtinneapolis und Bruyh, Virhvautee, 
Chicago, Omaha, St. Baul, Sort Wayne, Baltimore, Brooflyn und Phrla- 
delphia waren vertreten; neben mebhreren Schwejtern waren fiint Diato- 
nijjenpfarrer anivejend. WWbaejehen von den Verhandlungen felbjt. war 
jehon Der Ungang mit Mannern und Frauen anregend, deren Wiege m 
Deutichland oder in Sechweden, Itoriwegen oder Danemarf, im Ojten oder 
Wejten Wimerifas gejtanden hatte, die alle mehr oder weniger ihre Cigen- 
art beibehalten batten. Cin bejonderer Grund zur Breude und Hoffnung 
ijt Der Gifer und das qejunde Verjtandnis, mit dem das jiingere Gejdhlecht 
in der Arbeit jteht. Die Beit ijt Hoffentlich endlich vorbei, da wir nod 
gegen die Veiwirrung von Vegritten und Grundjagen fanipfen mitijen, 
in fleineren Rreijen wie auf Kirdhenverjammiungen, weil fich, noch manche 
an dem Namen ,,the Snner Witton” jtoBen und die hierzulande in grob- 
artigem Stil betriebene Humanitare Wobhlfahrispflege, ,,Soctal Gervice,’’. 
furgiweg jur identi{ch mit der inneren Wtifjion erflaren und diefer einfach 
jenen Ytamen geben wollen. Smmer wieder betonten auch jingere Brier 
den tiefgreifenden Unterjdied. Das it namentlich dent Cinflup von ajtor 
D. Obl 3u verdanfen, der iwie fein giveiter in AXmerifa jeit fajt viergig 
Sahren die innere Mtijjion gu feinem Spegialjtudium gemacht und durd 
fein Buch She Snner Weijjion” weite Kreije autgeflart hat. WWndere, wre 
Brot. Byeiffer vom theol. Seminar der Ohio Synode, haben fretlich arc) 
dagu biel betgetragen. Die Traqiweite jelbit des Mamens tit jedDem flar, 
der da wei}, daB fatt alle nicht lutherijdhe Rirchenqemeinidhaften dtejes 
Landes ihre abnliche 2Wrbeit fursweg als ,,Social Service’ begzetchnen und 
mit den rein fogialen Organijationen gewohnlich ohne Weiteres Hand in 
Hand gehen. ; 

Die Nonfereng wurde am Breitagmorgen um 10 Uhr mit einer Wn- 
dacht eroffnet, tagte jeden Wtorgen, Itachmittag und bend, auper Gams- 
tagnachmittag, da die Gajte eine YWutotour machten, etliche Wnitalten der 
fehr regen und vieljettigen inneren Wti}jionstatiqfeit in Chicago 3u bejuchen. 
Wm Sonntagmorgen und -abend ftanden YBertreter der inneren Wtijjion 
auf vielen Rangeln der Stadt tm Snterejje diejer grogen Gace, die auch 
ant Yachmittag einer Maljenverjammiung von ‘ajtor Yohnjon-Chicago 
und von Bajtor D. Nnubel, Brajes der VBereinigten Luth. Kirche, ans Hers 
gelegt wurde in begeijternden Worten. 

Wuf die einzgelnen Whhandlungen fonnen iwir Hier leider nur furs 
~ binweijen. Die Manntafaltiqfeit der behandelten ragen war wohl des- 
halb jo grok, weil dieje Ronfereng moglichj|t viele Snterejjen 3u beritcfiich- 
tigen hatte. Sn jetner trefflichen Crotfnungsrede iwieS der Vorjtger hin 
auf da8 alle men{clicen Verhaltnifje zerjebende Werf der SGitnde, auf dte 
weit verbreitete bejchaulice Rube und Zutricedenheit der RNirche, die thre 
pon Gott gugemiefene Xuftgabe der ohne Gott arbettenden Welt iwberlaft 
und aljo felbjt der getjtlich erwecfenden und vertiefenden Wrbeit der imne- 
ren Mtijjion bedarf. ,,Das hochjte Gebot der Stunde ijt nicht Geld: nicht 
noch mehr Wnitalten; auch nicht noch mehr Snnere-Wujftons-AWrbeiter, fon- 
Dern Ddiefes, dah jeder glaubige Chrijt felbjt Sand anlege und Winden 
verbinden belfe.’ Der damit angeicdhlagene Con flang durd) alle Referate 
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und Bejprechiungen bindurcd, dte durcdhmweg von groBer Cimmuitigfeit zeug- 
ten. Grundjaglich war man eins; nur in nicht wejentliden Dingen der 
Wnjdauung und der Praxis zgeigten jich Verjchiedenheiten. Diejfen Ein- 
dDrucf entpfingen woh! alle Teilnehmer. Bon den 18 Referaten febhlte feins, 
da 3wei durch Rranfheit verhinderte Neferenten ihre Whhandlung einge- 
jandt batten. Daf in den metjten Ballen ein Co-Referent ernannt worden 
war, erwies fic) al8 ein glucklicer Gedanfe. Drei Neferate behandelten 
Die Vugendpflege, eins die Srembdenfurjorge, drei die Anjtaltsarbeit, nam- 
lich Den Wnijtaltsbetrieb, die Binangterung, und die geijtlichhe Verjorqung 
in nicht luth. Wnitalten; gmwet dite Snnere Wet}jion in der Gemeinde; und 
je ein Referat die Wusbildung von Arbeitern der Snneren Ytijjion; die 
Verteilung von Craftaten und chrijtlider Literatur; die Kirche tm Wrmen- 
und Wuslanderviertel der Stadt als Mtittelpunft der Snneren Mtijjion; 
und die unbollendete Wufgabe der Ynneren VYeijfton. 

Wiederholt wurde die DQiafontijjenjadhe ermwabhnt, jtets mit voller Wner- 
fennung threr Bedeutung fiir die Wrbeit der inneren Mtijjion, obgleich 
zutveilen nut weniger Klarheit iber ibr eigentliches Wejen. Mit Sreuden 
wurde c8 daber begript, dak innerhalb der Rontereng neben befonderen 
Mruppen fur Rinderptlege und WnijtaltSmejen auch eine fiir die weibliche 
Diafonie bejchloijen wurde. Die Gruppenfuhrer jollen mit d5en Beamten 
der KNonferen3 im YXtovember in Chicago Zzujammen fonmmen und eine 
weitere Nonfereng vorbereiten, die nach{tes Briibjabr in Toledo, Ohio, tagen 
joll. Mut der weitercn Entwiclunq der Snneren Vtiffion wird ard die 
Diafonijjenjache Schritt halten mijjen. Gott gebe beiden rechtes Gedcihen 
Zumt Heil vieler Geelen! 


Cinfleidiung. 


Der am Ofterdienstaq mit jieben Sungfraiuen eroffnete vorlaufige 
RKurjus fam nach jechs Wochen gum Wbj}ehlup. Daran jehlok ich prafttiche 
Wrbeit, in welcher fte fich ebenfo gut bewabhrten wie in der Rlajje. Des- 
Halb durften wir e8 getrojt wagen, {chon am Mtittwochabend, den 28. Bunt, 
jechS derjelben al8S Brobejchwejtern eingufleiden, namic) Pauline Kopf 
aus, Waterloo, Canada; Elijabeth Meisler aus Neading, Pa.; Ruth Spit- 
fer aus Lancajter, Pa.; Henriette Nijthart aus Trenton, It. S., und Wnna 
Ebert und Katharine Mtilander aus New Tripoli, Pa. Braulein Vearie 
Beck, die fich eben von einer Operation erholte und deren vollige Gejund- 
Heit noch in Brage iteht, wird Hoffentlich doch mit dem nachften Nurjus 
cingefleidet werden fonnen. 

Der PBaftor hielt den jungen Schwejtern das hohe Biel der Diafonie 
por auf Grund des WApojtelwortes 1. Nor. 3,-9: ,,.Wir find Gottes WMut- 
arbeiter.” %Wuker BVermwandten Hatten fich auch die PBajtoren Sieger aus 
Lancafter und Weibel aus Trenton eingefunden. Lektere wandten fich 
ebenfalls in tte empfundenen Worten an die Wniwejenden. Bum Schlub 
hieR Herr W. PB. Me. Braun, Vorjiger unferes Verwaltungsrats, die jungen 
Schwejtern herglich willfommen alS Mitgenofjen an der Wrbeit und dem 
Segen unjeres WMtutterhaujes. YMtach der eter fanden fich alle im Lan- 
fenau-Gaal ein zur Begritpuna der Cingefleideten. Go hatte uns Gottes 
Barmbergiqfeit wieder einen Taq bejcdhert, der uns von neuem mit freu- 
Diger Zuberficht erfiillte. Whm allein die Ehre! 


THE FEW 


The easy roads are crowded; 
And the level roads are jammed; 
The pleasant little rivers 
With the drifting folks are crammed. 
But off ycnder where it’s rocky, 
Where you get a better view, 
You will find the ranks are thinning 
And the travelers are few. 
Where the going’s smcoth and pleas- 
ant; 
Ycu will always find the throng, 
For the many, more’s the pity, 
Seem to like to drift along. 
But the steeps that call for courage, 
And the task that’s hard to do 
In the end result in glory 
For the never wavering few. 
—EDGAR A. GUEST. 


CONSECRATION AND 


INSTALLATION 


Pentecost Sunday, June 4th, will go 
down in the history of our Mother- 
house as one of its most important 
days. At the service in the morning 
the Rev. Dr. G. C. Berkemeier, former 
director of the well known Wartburg 
Orphans’ Home near New York, and 
a member of our board for years, even 
during the lifetime of Mr. Lankenau, 
preached an inspiring sermon, the 
more impressive because after pro- 
longed illness he has now again re- 
gained much of his former vigor. This 
fact alone would have added to our 
joy and gratitude on this festive day. 
The service, however, to which many 
looked forward with peculiar interest, 
was held in the afternoon at 3.30, when 
eight Sisters were consecrated as 
Deaconesses, and Sister Julia Mergner 
was installed as Directing Sister of 
the Motherhouse. Relatives and friends 
of the sisters and pastors and mem- 
bers of local congregations had come 
in such numbers that our chapel was 
overcrowded and many had to be 
placed in the adjoining rooms and in 
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the vestibule, and when, after the prel- 
ude by Sister Flora and the anthem 
by the Sisters’ choir, the congregation 
united in the ancient hymn, “‘Come, 
Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire and 
Lighten with Celestial Fire,’ we felt 
this prayer was answered. The gen- 
eral order cf the Vesper Service was 
followed. The 23d Psalm and Acts 
6, 1-7, and homens 16, 1-2, had their . 
special significance .» this occasion, 
while the hymns befove the consecra- 
ticn and fcllowing were pr-vers of ded- 
ication to Christ and His service. The 


pastor’s address dwelt cn Christ’s 
promise, John 12, 26, “Where {1 am, 


there shall also My servant be,* and 
filled the hearts with holy joy because 
cf this assurance that His own shall 
ever be at His side in service, in suf- 
fering, and in glory! 

Directly after the address the fol- 
lowing Sisters were called to the 


altar: Sister Edith Baden, of Rich- 
mond Hill, N.- Y:5 Sister Christine 
Steckroth, of Hazleton, Pa.; Sister 


Anna Hund, at Sewickley, Pa.; Sister 
Lydia Fischer, of Scranton, Pa.; Sis- 
ter Florence Bechtold, of Philadel- 
phia; Sister Iona Bonner, of Alliance, 
O.; Sister Anna Heinzmann, of New 
Britain, Conn., and Sister Emma Fran- 
cis, of the Virgin Islands. A brief 
statement of the origin and character 
of the diaconate preceded the quese« 
tions put to the Sister: “Are you reaiy 
to take upon you this ministry of 
mercy and, as a servant of the Lord, 
faithfully to do the work of an Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Deaconess?” and 
“Will you adorn your office by a holy 
life and godly conversation and will- 
ingly obey all rightful authority?” 
Clear and glad was the response of 
each Sister: ‘Yes, I will, with my 
whole heart, the Lord helping me 
through the power and grace of His 
Holy Spirit. Amen.” Then the first 
four kneeled at the altar, the pastor 
of the Motherhouse and the Rev. Dr. 
Charles E. Hay representing the 
Board of Deaconess Work of the 
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United Lutheran Church, placing their 
right hand on the head of each, repeat- 
ing to her the words: “As ministers 
of the church and by her authority, we 
do now set thee apart as a Deaconess 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.” 
To each Sister was then given a spe- 
cial memory verse. Then followed 
the other three Sisters, Sister Emma 
Francis coming last, when the Rev. 
Zenan M. Corbe, executive secretary 
of the West Indies Mission Board, 
joined in the laying on of hands, ex- 
pressing the twofold relation of Sister 
Hmma to the Motherhouse and to that 
Board under whose direction she is 
working among our colored Lutheran 
brethren in New York City. May her 
memory verse, Revel. 3, 8, find a glor- 
ious fulfillment in her field so new in 
our United Lutheran Church. While 
these Sisters were still before the al- 
tar, a trio of the Sisters sang that 
pledge: : “Jesus,,d° Live to Thee,y. at 
the close of which all these Sisters 
were formally admitted to the full 


membership and privileges of the 
Philadelphia Motherhouse. 
The installation of Sister Julia 


Mergner as Directing Sister of our 
Motherhouse then took place. The 
very simplicity of the act was im- 
pressive. After a few words by the 
pastor, pointing to God’s evident and 
wonderful guidance of her life, Sister 
Julia was asked: “Are you now ready 
to take upon you the cffice of Di- 
recting Sister of this Motherhouse and 
faithfully serve in it as a motherly 
guide to all our Deaconesses, Proba- 
tioners and Candidates, and do so in 
accord with the prescribed regulations 
of the Motherhouse and in the spirit 
of our Lutheran Church?” “Yes, I 
will, with the help cf God,” was the 
calm and clear response. A brief spe- 
cial prayer and the hymn: “Thy Life 
was Given for Me,’ completed this 
part of the service, which closed with 
the usual order of the Vespers. The 
postlude, played by our Sister Flora 
Moyer. was her own composition, a 
fine expression of Christian strength 
and- joy. 

All the guests were invited to meet 
the Sisters in the dining room where 
light refreshments were served and 
the opportunity given to receive the 
greetings of a few of the representa- 
tive guests. Space forbids more than 
the mere mention of names. The Rey. 


H. A. Weller, D. D., president of. the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania, was the 
first to speak, followed by Dr. Hay, 
who spoke as pastor of the Baltimore 
Motherhouse; Rev. Mr. Corbe, of the 
West Indies Board, and the Rev. Dr. . 
F. Saul, rector of the Motherhouse in 
Gallneu-Kirchen, Austria, who spoke 
also for the Kaiserswerth Conference 
of which our Motherhouses are mem- 
bers. It was a rare joy to have him 
with us just on this occasion. Dr. 
Berkemeier made a few closing re- 
marks in his old-time vigor. 

This great day was fittingly closed 
with a communion service in the even- 
ing. That was in its way the grand cli- 
max, drawing all to Him from whom 
alone comes all our life and power, - 
Our peace and joy. 

At the Vesper service on Monday the 


pastor read the letters and telegrams 


which had arrived from cfficials of the 
Church and from the Motherhouses, 
all assuring us cf sharing our joy in 
again having found a capable Direct- 
ing Sister. May their prayers with 
ours be answered by the Lord with 
rich blessings upon her for many more 
years of service and upon our Mother- 
house in its entire work for Him in 
connection with His Church and for 
the saving of souls! 


WHY I AM GLAD TO 
BE A DEACONESS 


Reasons by Four Deaconesses of Our 
Motherhouse 


Le 

To be a Deaconess, one who minis- 
ters in His Name, is a blessed privilege 
for cne who in truth desires to follow 
the Master. It has been a source of 
peace and joy. The field is boundless 
and the laborers. few. To work for a 
cause, so truly Christ’s, among the 
needy here at home, is a blessing in 
itself. 

Sometimes when weary after a hard 
day, visions of home and dear ones flit 
across my brain. These are quickly 
driven away by a host of others. I 
see a Child’s smile when in pain, be- 
cause Sister can relieve; I hear the 
blessing of the aged because the way 
is made lighter; the clear sweet eyes 
of childhood are looking to me for 
truth; I see those who come up from 
the Valley of Shadow, clinging to my 
hand; a mother’s joy when her child 
is restored well and happy; and the 


smile of the tired mother working to 
support a large family, when she 
learns that the rent is paid. 

A voice falls softly on my ear, “In 
as much as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these’— 

What can compare with service in 
His Name for the good of humanity? 


II. 

I am glad to be a Deaconess because 
I am convinced that in no other call- 
ing would I be able to serve my Sa- 
viour so intimately, completely and 
constantly. 

In the Deaconess’ calling I am able 
to serve Christ “without let or hin- 
drance.” I do not have ‘to. “take 
thought for raiment,’ as my garb 
frees me from the tyranny of chang- 
ing styles and fashions. 

I do not have to “take thought for 
tomorrow,” since my Motherhouse pro- 
vides for me at all times. As far, 
therefore as externals go, I, as a Dea- 
coness, can comply much more readily 
with Christ’s injunction to “seek first 
the kingdom of God and His 
Righteousness” than a great many 
other Christian workers; and surely 
there is cause for much joy in being 
“free to serve.” 

I have, furthermore, the satisfac- 
tion of serving my Lord in an efficient 
organization, recognized by the 
Church as well as by the world; an 
organization in which even my ordi- 
nary abilities can be put to the best 
possible use and will count for some- 
thing; an organization that offers me 
many opportunities, not only for in- 
creasing my professional efficiency, 
but also for enriching my spiritual life 
by “sitting at the Master’s feet and 
hearing His words.” 

Lastly, as a Deaconess, I enjoy the 
constant companionship of others that 
have the same purpose in life; and I 
have seen my ideal for a truly noble, 
unselfish, self-sacrificing womanhood 
realized in my fellow Deaconesses. 


III. 

To be happy in life is to search and 
find the little nook our Creator has 
prepared for us and then to abide 
therein. 

It may seem a dismal gloomy exis- 
tence at first, but if we have sought 
and found it on bended knee, it can 
after all be the only place wherein 
we can firmly root ourselves and grow. 
It may be that all we can put forth 
is a few dainty leaves which will 
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be passed by unnoticed, or we may be 
crowned with the beautiful blossoms 
that everyone passing by will admire. 

We realise that the keynote of love 
—love for Christ—is service. Who 
but the poor are worthy of our labors? 
These we have with us always. We 
feel that it is an opportunity to make 
life more comfortable or death easier 
for the afflicted ones. It means more 
to the servant of Christ than the one 
served, if we can lift for a while the’ 
heavy burden he is carrying. Whether 
gratitude for or criticism of our ef- 
forts is manifested, if sincere labor is 
dene, the servant is happy. 

On the dark sultry days we may 
hesitate and peer anxiously about us, 
fearful that perhaps after all we have 
mistaken our route or that we are 
aboard a strange vessel, going we 
know not where; but then if we bring 
our chaotic thoughts to order and 
look calmly into our hearts and mo- 
tives, we find that although it is a 
barren and rocky coast along which 
we sail, we are in the place that the 
Lord in His love and wisdom has pre- 
pared especially for us—and we are 
happy. 


IV. 
I am glad to be a Deaconess— 

Because we need give little “thought 
for the morrow” which gives us more 
time and opportunity to work for the 
Master. 

Because, distinguished by our garb, 
we enjoy almost universal confidence 
which helps us to accomplish many 
things, otherwise impossible,  es-° 
pecially in parish work, where we 
were once called, ‘a bridge between 
the rich and the poor.’ Through the 
visits to the homes much misery is 
discovered and may be relieved which 
would otherwise go unnoticed. This 
personal touch has often aided us in 
bringing into the Church some who 
had grown indifferent. Of such a fam- 
ily with five small children, e. g., about 
twenty-five years ago, every one is to- 
day an active church member. 

Because ministering to the _ sick, 
comforting the sorrowing, helping the 
needy, these are just a few of the 
privileges included in the rich life of 
a Deaconess, rich also in opportuni- 
ties, “communicates” the knowledge 
of salvation to the soul. Thus only 
can we follow in the foosteps of our 
Master on whose blessing all depends, 
for “Without Him we could do noth- 
ing. 
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THE INVESTITURE 


— 


On June 28th at 8 P. M., the service 
of Investiture was held, when six 
young women, who were in prepara- 
ticn for service in the Diaconate, were 
received as probationer Sisters cf our 
Motkerhouse, and invested with the 
Deaconess garb. They were: Miss 
Pauline Kopf, Waterloo, Canada, Pas- 
tor E. Bockelmann; Miss Elizabeth 
Meitzler, Reading, Pa., Pastor, W. A. 
Fluck; Miss Ruth Spitler, Lancaster, 
Pa., Pastor P. G. Sieger; Miss Hen- 
rietta Kisthardt, Trenton, N. J., Pas- 
tor L. Weibel; Miss Katheryn Mi- 
lander and Miss Anna Ebert, both of 
New Tripoli, Pastor A. O. Ebert, the 
latter Pastor Ebert’s daughter. 

For the first time in the history of 
the Motherhouse the service was in 
the English language, entirely, as all 
but one of the candidates were from 
English churches. The pastor chose 
as -zhis -téxt14Cors:3:9;." For werAre 
Laborers Together with God.” 


We were very glad to have with us 
en this occasicn Rev. P. G. Sieger, of 
Lancaster, and Rev. Luther Weibel, cf 
Trenton, pastors of two of the young 
Sisters. In earnest and well-chosen 
words they expressed their deep inter- 
est in the Diaconate and conveyed to 
the young women the sincerest wishes 
for great usefulness in Christ’s service 
from their own local congregations 
- aS well as from the church at large. 


ONE OF OUR SOCIAL EVENINGS 


On the evening of June the 29th 
the Sisters assembled in the Lankenau 
Hall in anticipation of a pleasant even- 
ing. Dainty sprigs of garden flowers 
graced the many small tables around 
which were grouped the Sisters. 

Sister Emma Tappert brought beau- 
tiful messages of hope, love and en- 
couragement to the Birthday Sisters, 
these who had recently received the 
garb, those who had been consecrated 
at Pentecost, to our new Sister Su- 
perior and to Sister Lydia, who was 
soon to leave for a trip to Germany. 
These messages were singularly ap- 
propriate. The honored guests were 
also given a dainty bcoklet c-ntaining 
the inspiring messages which had been 
chosen for them. 

Sister Flora Moyer read the, mes- 
sages to the recently invested Sister's. 


The well chosen words fell upon grate- 
ful hearts, echoing as they did our 
innermost thoughts and aims. “A 
Charge to Keep I Have” was then 
sung which blended harmonicusly with 
the thoughts that had been stimulated 
by the beautiful messages. 


The greetings to the recently con- 
secrated Sisters. were likewise full of 
hope and encouragement. The hymn, 
“Lord Jesus Point Thou Out the Way,” 
which was sung after the greetings, 
found its way as a sincere prayer from 
our jcyful lips. 

Sister Emma, having refreshed our 
souls with wholesome and beautiful 
thoughts. now served us with delicious 
refreshment for our bodies. 


Then, while the scft strains of music 
floated through the hall and _ good 
wishes were being showered on Sister 
Lydia, Sister Emma again surprised 
us all with handsome little bags in 
which was nestling that delight of 
our childkood, ‘‘A Fairy Tale.” 


MISSIONARY SPIRIT 
AT THE LANKENAU SCHOOL 


Although the Motherhouse trains its 
Sisters for Inner Missicn work ex- 
clusively, yet a deep interest is main- 
tained in the Church’s work in the for- 
eign field as well. Nine years ago a 
Missionary Society was organized for 
the systematic study of our foreign 
fields and for the past six years this 
society has been connected with the 
Wemen’s Missicnary Scciety of the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania. 

In 1919 a Junior Missionary Society 
was crganized at the Lankenau School, 
whch in October, 1921, was re -rgan- 
ized as the Light Brigade, with the 


three -departments, Little Lights, 
Lamplighters and Torch Bearers. 
About two months ago a Young 


Pecple’s Scciety was organized for the 
girls cf the Senior Department, with 
an initial cnro'lment cf twenty-five. 
On March 29, the Light Brigade held 
a public mecting, conducted by the 
girls, at which tke work done in our 
missicn fields was presented in a most 
interesting way. At the conclusion 
of the program Mrs. Lippard, wife of 
the” Rev: Ce KK. Lippard, D. D. eMis- 
cionary to Japan, gave an illustrated 
lecture cn Japan, which was much 
enj ycd by the girls, as well as the 
growh-ups in the audience. 


On May 25th the Missionary So- 
cieties of our Lankenau School for 
girls gave us a rare treat, they had 
a missionary program consisting of 
recitations, scengs, sketches, a. pageant 
and a pantomime. We need never be 
ashamed of our girls. They always do 
very well; so they did on this evening. 

The Lamplighters in a delightful lit- 
tle sketch gave information as_ to 
“Why We Work for Mission.” 

The Little Lights then brought forth 
“Four Little Workers,” who were full 
cf enthusiasm for what they can and 
will do to bring Christ to their little 
brothers and sisters that know Him 
not. 

Torchbearers and Lamplighters then 
presented “Waiting for the Doctor.” 
The little heathen girls that came to 
tell of the sufferings they must 
undergo on account of the ignorance 
and superstition of their people moved 
our hearts. In the song they sang, 
they showed that not only suffering 
and sin are universal, but also that 
the language of love and loving serv- 
ice is one understood by all. ‘Little 
Lights” and “The Bag of Wishes,” 
beautiful and effective little. sketches, 
brought home the lesson that we need 
not wait for big opportunities or ex- 
traordinary tasks, but that each one 
in his place and now can do much 
for missicns. 

The pageant “Christ in America” 
was very well rendered and called to 
mind the vastness of the task of our 
nation right in its own borders. The 
Pantomime “O Zion Haste!” struck a 
very sweet and solemn last chord. 

Sister Lydia Fischer, the superin- 
tendent of the Light Brigade, assisted 
by Miss Kathryn Benkert, who is in 
charge of the Little Lights, and Miss 
Mable Gicck, deserve great credit for 
their inspiring leadership and the ex- 
cellent training they are giving the 
members of their societies. They have 
instilled a genuine interest in this 
great cause of the Master into the 
hearts and minds of the children and 
young girls. 

Our Light Brigade was the first to 
be enrolled in the Women’s Missionary 
Society of the Philadelphia English 
Conference. Since their organization 
in March and September respectively, 
the Senior Missionary Society has con- 
tributed $57 and the Light Brigade has 
raised $174. 

God grant that their love for mis- 
sions bear fruit in the future. 
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Concerts at Our School 

During the past school year a num- 
ber of concerts) were held at the 
Lankenau School. 

The junior pupils of the school 
under the direction of Sister Anna 
Scheyhing, held their recital on June 
8th, and the seniors, pupils of Sister 
Flora Moyer, on May 23. 

In April a musicale was given by 
Miss Susanna Derecum, vocalist, as- 
sisted by Dr. Stanley Reimann, pianist, . 
and Dr. Worbel, violinist; in June by 
Mrs. Carola Spaeth, pianist; Emil F. 
Schmidt, assistant concertmaster of 
the Philadelphia Orchestra, and Wil- 
liam D. Schmidt, assistant solo cellist 
cf the Philadelphia Orchestra. These 
concerts were rare musical treats to 
the pupils as well as to their relatives 
and friends, and we greatly appreciate 
the kindness of these artists. 

Our Kindergarten 

The closing exercises of our kinder- 
garten were held on Thursday, June 
15th. The content of the program was 
largely Mother Nature and her works 
told in scngs and verses, while devo- 
tional exercises marked the beginning 
and close. Refreshments were served 
after which the children formed a cir- 
cle outside on the grass to entertain 
their parents by playing organized 
games. During this time their’ pic- 
tures were taken which gave them 
much pleasure, though they had be- 
come almost too restless to maintain 
a quiet attitude long enough tn watch 
for the birdie. 

When it was time to say “Good-bye,” 
several of the mothers expressed their 
deep gratitude for the progress made 
by the children during the year, prog- 
ress along lines of obedience, relig- 
ious thought and self-activity. Regret 
was expressed, and we feel it also, 
that we are unable to conduct a Sum- 
mer kindergarten, especially for the 
benefit of those whose mothers are 
compelled to give much of their time 
to employment for the purpose of se- 
curing the daily needs of the family. 
During this time children in such 
homes are seen playing in the streets 
and alleys, exposed to all- sorts of 
danger, filth, profane language, evil 
habits and worse things. What a bless- 
ing it would be if we could save these 
little children from such sights and 
experiences and give them only that 
which is uplifting. The time, the 
place and the children are there, but 
who will care for them? Perhaps there 
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are some who are interested in the 
work of the Diaconate who would be 
pleased to use this opportunity to an- 
swer the command of the Saviour, 
“Feed My Lambs.” 


SUGGESTIONS FOR 


VISITORS TO THE SICK 


Five Be’s 

Be cheerful. 

Be hopeful. ‘ 

. Be sympathetic. 

. Be spiritual. 

. Be brief. 

Ten Don'ts 

1. Don’t tell patient depressing news 
or stories, nor carry gossip. 

2. Don’t neglect to wash your hands 
after leaving patient and before 
doing anything else, especially 
in case of a communicative dis- 
case, 

3. Don’t permit patient to talk much. 

4. Don’t ask patient details of his 
illness. 

5. Don’t criticize physician or nurse. 

6. Don’t be offended if patient is not 
pleasant. 

7. Dcn’t show fear or offense at dis- 
ease. 

8. Dcnt tell a patient in the face of 
approaching death that he is all 
right and will scon be well again. 

9. Don’t dwell on death, which is 
cnly passing; but on life, which 
in Christ is eternal. 

10. Dcen’t visit without bringing pa- 
tient some brief scripture, pas- 
sage of comfort or promise. 

Seme General - Directions 

1. Prepare for each visit that you 
may know what to say. 

2. Be prepared to read a carefully 
‘selected passage from the Scrip- 
tures, and do so, if at all pos- 
sible. 

3. When offering a prayer, a hymn 
familiar to the patient will be 
found much more effective than 
a free prayer, especially if you 
pray that hymn from memory. 

4. If patient has severe pain, remain 
not over one minute; in serious 
illness not more than three; 
when convalescent, not over five; 
in chrcnic illness, you may stay 
according to the ccndition of the 
patient and importance of con- 
versation. 

5. Remember: the patient needs his 
strength for recovery and should 
not waste it 


in conversations, 


even if inclined to be talkative. 

5. At no time should there bé more 
than two persons with the pa- 
tient. A crowded room is oppres- 
sive. 

6. Use your influence to keep the 
sick-room quiet, bright, well ven- 
tilated day and night, and in good 
order. 

7. Do not bring strong scented flow- 
ers to the sick. All flowers should 
be removed from the si¢k-room 
during the night. 

8. In cases of poverty or inexper- 
dence, see that proper diet is pro- 
vided. Fresh strcng broths are 
always in place; appetizing dain- 
ties only with dcctor’s consent; 
fruits likewise. 

9. Have a committee of the Ladies’ 
Aid and other Societies provide 
in a systematic way for the needs 
of the sick among the pcor and 
also provide for relief in attend- 
ing the sick where members of 
the family cannot bear the burden 
of nursing alone. 


LANKENAU GARDEN FETE 


The annual garden fete of the 
Lankenau Hospital Alumnae Associa- 
tion was held on the afternoon and 
evening of June 2d. 

Unfortunately, the anticipation of 
our beautiful hospital garden made 
festive by Japanese lanterns and gaily 
decked booths, floated away with the 
angry storm clouds. One of the large 
hospital wards, which was undergoing 
renovation at the time, was prccured 
for the ccecasicn. Booths were erected 
and draped by busy fingers and fairy- 
land was the result. 

There was a most wonderful booth 
just filled with freshly-cut flowers. 
The pretty baskets and nosegays were 
soon seen fittting here and there in 
the hands of the flower-loving guests. 

There wasn’t half enough fudge to 
go around, although there seemed to 
have been mountains of it, and peanut 
brittle and other sweets, why it just 
kept the girls busy weighing and pack- 
ing until every bit was sold. 

The fancywork table alas, was soon 
denuded cf all its dainty treasures. 

They had plenty of delicacies for 
the hungry guests, and although there 
was a constant downpour of rain dur- 
ing the whole evening, nearly every- 
thing was sold. I am sure the Alum- 
nae netted a neat little sum. 
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GRADUATION EXERCISES 


What a different aspect the Lank~ 
enau School presents today from that 
of a month ago. On Friday, June 16th, 
especially it was buzzing like a bee- 
hive—now restful quietness reigns 
throughout the building. The school 
year with all its troubles and excite- 
ment is over, and the girls have left 
for home and a joyous vacation. Not 
that there has not been much joy and 
pleasure, teo, in the work during the 
year, but toward. the end _ troubles 
seem to prevail; pupils, who to their 
unfeigned astonishment find out that 
there is such a thing as failing, others, 
who finally reach the passing mark 
“by straining every nerve.” 


The 16th of June was a beautiful 
and sunny and yet cool Summer day— 
perfect for the graduation exercises. 
The auditorium was decorated with 
greens and countless roses, ramblers 
from the school garden which were 
just then in bloom. The platform pre- 
sented a beautiful appearance, and 
the five girl graduates sitting there 
were like flowers themselves. It was 
a pretty sight and one could not but 
sincerely wish that they might always 
remain thus: pure, simple, going their 
way through life in the fear of God. 
The speaker of the day, Rev. Ross 
Stover, chose for his theme the 
“Three Cheers of Christ,” which con- 
vey to the believer forgiveness of sins, 
companionship with Christ and vic- 
tory in Christ. 


The auditorium was filled to the last 
seat, the graduates rendered their es- 
says and musical selections in a most 
creditable manner. But a note of sad- 
ness crept in, when after the award- 
ing of diplomas by the president, Mr. 
W. P. M. Braun, Sister Julia spoke 
for the last time in her capacity of 
acting principal of the school. It was 
a touching moment, when after her 
parting words to the graduates, Pas- 
tor Bachman asked the girls to ex- 
press their honor and gratitude to 
Sister Julia by a rising vote, to see 
the entire audience rise spontane- 
ously. 

The same evening many girls left 
with sad farewells, and those who still 
remained on Monday went to Cape 
May Point to spend part of their vaca- 
tion at the School Cottage. 


A MOST ACCEPTABLE GIFT 


About four years ago Mrs. Bertha R. 
Sautter, sister of the Vice President of 
our Board, Mr. Frederick C. Hassold, 
presented our Motherhouse with a 
high grade Aeoleon Orchestrelle in 
memory of her late husband, Mr. Ru- 
dolph C. Sautter. He was a great 
friend of music and had found much 
pleasure in reproducing much of the 
Philadelphia Symphony Orchestra’s 
numbers on this wonderful instrument 
at home. Mrs. Sautter included in her 
gift a large cabinet with almost six 
hundred records chiefly of classic 
music, but also a number of religious 
and folk-song selections. And now our 
President, Mr. William P. M. Braun, 
has donated an electric-driven blower 
which is so admirably adjusted that 
the tone produced is absolutely steady 
and can be perfectly regulated. This 
work was completed early in June and 
makes the use of the orchestrelle a 
great pleasure, as the operator is free 
to concentrate entirely on the regis- 
tration and modulation. We are sin- 
cerely grateful to Mr. Braun and again 
would express our deep appreciation 
to Mrs. Sautter for her valuable gift. 


“IN HIS STEPS” 


This is the theme of three fine oil 
paintings just finished by Mr. Franz 
Lesshafft, of this city, representing 
Deaconesses at work. The first shows 
a Baltimore Sister in parish-work, 
comforting a destitute woman with 
three little children. The second, a 
Philadelphia Sister teaching little 
ones, and the third a Milwaukee Sister 
at the bedside of a patient in a hos- 
pital. These paintings, authorized by 
the Deaconess Board of the United 
Lutheran Church, are to be exhibited 
at conventions to show something of 
what Deaconesses are doing. They 
were produced at the suggestion of 
Mrs. W. P. M. Braun, secretary of 
the Department for Deaconess Work 
of the Woman’s Missionary Society. 
All who have seen them have been 
very much impressed by the subjects 
themselves and by their execution, 
which is of high artistic merit. Mr. 
Lesshafft, a graduate of the Dresden 
Academy, is teacher of art at our 
Lankenau School, and has for many 
years been a friend of our Mother- 
house. 


Der JJ iakonissen Freund 


Vierteljahres{drift de3 Diafoniffen-Wiutterhanjes in Philadelphia. 


32, TaHegana. Oftober 1922. . Nammer 4, 


Peije-Crinnerungen, 


Sm Snterejje der Diafonijjenjacdhe mute ich diejen Sommer verjddie- 
Dene Retjen machen. Da habe ich mancdhes gejehen und gebhort, das aud) 
die Lejer de8 ,,Diafonijjenfreund” intere|jteren diirfte, befonders die im 
alten Gaterlande. Ueberall fand ich “hergliche Wufnahme und Sreundes- 
freije, in denen id) mic) wohl fiiblte. Bon allem anderen abgejehen, dar} 
id) Das anjehen als meine Ent}adiqung fir die unvermeidlichen Bejchwer- 
den langerer Reifen. : 

Nicht lercht murde eS mir, mich am Montagabend, den 12. Sunt, von 
der Arbeit im YPtutterharuje losgureiBen, um der Kanada Synode herglicde 
Gripe und Segenswiinjde gu ihrem 6Ojahrigen Vejtehen gu iberbringen. 
&8 drangte mich jedoch dDagu nicht nur das Snterejie der Diafonifjenjade, 
jondern auch da8 Bewubtfein innerer Bufammengehsrigfeit, haben wir doch 
pon dort mehrere Schweftern, darinter eine eben erjt cingefleidete aus der 
. St. Sohanni8-Gemeinde in Waterloo, wojelbjt die Gynode tagte. Um 
halb jieben abends fubr ich bier ab und erreichte Niagara Balls, die Greng- 
ftation, am nadften Morgen. Die fanadifdjen Grengbeamten waren hot- 
lich und machten ibre Gace furgz tie bor dem Rriege. Der Zug hielt 
jedoch mitten auf der gewaltiqen Cijenbabnbriice, als jollte er einen etiwat- 
gen Sludjtveriuch bereiteln, e8 fei denn, dak man fich in den fajt 200 Suk 
tiefer wild dahinjtrémenden Niagara ftiirzen wollte, aus deffen gewaltigen 
Stromidnellen noch fein Schwimmer jein Leben hat retten fonnen. Wenige 
Mteilen weiter fubren wir iiber den Welland RNanal, der den Crie See mit 
Dem Ontario See, dem oftlichjten unjerer finf groken Binnenjeen, ver- 
bindet und fogar fiir mabia' qrofe Ogzeandampfer fabrbar ijt. Wut beiden 
Geiten der Bahn erjtrecen fich grope Objt- und Weingarten, die hiergu- 
lande faum ibres gleicjen haben. Zrauben werden Hier gegogen, obwohl 
diefe Broving Ontario wirflicd ,trocfen” ijt, wird doc in Ranada da8 
- Gefeg gang anders durdgefithrt als bet uns. Mein nachjtes Ziel war 

- Hamilton, eine Cijenbahn- und vabrifjtadt bon 100,000 Cinwohnern, 
herrlic) gelegen am Weftrande de8 Ontario Sees und am Hue einer Hoch- 
ebene, die fic) binter Der Stadt jteil erhebt. Hier jebte ich die Fabhrt mit der 
&leftrijdhen fort, die durch diefe ganze Gegend vortrefflide Verbindung 
macht. Die Fahrt war raf, bequem und natiirlich fret bon dem Rauch 
und Gdmuk der Dampfbahn. So fam id u. a. durd) Paris, ein fleiner 
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Ort mit qrofent Namen, vielleieht auc) dehalb fo genannt, weil nidt weit 
entfernt London ltegt und Niidener, die iberwiegend bon Deut}ch-Nana-= 
diern bewohnte Stadt, die bis gum Weltfriege Berlin hiep. Waterloo 
{Hliept ttc) fo direft an Kitchener an iwie A2ltona an Hamburg. Erjt am 
Nachmittag crreichte te) mein Biel und wurde herglich willfommen geheipen 
rom Ortspaftor, Ehrw. ©. Vocfelmann, detjen Galtfreund{chaft ich genicBen 
durfte. Bald trafen aud) 3u meiner bejonderen Wreude Herr P. Rrahmer, 
Vertreter des Mtiniftertums von Mew Yorf und Serr P. Dr. Ketter, Ver- 
treter der Bereinigten Lutherijchen Sirde, ein und unter den Synodalen 
ber{chiedene langjabrige reunde. 

Dic Synode wurde cin Whend mit cinem Gottcsdientt eroffnet, bet 
dent Herr P. Mtofig die Predigt hielt und auch ich nod eine Anjprace hal- 
ten durite, dant des itberaus jreundlicen Entgegenformmens des Brafiden- 
ten der Synode, Ehrw P. Kabn. Hierfitr mochte ich hiermit nochmals ihm 
wie dem Yejtprediger und Ortspajtor aufridtig danfen, lag mir dod 
dDaram,. auc dcr Gemeinde bon. der Wrbeit unjeres Mtutterhaujes 3u er- 
zablen. Wm folgenden XNachnittag war ¢8 mir. vergonnt, den Synodal- 
briidern und Delegaten Maheres davon mitgutetfen. yn diejen Gemeinden 
gibt ¢e3 allenthalben tudtige Sungfraucn bon Hrijtlider Gejtnnung, Gott 
gebe, dak jich bald noch etliche dertelben dem OErrn zur Verfitqung ttellen 
im Dienjte der Barmbergigfert. 

Gleich nach diejer Wnjpracdhe nurkte ich mich berabjchieden mit aufricy= 
tiqem Vedauern, diejen Srets bon Ximtsbritdern, unter denen etliche mir 
jon jeit vollig 25 Yabhren nabe jtchen, fo bald verlafjen gu mitijen, doch 
ich jollte am nadjten Tage in Rochetter, Mt. Y., dite Mew Yorf und Yteu- 
England-Gynode noch vor deren Vertagung errecichhen. Rurz vor Vtittag 
fain ich Hier an und hatte die Breude, bei dem gemeinjamen Wtittagsmabht 
cine Wngabhl fritherer Studicnfreunde und andere begrithen gu fonnen. 
Bercitiwilligit raumte man mir bei der Schlupiigung am Itachniittage eine. 
Viertel{tunde ein, in der ich, anfnitpfend an die direft borangegangencn 

Verhandlungcen, ber die Ytot, die YXotwendigkeit und den GSGegen der 
Diafonte jprach. Sch wies auch w. a. auf die eigentiimlide Sumiutung hin, 
einer ohne guten Grund austretenden Schwelter allerlei Gegensiwiin|de 
nit auf den Weg 3u geben, da man doch, wie e8 eben in den Verhandlhun- 
aen gejchab, mir tiefen Schnierz dariuber embfand, dap ein begabter junger 
Vator jen Mint miederlegte, um fic ren Dae a ea Studien Zu 
widmen. Wir beten in unferer Diafoniffen-Litanei: , Vor Ueberfdhasung 
NiejeS Dienjtes der chriftlidhen Barmbergigfeit, behiite uns lteber Serre 
Gott”: aber auch ,bor Unter{chakung!” Beides ijt notiq, wu13 mwnd 
Der Sirde. — Nach der Vertagung ftellte mir der OrtSpajtor mebhrere 
Shulmadehen vor, dte er fiir die Miiijion8aufgaben der Kirche zu beget{tern 
jucht, Darunter eine Gechzehnjabhrige,. die jo gern Diafonifje werden modte, - 
aber — die alte, traurige Erfahrung — der Vater ijt entichieden dagegen. 
Se) durfte jie nit der Verjicheriing trojten: ,Wenn Gott Dich wirflich in 
Seinem Dienit haben will, wird Er Dir auch jchon Zur rechten Beit den 
Weg babnen. Set nur getreu im Beten und Warten!’ Der Macdhtauq 
brachte mitdhy bon Rochejter nach Philadelphia, wo ich am os die» 
Sdhlubreter unjerer Lodjterfdhule gu leiten hatte. 


Die nachite Meife trat ich an am Montagabend, den 10. Yuli. Bundi 
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ging e8 itber Vittsburgh nach Greenville, nabe der nordiwejtliden Grenge 
unjeres “Staatcs, wobhin ich eingeladen rar, der dafelb{t in Ddicjer Woche 
jtatttindDendcn Gonmmmerjdule get Vortrage itber die Diafonie zu halten. 
wot Pittsburgh gejellte jich ein febr mittetljamer, freundlicher Iicijeqetahrte 
~ mir 3u, der mich fehr an einen auf der Ranadareije getroffenen alteren 
SHerrn erinnerte; beide Hatten trog eines Wnitrichs bon Bildung fo fire und 
haltloje Sdeen uber Religion jowobh! wie iber die jingjten Weltereignijje, 
tak itch immer wieder terjucdte, da8 mibloje Gejpracdh abgubrechen. Das 
Traurig}te dabei ijt Die Tatjache, dak ich ¢8 ichlieBlich doch nur mit BVer- 
tretern der gropen Wtajjie 3u tun hatte, die weder Tatjachen beachtet noch 
fogijch denft und die fich nur durch Vorurtcile und Empfindungen leiten 
{apt. Golde Menjden haben wenig}tens diejen 3weifelhaften Vorteil, dak 
ibnen Sretfel an der Richtigfeit oder Gerechtigfeit ibrcs. Urteils felten 
fommen. %uf jolche Mtenicben — von diejen beiden befannte fich jener gur 
romtiden, Ddiefer fogar zur lutherijdhen Rircdhe — macht jelbjt Gottes 
Wort feinen Cindrucf, fobald diejes ihrer Mtetnung widertpricht, 


Sn Greenville fam i gegen elf Ubr an und traf beim Wusjtergen 
den eifrigen Urbeiter der Buneren Vijjton aus Pittsburgh, P. Swoyer 
und unferen Sudenmijfionar aus Baltimore, P. Cinjorud, die ebenfalls 
Bortrage gu halten batten. Sim Thiel College, einer firchlicen Wnitalt, 
die eta einem Obergymnafiuin ent)pricht, wurden wir von dem mater 
tretenden Letter, P. Dr. E. Mitter, meinem friheren ‘Studtengenojjen, 
begribt. Nurg nach Mittag brachte er uns die erjfebhittternde Yachricht, 
dak in nadjter Mahe joeben fiint Mtenjden ihr Leben verloren Hatten, als 
jie berfucbten, noch bor einer heranfaufjenden Lofomotive da8 Geleife 3u 
freuzen. Der enfer de8 WXrtos hatte qcwwagt und — verloren. Yurdtbar 
waren die olgen hier und die Verantwortung vor Gott! Und doch nichts 
Ungewohnliches in unjerer. wagelujtiqgen und ritchicdtslojen Beit, find dod) 
nad) offiziellen Wnagaben allein im Sabre 1921 durch Wuto-Unfalle in 
unferem Nande 12,500 Berjonen getdtet and 300,000 verlegt worden! 
Das waren fajt durchiveg gefunde WMteniden. Dagegen halte nian dte, 
wochen-, ja monatelange Mihe, die fich Werate und Vrleqeichwejtern geben, 
Rranfe und Verlekte wieder hergujtellen. Der natiirlidye Meni nioehte 
fragen: , Woz?” Dod die Liebe in Shrijto hort nimmmer auf zu dienen, 
31 hoffen, au itberwinden! Wlfo cid) hier der Gegenjak awifdhen Chrijten- 
tunt und Weltjinn. 


Bur Sonnnerjhule batten jich itber hundert Berjonen eingetunden, 
namentlid Wrbciter in Sonntag{diulen und Sugendbereinen, die mit Snter- 
elie und gemohniich auch yntpathijdhem Berjtandnis den Nedrern folgten. 
Das Programm war rcidjhaltig und vielfeitiq und beriihrte fajt alle Ge- 
biete de8 firdlichen Lebens vom MNirchengejang bis zur Heidenmiffion. 
Das ijt fretlich fitr eine Woche de8 Guten fait 3u viel, doch handelt e8 fich 
hierbet bornehmlid) um Wnregungen, die dann einjelne 3u weiterem Vor- 
jehen firhren oder gar fiir Mtiffion und Diafonie qewinnen mogen. Wn 
den lekten Sahren hat die Zabl der ,,Sonimeridulen’, wie dieje Rurje 
bon etrma 8—i0 Lagen genannt werden, bedeutend gugenomimen und 
werden gewobnlid) in den firehlichen Vehranitalten gehalten, deren Ge- 
baude font auch in den langen Sommerferien einem guten Bwece dienen. 
Die. Forderungen fitr Nojt, Stmmer und BVorlefingen decfen die Yuslagen 
dc8 Verwaltungsarsfhulfes, der in manden Fallen direft von den Syno- 
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den ernannt wird. Sugleid bringt diefe Cinridtung viele junge Leute in 
Berithrung mit AUnftalten und Perjonlidferten, die cntjcheidend auf ihren 
Lebensgang einiwirfen. Wuch unter unjeren jimgeren Schwejtern hat die 
eine oder andere ihre Anrequng zur Diafonie auf Gommerjfdulen befom- 
men. Unter den neuen Scfannt}dhaften, die id) Hier machen durfte, war ” 
aud) eine Wfarrfrau, deren Vtutter eine bon den vier bon Pajtor oliedner | 
im Sabre 1849 heritbergebradten Diafonijjen war. Gie ergablte mir 
u. a. wie ihre Mtutter fo off bon Jeiner Gattin, der treuen Diafonijjen- 
mutter, gelproden und fie al8 Sdeal einer echten Frau hingettellt habe, 
deren Cinftcht, Mubhe und Heralichteit mander Schwelter iiber Schwierig- 
feiten hiniweg gebholfen Habe. 


Min Petittwodabend verliep ic) Greenville und fam furg vor Mtitter- 
nodt in Erie an, wo ich mich bet unjeren Sd&hmweftern, die a8 dortige [uthe- 
rife Witenherm leiten, erjt am MNachmittag telegrapht|ch angemeldet hatte. 
8 traf fic) jo gut, dak untere Schiv. Cora Wagner 1nd Srl. Worwag, cine 
Wlegerin tm Lanfenau-Holpital, arc) gerade dort 3u Befuch waren auf 
ifrer gerienreije. Wichtige Wnaelegenbheiten hatten mich freilich nicht gu 
diefem Bejuch veranlaft, doch wollte ich nicht an ciner bom Mtutterhaus 
weit abgelegenen Station vorbei fahren. Das Band der Gemeinjdhaft mu 
gerade in jolchen allen geftarft werden. Wm folgenden Whend nahm uns 
die Mtutter unjerer Schw. Loutje Blak aus auf eine Xutofahrt, die uns 
gerade beim Gonnenuntergang aut den am Erie Gee gelegenen triedhof 
brachte, wo der fchmerzlich beflagte Vater der Samilie rubt. Sn der Mabe 
de8 Grabes jtanden wir auf der bon VBaumen umrahmten aueriten Spite 
der Landgunge, welde die Erie Bucht bildet und Hatten etnen Blick uber - 
den gewaltigen Gee und die Bat mit der Stadt, die wie in ftillem Frieden 
bor uns lagen; wir werden den tiefern und gugleich erbebenden Cindricf 
nicht vergejien. WIS die legten Strablen der Sonne uns gritpten, durfte 
id) an die befannten Worte erinnern: Oar hin, ein andre Sonne, mein 
Sejus, meine Wonne, gar hell in meinem Herzen jcheint!’ Xiuch wenn 
unfere irdi{che Lebensjonne jchetdet ! 


Mit dem Hinf-Ubr-3ug fubren wir drei Befndher am Gamstagmorgen 
weiter, ich itber Buffalo und Rochetter nach Bittsford, wo ich am Sonntag 
au predigen hatte, die beiden anderen Heunmwarts. Wiitsford it etme lieb- 
lidhe fletne Ort}chaft bet Rochelter, mitten in einer herrlichen 2 )b{tgegend, 
mir {con fett Sahren befannt, da noch der alte Vater Gomph Ort8pfarrer ~ 
war, cin Mtithegriinder des Wagner College, in Modejter, auf dem id 
ineine Vorbiltung fiir da8 theologtiche Studium erbhielt. Gein Rahfoiqer 
war metn Schwager, P. H. Miller, jest in Buttalo, wabrend defjen Wimnts- 
seit ic die Gemeinde naber fennen lernte. est jteht mein langjahriger 
sreund, P. Rrahmer, dafelbjt, fin: den tc) am Gonntag um 9 UWhr in der 
Nebengemeinde Victor und unt elf Uhr in der Hauptgemeinde predigte. 
Sier fonnte ich auch noch in der Gonntaafdule gu den Rindern reden und 
in der Gibelflajje der Erwachjenen mancerlei Fragen beantworten. Cs 
war cine Sreude, wteder unter dicjen Iteben Verten 3u fen, denen die Dia- 
fonijjenfache dod) nicht mehr gang fremd ijt. Vom wittereffe Zur Hingabe 
ijt freilich noch ein groper Sechritt. Mtochte dod) die eine oder andere Sung- 
frau arch sa Mut und Rraft finden. Wim Machmittaq fubren wir git 
einer Samilic in der Nahe von Victor, dercn altelte Tochter den Wun 
heqt, Schiwefter 3u werden und deren chrijtlich gefinnte Eltern auch ire 
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Bedenfen fallen lieben, nacddent fie naberen Wufjchlup erbhielten. Mtosge 
nichts dieje Sochter Hindern, nachjtes Yabhr fich unjerer Schwejtern|dhajt 
gum Dienjte de8 HErrn angujdliepen! Mtoch am jelben Wbend mute ich 
von all den Lieben Greunden Whjdhied neHmen und die Heimretje antreten, 
Wott dDanfbar fiir den bon neuem erfabrenen Gchuk und Segen. 


gir den Ntonat Xuguit, meine Seriengeit, hatte ich verjchtedene Cin- 
{adungen angenommen gu predigen. 2m erjten Sonntag war ich in Lan- 
cajter, Ba., am aiweiten aut dem Vtijjionsjejt im Garten der Watjenhemiat 
Sum Rindesfreund’, am vierten in Mtew Britain, Connecticut, als Yejt- 
prediger bei dem 30. Sabrestejt der St. Sohannis-Gemeinde, und am erjten 
Sonntag im September in Mew Tripolt, ela 6O Metlen von hier auf dem 
Lande, mitten unter dem foliden Menfchenichlag der Deut}h-Benn{yloanter, 
dercn Vorfabren durchweg vor wenigitens 150 Sabren beriibergefommen 
jindD. Da fonnte ich noch mance Reijeerinnerung auffrijden, von dem 
bliibenden Bujtande der noch ganz deutjchen Gemeinden im Staate. Con- 
necticut erzablen, von der tiichtigen Wrbeit de8 genannten Watjenhaujes 
unter der Leitung meines alten Studienfreundes, P. G. Doring und von 
dem regen Bnterejje der deut}dhen Gemeinden im norodliden Mew Serjey, 
und bon gar interejjanten Biigen in dem noch immer deutich fprechen- - 
den Landvolf des ojtlichen Bennjylvaniens. Doch da8 wiirde den fir diele. 
Retjeerinnerungen bejtimmten Raum noch viel mehr iiberjdhreiten, als jon 
der gall it. Mur da8 mochte ich noch mit aufrictiger Breude errahnen, 
dak aus den betreffenden Gemeinden in Lancajter, New Britain und New 
Titpoli Schwejtern gu uns geformen find, bon denen drei erjt mm unt 
cingetleidct wurden; die aus Netw Britain wurde 3u Bfing}ten eingefeanet. 
Wu8 New Tripolt haben mir namlich gwet, darunter die altejte Todter des 
Ort8pajtors, Ehrw. P. Ebert, in defjen Familientreis ich mich fofort 
gcimifd) fiiblen fonnte. Hier, wie an den anderen Orten, durfte tc) vtel 
ereundlichfeit erfabren, auc) innere Erquictung, wie im gajtlichen ‘sfarr- 
haufe 3u New Britain, ber Chriv. P. Gaudian, und in Serfey City bet 
Chrw. P. Riri, deljen elfjabriqes Vodhterlein fcon felt entichlojjen ijt, 
Diafonijje gu werden, und jie gang gutraulid) an mich anfdblok. Gott 
rede nade dak der ausgejtreute Game in den Herger gedeihe und reice 
Hrudt bringe 3u der Meniden Segqen und au Sottes Thre! 


Dr. Chriftian Golder — cin Diafoniffenvoter. 


Dieler Vorfampfer und Grinder der weibliden Diafonie nach deut- 
When Mujter innerhalb des Methodismus, durfte nad) angen, {emeren 
Leiden am 5. Wugujt heimgehen. Schon feit 1879 trat dicjer hochbeqabte 
Mann mit bewundernsiverter Begeijterung, Miuchternheit und Beharrlich- 
feit fitr die Diafonijjenjade ein und liek fich jelbjt durch die Damalige Ver- 
Tandnisloliqteit und Whfage feiner firchlichen Vorgclekten nicht abjchrecfen, 
erflarte doch fein Vildof, dak die Diafonijjenjadhe in Wmerifa feine Zu- 
funft habe. Gin BVefuch in der alten deutichen HSctmat hatte ihn jedoch jo 
griindlich. von den biblijdhen und daber itberall gitltigen Grundfagen der 
heutigen Mutterhausdiafonie iberzeugt, dak cr unbeirrt auf fet flar 
erfanntes Biel weiter wirfte durch Wort und Schrift. Mach weiteren Ent- 
Patho der gelang ihm 3unachit die Grimdung des Vethesda-Hojpitals 
in Cuicinnati, Ohio. Endlich, im Sabre 1896, durfte cr in Verlinduna 
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danut die Diafonifjenfadhe anfangen und im Unterjdhied bon den fchon 
damals Dliihenden, firchlic) anerfannten Diafonijjen{dulen der englijchen 
Meethodijten, etn Wtutterhaus nach deutichent Viujter qritnden, fretlich den 
gO eer Verhaltniffen angepapt. Geine beqabte Schwefter, orl. 

Loutfe Golder, die in Deutichland {don als Kind den Wunjdh hegte, Dta- 
fonifje 3u werden, hatte fic) unterdefjen nebjt etlichen anderen als Gchivefter 
ausbilden lajjen und fonnte fofort die Seitung iibernehmen, die heute nod 
in ihren OHanden Liegt. Dr. Golders Verdienjt ijt e8 auch, daB die Dia- 
fonte im deutidhen Methodismus ihre Krafte nicht zeriplittert hat in zahl- 
rete jelbjtandige, doch fleine und faum lebensfabige Diafontijenhaufer, 
jondern thre Cinhett bewahrt hat durch da8 eine wirflich bedeutende Neat- 
terhaus mit einer Reihe bon Wufenjtationen. Er durfte erfabren, wie 
unter Gottes Gegen das Werf immer mehr tatfraftiqe Wreunde gewann, 
jo Dak jebt bet jetnem Whleben die Schweltern{chait 87 betragt und der 
GSejamtivert de3 Wnftaltseigentums auf cin und dreiviertel Miilionen Dol- 
lars gejcakt wird. Cine qnadiqe Gugung Gottes ift es, dab dieler treue 
Sottesfnecht in P. Or. YJ. W. Oiefmann einen retchbegabten und tatfray- 
tigen Nachfolger gefunden hat, der neben der Oberjchwelter Louife Golder 
im Ginne de8 Grinders bas Werf gewik mit Erfolg weiter ausbaiuen 
wird. Gott gebe es! 


Bur Vinrttaltsdhronté, 


Untere Lanfenau-Todhterfdule wurde ant DienStagmorgen, den 19. 
September, mit einer gottesdien{tlicen eter in der WAnjtaltsfapelle croff- 
net. Die Schriftleftion bon den anvertrauten ‘Bfunden (Miatth. 25) und 
die Wniprace, die Salomos Bitte um etn gehorjamcs, weijes und verjtan- 
dDiges Herz betonte, gaben fiir Gafultat wie Schitler{dhaft die Hichtlinien 
an fiir da8 neue Schuljabr. — Wm Whend de8 28. September gab die 
Lehrerfdhaft den Sculerinnen einen &mpfang, der allen viel Breude beret- 
tete. rl. Benfert, eine Lehrerin, die eben von einer Europarete guriict- 
gefehrt war, und Leonore Sachs, cine der alteren Schitlerinnen, die ihre 
Sonmerferten in Venezuela, Siid-Minerifa, verlebt hatte, ergahlten hoch{t ~ 
interejjant von ibren Beobadhtungen und Erlebniffen. — Mie Sonntag- 
jehitle und der MNifftonsverein find wieder in vollem Gange. Hitr unter 
Mautterhaus ijt die Schule falt gu cinem Lebensbeditr{nis geworden. Wie 
ode fomm_t un befonders die Rapelle bor, wenn uttfere Miadchen fehlen! 
Vet aller Wrbeit und Gorge ift uns die Schule doch etn faum gu iber{dGhagen- 
der Seger. 


Pont 25. bis Bs. September taqte der Verband amertfanticdher Sojpt- 
taler in Wtlantic City. Voran ging die Tagung de8 erjt jeit gwei Sahren 
bejtehenden Verbandes evangelt{her Rranfenhauter, die fait alle aud) gunt 
cliq-meinen Verband gehdren, jedoch dag Vediirfnis empfanden, fic) gujam- 
nen gu felieken, nidjt allein weil fie bejondere Snterejjen gu wahren haben, 
jondern auch entpfinden, daR in den weltliden Sotpitalern und bielen threr 
Leiter dod) cin anderer Geift herrfct. Wm der guten Gade willen haber 
wir uns mutt unjerem Sinderhojpital dent ebangelt{den Verband ange- 
iGlojffen. Sn Verbindung mit diefer Verfammlung war auch cine fehr 
reihbaltiqe Wusftellung von Hofpital-Bedarfsartifeln, darunter mande - 
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wertbolle Neuheit. Das Progranun bot vicl fiir jeden Tag und Ubend, 
Unter den Referenten waren nicht allein hervorragende Wergte und olpi- 
talverwalter, jondern auc) die beiden Diafonijjenpfarrer, P. Bederjen von 
Crootlyn und P. Sritihel von Nilwaufee, der auch Vorjiker deS Sojpital- 
verbandes fiir den Staat Wisconfin ijt. Es ijt gut, dah die religiojen 
Arbeiter nicht nur bon anderen lernen, fondern ifnen auch dienen fonnen. 


Wis liebe Gajte durften wir in unferem Nutterhauje P. Fritjdhel von 
Milwaukee, P. Oefitedahl bom norwegifden Yeutterhaus in Chicago, Dr. 
Cnglijh, Crefutiv-Beamter de8 evangelijcdhen Hojpitalverbandes, ,Schw. 
Marie Folfoard nebjt gwei Pflegerinnen vom norwegijdhen Nutterhaufe 
in Meinneapolis beherbergen, alle auf der Seimretje von Atlantic City. 


Wim Whend de8 19. September Hielt uns Herr P. Wyeiffer aus ¢ ayy 
burg, der im Qnterefje feiner Wnjtalten Yanerifa beretjte, eme Sergandrin- 

gende Wnjiprache bei der Vejper. Er erivdrmte uns bon neuem die Herzen 

{lr Die groke, ungeftillte und ungetrojtete Not. Mtdge der Ertrag jeiner 

Hetje den Gortbejtand der bon ihm geleiteten Wrbeit wentagjtens fiir die 

nacdbjte Bufunft fidern und Gottes Gnade auch itber die anderen fo ndtigen 
Wnjtalten dhriftlider Barmbergigfeit walten, daB fie ja nicht ihre Tiiren 
jehliepen miijjen! 


Serr P. Or. VBerfemeier, der befannte Waifenvater, der {don oheaies, 


Yanfenaus Zeit unferem Verwaltungsrat angebhorte, ijt fo fchwer erfrantt, 
daB uns ant 28. September telephonic) von Mew York aus die Bitte gu- 
ging, dod) ja ene Schwwejter 3u {chicken, die Bfleqe gir itbernehinen. Gofort 
madjte fie) Sch. Roja Dittrich) auf den Weg und fam nach fechsitiindiger 
Wutofahrt bon Nem Yor as abends 3ehn Uhr in feinem Sauje an. Durd 
®ottes Gnade itberlebte er die Mrifis, doch ijt er noch in jteter. Gefabr. 
Dap wir gerade in der Lage waren, cine Schwejter ftellen 3u fonnen, tit 
uns eine gang bejondere Genrugtuung, hat Dr. Berfemeier doch viele Sahre 
hindurd) nie die miihevolle Reije vom Wartburg-Wailenhauje in Met. 
Vernon, M. Y., 3u unferen monatlichen Sikungen gejdeut; und fiir die 
(“attin wie fiir Den Rranfen jelbjt ijt e8 ein befonderer Croft, gerade Schw. 
Roja gu haben, die jie [chon itber gwanzig Sabre naber fennen. Gott han- 
dele mit Seinem Mnedhte nd der Familie nach Seiner grofen VBarmberszig- 
Fort, Moge e§ hm gefallen, ihn noc gu erhalten und der Rirde 3u Wwei- 
terem Gegen gu jegen! 


Sdhw. Lina Keppel, die Veiterin de8 Operationsjaals des Lanfenau- 
Hojpitals, unternahm int Wugult eine Reife nad) Rochelter, Minnefota, um 
Me berithmten Chirurgen, das Briiderpaar Dr. Mayo und deren Wjjijtenten 
bei ihrer Wrbeit gu beobadten. Dort jowoh! wie im Auguitana-Gojpital, 
in Shicaqo und in dem groken Lafefide-GSofpital in Cleveland fand fie das 
arokte Entgegenfonimen. Wir find unferem Hauptdhirurgen, Dr. ohn 
B. Deaber. mn deljen Wuftrag und auf deffen Koften Sdhw. Lina reifte, auf- 
cicgtig dantbar. 


Gine neue Gemeindepflege haben wir am 1. Oftober itbernehmen fon- 
nen und an jenem 2bend Scdhw. Wnna Heingmann eingefithrt als Diafentjje 
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der englijdhen Lrinitatis-Gemeinde in Morristown. Nut Wunjd) des Orts- 
pajtors, Ehrw. Dr. B. Strodach, vollgog der Brafident der Synode, Chr. 
Dr. H. UW. Weller, den WE der Snftallation. Der WnjtaltSpaftor legte der 
Sdhwejter und der Gemeinde in jeiner Predigt Pauli Betenntnis ans Herg 2 
/Die Rtebe Chrijtt dringet uns alfo.” Cine Angahl Schweftern waren 
nitgefommen und durften {ich mit Gdhw. Anna freuen iiber den herrlichen 
(Sritesdtenjt, die gefiillte Rirde und da8 toarme Entgegenfommen der Ge- 
mcinde. Gottes Segen rube darauf und erfiille die Sdpwefter mit Mraft 
und greudigfeit gu ifrem neuen und verantwortungsvollen Wnt! 


Unfer neuer Kurfus fiir Diafontffenfchiilerinuen wurde ant Monteg, 
den 2. Oftober mit 9 Sungfrauct erdffnet, darunter die Ende ASUIL etmtye- 
Fleideten Brobefd w:ftern, die erft gu Oftern eingetreten waren und Samale 
nur einen borlaufigen Unterridt von fech8 Wochen’ embfangen hatten. 
Auper dicfen tm Suli-Seft ertwdhnten 6 Schweftern find c8 Srl. Maria 
Beef ous Columbus, Ohio, Srl. Maria Von aus Philadelphia, und Sri. 
Sophie Moller cus Kings Crecf, Sitd Carolina. &benfalls nefinen in 
den Hauplfadern am Unterricht tet! drei Sunafrauen, dite fish als Se- 
meinde-Oclferinnen in gweijahrigcm Nurius ausbilden lajjen wollen, nam- 
lid) Srl. Marie Srefe aus Serfey City, Srl. Welermann aus Tona- 
wanda, I. Y)., und Brl. Margarete Shuber aus Mew York: zudent Srl 
L018 Libpard, Lochter iunferes Miifftonars Dr. Lipbard, der eben von 
Saban fic) bier auf langerem Urlaub befindet und Brau Heller, deren 
Mann Gheologie ftubiert und die dcher fich auf ihre fiinftiqen Bflidten in 
dDer Gemeinde vorbercitet. Siefe fiint iwerden gunacdhit als Rinderqarine- 
rinten ausqebildet und freflen fhater auch in Sranfenptleqe, Wrmrenpticae 
und Saushaltuna angelettct werden. Moge cs Gott gefallen, diejen Nur- 
fu8 an allen richlich au feancn und aug jeder cine titchtiqe und tree 
Wrbeiterin in Geinem Weinberge gu madden! Parsi 
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srl. GS. Kern —- Serr H. Menfe — Fri. M. Siidher — P. B. R. 

Sotfnvann — Srau ©. Streid) — Brau Reidel. ; Ce 
, -—~ 1993 — ey 2 

orl. YL. Gehring — Brl. W. Stavenhaqen — Rudolph Honeqger — 
Srau R. Metntan — Sechw. Me. Nehring — Frau E. Schneider — Sehrw. 
C, Winkler — Srau YW. Bubig — Brau W. Ernft — Frau vy. Raauet — 
Srl. O. Lujtenader — Hrau J. Katt —- Frau W. Foerjdher — Frau ®und- 
lac) — Srau Greenwald — Yrau D. Heilman — Frau W. Hafenbetn — 
Senry Gaur — ©. Sulgberger — Brau %. Sebler. 
' 924 — 

Frau WW. Rumfteld — Fri. W. Bapenfus — Brau J. Cadenady — 
Srau Lrebich. . i 

— 1925 — 


S. M. Wendel — Fran Chas. Pfigenmeter — Trait E. Spies — 
Frau P. Selma Seller. . . 
— 1921 — 
Serr §. C. Haffold — Grau J. Bred. 


CHEERFUL SERVICE 


And as the path of duty is made plain, 
May grace be given that I may walk therein, 
Not like the hireling, for his selfish gain, 
With backward glances and reluctant tread, 
Making a merit of his coward dread; 
But cheerful in the light around me thrown, 
Walking as one to pleasant service led, 
Doing God’s will as if it were my own, 
- Yet trusting not in mine, but in His strength alone! 


THE DEACONESS AND 


THE LONESOME AGED 


Mrs. C., a member of Luth- 
eran Church in the congested district 
of Philadelphia, called cn her pastor 
one dreary January morning and in- 
formed him of a sad case of destitution 


in her neighborhood, wondering what 


could. be done. The pastor promptly 
asked his’ parish deaconess to investi- 
gate. She found an aged German man 
and wife in their little rooms, liter- 
ally half starved. Prolonged illness 
with the usual expenses had rapidly 
diminished all their savings, and for 
some weeks they had been utterly des- 
titute: Though too proud to appeal for 
help, their desperate condition became 
known to the neighbors and eventually 
to those whose duty and delight it is 
to feed the hungry in the name of 
Jesus. The deaconess set to work at 
once, secured the co-operation of 
others and almost before these old 
people realized what was happening, 
their suffering was ended. But an- 
other, even greater surprise followed 
in February. In the course of a con- 
versation they had mentioned the date 
of their marriage. On the day of their 
golden anniversary the pastor called 
with the Sister and other members 
of the congregation. A service during 
which a Sisters’ Choir from _ the 
Motherhouse rendered appropriate se- 
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lections was held, and at its close the 
couple already deeply moved, were 
quite overcome when they were handed 
a purse of $50 in gold that had been 
collected for them. The emotions and 
the gratitude of these people is easier 
imagined than described. They real- 
ized anew that “God still liveth and 
careth for His own.” . 

Visit any one of the Homes for the 
Aged, of which several are in charge 
of Lutheran Deaconessés, and you will 
find more than sufficient proof that 
“God is faithful.” Owing to their varied 
labors, Deaconesses have exceptional 
opportunities for direct contact with 


* weary and lonesome pilgrims. Mrs. S. 


had been suffering with a cancerous 
affection for several years. She finally 
sought relief at the dispensary of our 
hospital and thus came under the 
notice of our Deaconesses. Investiga- 
tion proved that she and her husband 
were respectable poor, though sickness 
and age, especially the wife’s epileptic 
attacks had sadly effected the cleanli- 
ness of both, house and body. The 
Deaconess set to work at both, by no 
means a simple task. Eventually, how- 
ever, the aged wife after severe in- 
juries caused by another fall, had to 
be removed to the hospital. The sad 
parting of that day was but the fore- 
runner of the parting that was soon to 
follow, when the Lord called this 
patient sufferer to eternal rest. Ar- 
rangements were made to save her 
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from a pauper’s grave and a Christian 
burial was arranged. Since then the 
aged husband, now alone in the world 
except for the Christian friends his 
misery has been instrumental in bring- 
ing, was faithful in attending the 


church services and in seeking the 


Lord with an upright heart. Soon he 
would be unable to do any work what- 
ever; what would then become of him? 
Through the efforts of our Sister, the 
firm whom he had served for thirty 
years, paid his entrance fee and we 
were able to admit him to our Home 
for the Aged, where to the end he re- 
mained cne of our most grateful mem- 
bers. 


Not everyone is as fertunate as Mrs. 
A., to whom the attention of a Sister 
was likewise turned at the same dis- 
pensary. She was a God-fearing woman, 
but so feeble that she was utterly un- 
able to even contribute to her support. 
The winter was approaching and she 
had neither provisions nor fuel. Ener- 
getic action had to be taken. The Sis- 
ter in charge of the dispensary made 
application for her admission to our 
Home, and undertcok to collect the 
amount required for her admission. 
Her first letter was written to a benev- 
olent wealthy woman, who had on pre- 
vious cecasions supported the Sister 
materially in her work among the poor. 
Imagine the surprise, when instead 
of a mere contribution toward the 


required fund, the letter contained a- 


check for the entire amount and $50 
in addition for the neccessary outfit 
of Mrs. A. The final arrangements 
were socn complete and another weary 
pilgrim was no Icnger lonesome, no 
longer in want, no longer filled with 
worry about the future. She was 
so grateful for this Christian home, 
with which even a beautiful chapel is« 
connected where she with others of 
the Home attend daily services con- 
ducted by the pastor. It is little wonder 
that even the weariness passes away 
to some degree, and the pilgrimage 
continues longer than at first supposed. 
Our Home has fifty others, only three 
of which are less than seventy years 
old, while seventeen are more than 
eighty years of age, three of these 
above ninety. It speaks well for the 
treatment received when several mem- 
bers of this group have been at the 
Home almost twenty years. There is 
no class of people more miserable and 


helpless than the feeble man and 
woman who have nothing to look for- 
ward to: except a continually increas- 
ing measure of heIplessness and hope- 
lessness until the Lord calls them 
hence. It is the duty of the Church 
to provide Homes for this type, es- 
pecially for those of her own house- 
hold faith. But what are Homes with- 
out the right Home makers? Deacon- 
esses are trained also for such work. 
Let us strengthen their hands and in- 
crease their number. | 


ANOTHER PARISH ADDED 


Trinity Lutheran Church, Norris- 
town, the Rev. Paul Z. Strodach, D. D., 
pastor, has been added to the con- 
gregations served by Sisters from our’ 
Motherhouse. After patiently waiting 
for some time, we could hold out to 
the pastor the possibility of granting 
their urgent request. We are happy to 
report that we could release Sister 
Anna Heinzmann from her work in 
the Lankenau School for the position 
of parish deaconess in this large and 
active congregation. She entered upon 
her work on Sunday, October 1. At the 
evening service she was formally in- 
stalled in the presence of a congre- 
gation which filled the large church to 
the doors. The pastor of the Mother- 


house preached the sermon, based on 


II Cor. 5,14. “The love of Christ con- 
straineth us,” a fitting watch-word for 
the congregation no less than for the 
Sister in this service of the Lord. At 
the special request of Dr. Strodach 
the act of installation was performed 
by the President of Synod, the Rev. 
H. A. Weller, D. D. 


Sister Anna has been given a warm 
welcome, perhaps the more so as some 
of the church council have hoped for 
the past twenty years to get a parish 
deaccness. She is rooming at the Y. 
W. C. A., and has her cffice in the 
finely equipped parish house. On Mon- 
day, October 9th she opened her Kin- 
dergarten,. which for the present at 
least has to be limited to twenty-five 
children. 


t= 


Quite a number of Sisters were pres- 
ent at the installation, but every one 
of the Sisterhcod extends to her the 
best wishes for God’s guidance and 
blessing. 


DR. CHRISTIAN GOLDER 


We who are in the deaconess work, 
are deeply interested in the progress 
of the diaconate along conservative 
lines every where throughout this land. 
‘With special interest have we for years 
been following the development of this 
work in the German part of the Meth- 
odist Church. While elsewhere this 
denomination has flourishing training 
schools, the German Methcdists have a 
Motherhouse for which they have every 
reason to thank Gcd. It ranks fore- 
most in this country, and has extended 
its influence far beyond the borders 
of its own denomination. This Mother- 
house is located in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
and was founded by Dr. Christian 
Golder, who was called to his heav- 
enly reward about two months ago. For 
years I had hoped to make the personal 
acquaintance of this great leader in 
deaconess work, but though I had 
some correspondence with him, I did 
not have the pleasure of meeting him 
. personally. His sister, Louise, how- 
ever, the directing Sister of the Cin- 
cinnati Motherhouse, 
this position since its organization in 
1896, has visited our Philadelphia 
Motherhouse. On this occasion we 
quickly realized that we had many in- 
terests in common. It is, therefore, 
but natural, that also we should feel 
deeply the loss which has come to her, 
to the complex institution under he 
direction, and to the entire diaconate 
in this country. During his illness, 
‘extending over the past few years, Dr. 
Golder’s former position was ably filled 
by his successor, the Rev. J. A. Diek- 
mann, D. D., from whose article in the 
_ last number of “Bethesda,” the official 
paper of the Motherhouse, we quote the 
following appreciation: 

“Dr. Christian Golder, founder of 
fhe deaconess work in the German 
branch of the Methcdist Church in 
America, and for twenty-five years 
the President of Bethesda Hospital, 
died in -Cincinnati, Ohio, Saturday, 
August 5, after a Betas and pro- 
longed illness. * * 


“Dr. Golder was a master builder. 


He had a creative mind that started — 


things. During the past decades there 
has hardly been a movement of im- 
portance in his church to which he was 
not a party. His wise counsel and safe 
judgment were sought in every enter~ 


who has held ~ 
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prise. His greatest creation was the 
Bethesda Hospital in Cincinnati, Ohio, | 
and the deaconess work in the Ger- | 
man Methodist Church. This will ever 
remain his monument. The church at 
first was indifferent, almost hostile, 
toward this movement, and for twenty 
years Dr. Golder voiced his convictions 
before the Conferences, and through 
the press, until at last the church saw 
the light, and in 1896 founded the 
Motherhouse in Cincinnati. Today we 
kave a great central plant at this 
place, with hospitals, branch homes, 
and stations throughout the land, rep- 
resenting a value of $1,750,000, with 
almost one hundred deaconesses and 
ene hundred and fifty students, and 
radiating golden streams of mercy 
into thousands of homes. All this has 
grown out of the loins of his faith. 
He has had many competent and loyal 
co-workers, but his was the inspiring 
EGAN NANG bear cachet ciara eS 

“After all, success in life does not 
come so much because of one’s phys- 
ical resources, or mental powers, or 
diligent labors. The secret of success 
in most lives is one’s personality. Per- 
sonality defies analysis, but it is a 
real power. It is a strange combina- 
tion of physical, mental, tempera- 
mental, and spiritual qualities. Dr. 
Golder possessed an overflowing per- 
sonality, which immediately impressed 
itself upon his fellowmen. The out- 
standing features of his personality 
were courage, faith, vision, faithful- 
ness and leadership.” 

Surely the memory of such a man 
must ever remain an inspiration te 


those who follow! 
2 Bod DE Bis 


We gratefully acknowledge contri- 
butions in amounts up to one dollar 
received for the Deaconess Messenger 
from the following readers: 

Mrs. Justice Burnett. Miss A. Iauff- 
mann, Miss Lecna Kisthardt, Miss Car- 
rie Knoob, Mrs. Reimer, Mrs. H. Beegle. 
Miss Anna Miller, Mrs. Edward Biemel, 
Miss Doretta C. Thielker, Miss Bar- 
bara Lang, Miss Frieda Grundhooski, 
Miss Emma Beutenmiller, Mr. F. C. 
Hassold and Miss Edith Graul. 

Love’s secret is to be always doing 
things for God, and not to mind be- 
cause they are such very little ones. 

—F W. FABER. 
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SUMMER AT THE SEASHORE 


At the southern extremity of New 
Jersey where the Delaware River 
meets the ocean, is Cape May. The 
city of Cape May, by far the oldest 
of the celebrated shore resorts, pa- 
tronized chiefly by the wealthy South- 
ern families before the Civil War, lies 
fully on the ocean shore about three 
miles above the real cape: In the 
middle of the ’70’s a new and rather 
exclusive resort was built here called 
Cape May Point. The streets begin 
about two miles below Cape May City 
at the Coast. Guard Station near the 
lighthouse, and extend in a narrow 
belt around the Point to the shore of 
Delaware Bay, at this point about 
twelve miles wide. If the weather 
is at all clear, Cape Henlopen on the 
Delaware shore is easily seen. These 
names recall the fact that away back 
in the middle of the seventeenth cen- 
tury the Delaware shore was settled 
by the Lutheran Swedes, the Jersey 
shore by the Dutch, and as these ccn- 
quered the fcrmer, so they in turn 
were conquered by the English. It 
is worthy of note that today Cape May 


County claims to have a larger num-_ 


ber of direct descendants of the Pil- 
grim Fathers who came in the “May 
Flower,” than any other county in this 
country. Whether this be correct or 
_ het, Cape May City still has many re- 
minders of its former glory, and 
though Cape May Point originally 
planned as a religious resort similar 
to Ocean Grove, that stronghold cf 
Methodism, has also lest its former 
fame and splendor, it retains even 
today an atmosphere of quiet refine- 
ment. 


Among the summer residents at- 
tracted in the early days were men 
of means and influence like Mr. John 
Wanamaker, the late Prof. Dr. Spaeth, 
and cour Father Lankenau. He built 
the Villa Lankenau right cn the shore 
of the sea as a rest-house for the Sis- 
ters during the summer months. The 
building is surrounded ty a fine lawn, 
beyond which are vegetable gardens. 


Across the street, back of the villa, is 


the pastor’s bungalow, and on the 


corner to the east is the extensive 


property of the President of our Board, 
Mr. William P. M. Braun, whose beau- 
tifully furnished bungalow with its 
spacious reception room is the center 


of our. sccial life. The girls cf the 
Lakenau School Cottage, about three 
blccks away, contribute their full. 
share to the Sunday evening gather- 
ings and other pleasant occasions. In 
August all look forward with genuine 
delight, especially to Mr. Braun’s birth- 
day. The schol girls furnish the en- 


‘tertainment and succeeded also this 


season in presenting a very enjoyable 
program, while Mrs. Braun served 
plentiful and choice refreshments. 
There is nothing formal about these 
affairs, for all feel they are one large 
family. Of course Mrs. Spaeth and her 
gifted daughter, Carola, lifelong 
friends of Mr. and Mrs. Braun, are 
also with us. To the latter, a musician 
and an artist, we owe deep gratitude 
for giving us a number of musical 
evenings. She is ably seconded by 
Mr. Braun, who has succeeded in keep- 
ing up his music along with his exten- 
sive business responsibilities and his 
duties as treasurer cf the Germantown 
Orphans’ Home and president of our 
corporation. For the past two seasons 
Mrs. E. GC. Cronk has been the guest 
of Mrs. Braun, so that ali had the 
privilege of becoming still better ac- 
quainted with this great leader in 
women’s work. 

Our summer at the seashore is a 
great blessing in every way, offering 
wonderful opportunities for recreation 
and inspiration and strengthening the 
bonds of fellowship and friendship 
which are so helpful in whole-hearted 
co-cperation for the advancement of 
the great cause in which we are serv~ 
ing the Lord. ) 


On October 6th Sister Alice went to 
New York for three days to be with 
Dr. and Mrs. Morehead, her sister, who 
with their daughter, had just arrived 
from Europe. We rejoice to hear 
that Dr. Morehead is recovering from 
the acute illness due ta exposure and 
hardships, especially the lack of ade- 
quate food, while in relief ‘work in 
Russia as Commissioner of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council. Though it 
may take some months before he will 
be in condition to return to Europe, we 
trust his mere presence in this country 
may inspire our peop!e to continue un- 
abated their best effcrts to help relieve 
the distress over there. 


- OUR CLASS OF CANDIDATES 


The course of instructicn for the 
candidates for the diaconate was open- 
ed Monday, October 2. The pastor’s 
text for his introductory address was 
the parable of the Laborers in the 
Vineyard, Matt. 20, 1-16. We were glad 
to welcome into the class Miss Maria 
Baum, from St. Paul’s' Lutheran 
Church, Philadelphia, a graduate of 
the Episcopal Hospital Training School 
for Nurses; Miss Sophia Moeller, of 
Kings Creek, S. C., who previously 
spent two years in our Motherhouse, 
and comes to us not as a stranger, and 
Miss Marie Beck, from Columbus, Ohio. 
Likewise do we welcome the return 
cf the six probation Sisters, who en- 
tered the work in the spring when 
they received only a six weeks’ pre- 
liminary course of instruction. 


In the two years’ course for Chris- 
tian workers and kindergarteners are 
enrolled Miss Marie Frese, of Jersey 
City; Miss Adeline Ackermann, of 
Tonawanda, N. Y.; Miss Margaret 
Schuber, of Mt. Vernon, N. Y.; Miss 
Lois Lippard, daughter of our mission- 
ary to Japan, the Rey. Dr. C. K. Lip- 
pard, and Mrs. Mark Heiler, who suc- 
cessfully completed the course for kin- 
dergarten workers last year. 

We are very fortunate to have Sister 
Julia Mergner, our new Directing Sis- 
ter, as one of the staff cf instructors, 
especially in the study of the Bible 
and Diaconics, of which‘subjects she 
has made a ree etndy for many 
years. 

May the Christ whom we serve, add 
His blessing to the instructicn here 
given and make of all these young 
women consecrated workers in His 
service! j 


THE PITTSBURGH CONVENTION 


The third convention of the Women’s 
Missionary Society of the U.L. C. in 
America, held at Pittsburgh Septem- 
ber 26-29, had a large representation 
from the three Motherhouses on its 
territory, about twenty-eight dea- 
conesses being able ‘to attend. The 
Philadelphia Motherhouse was repre- 
sented by the Sisters Anna Heinzman, 
Anna Hundt and Grace Lauer, and 
Sister Emma Francis from the Virgin 
Islands, now doing parish work among 
her own people in New. York City. 
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Our Sisters, together with Sisters Em- 
ma Rapps and Mina Pape, from the 
Milwaukee Motherhouse, were hcs- 
pitably entertained at the Passavant 
Hospital. Here Dr. William Passa- 
vant, of blessed memory in 1849, made 
the first attempt to transplant the 
deaconess work into this country by 
the introduction of four deaconesses 
from the Motherhouse in Kaiserwerth- 
cn-the-Rhine, brought over by Pastor 
Fliedner himself. 

The watchword of the saeecn sion! 
“The hand of God was to give them 
cne heart to do the commandment of 
the King,’ II Chron., 30, 12, was mani- 
fested throughout the entire conven- 
tion in the spirit of unity and co- 
operation as well as of gratitude to 
God for His past mercies. The daily 
periods of meditation and interces- 
sion were very helpful to all. 

_ A review of the work during the past 
bi-ennium of all departments of 
church activity, was given either by 
a board representative or by a mis- 
sionary active in the field and one 
could not .refrain from exclaiming 
“What hath Ged wrought!” The report 
ef the Deaconess Board was presented 
by Sister Sophia Jepson, Directing Sis- 
ter of the Baltimore Motherhouse. On 
Wednesday morning about twenty-five 
deaconesses from the three Mother- 
houses were presented to the audience, 
each cne announcing her particular 
fie:d of labor, educational work, parish 
work, foreign mission work, nursing 
and various forms of institutional ac- 


- tivity being represented. 


The necessity of training our girls 
end young women was_ especially 
stressed when one afternoon was de- 
voted to the work of the Light Brigade 
and the work among students and col- 
lege women. May the hearts of many 
of our young girls and young women 
have been touched by the appeals for 
laborers in the foreign and home fields 
and particularly in the deaconess Call- 
ing whcre so great an opportunity is 
offered to young women to use any 
talent they may possess and to in- 
crease its power a hundred fold! 

We were pleased to receive at the 
convention a copy of the new packet, 
“Deaconess Service—An Open Door,” 
the gift of the Deaconess Secretary, 
Mrs. W. P. M. Braun. This packet con- 
tains three leaflets, viz.: Florenee 
Nightingale’s Choice,” by Mrs. E. C. 
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Cronk. “Why I am glad I decided to 
be a Deaconess,” testimonials from 
eight deaconesses of the United Luth- 
eran Church, and “In His Steps,” a 
fac-simile of the three beautiful paint- 
ings ‘by Mr. Franz Lesshaft, repre- 
senting three forms of deaconess serv- 
ice and exhibited for the first time at 
this convention. 

It was indeed a great privilege to 
attend such an inspiring convention of 
the church’s representatives and lead- 
ers of her women’s work, but we ap- 
preciate no less the helpful personal 
contact with many of them and with 
Sisters of the other Motherhouses. 


OUR SCHOOL 


On the 19th of September the Lan- 
kenau School for Girls reopened with 
119 pupils enrolled. Even the day be- 
fore, on Monday, the boarders had ar- 
rived, filling the house with life’ and 
laughter. Last year’s pupils returned, 
taking possession of the accustomed 
balls and rooms, glad to be back and 
meet old friends ~again and eager for 
work. The new girls came with the 
well-known expression on their faces 
which seems to say, “I wonder how I 
shall like it.” 


Tuesday morning the school year 
began, as customary, with a service in 
our Chapel. The pastor read the les- 
son of the talents and plead with the 
girls to follow Solomon’s example in 
praying God for a wise and under- 
standing heart in order to fit them for 
meeting the great responsibilities of 
life as well as those of the present 
school year. 


After the service, pupils and faculty 
returned to class rooms where text 
books were given out and work was 
begun in.earnest. We hope that this 
year every one of our girls will attain 
the standard held before them. 


The annual reception by the faculty 
was given to the girls on the evening 
of Septemker 28, in the auditorium’ of 
the school, which had been beautifully 
decorated with autumn leaves “and 
flowers. Chairs and tables were placed 
in such a way as to allow small groups 
to gather in an informal manner. After 
a warm welcome extended by Sister 
Margaret, the chief feature of the 
evening was the presentation of the 
members of the faculty by throwing 


their shadow on a white curtain 
stretched across the platform of the 
darkened auditorium. This caused 
such merriment and laughter that the 
girls were cnly tco anxious in their 
turn to be introduced in like manner. 
Miss. Benkert, one of our teachers, 
added to the interest cf the evening by 
telling about her trip to Germany and 
Switzerland, from where she had just 
returned, showing pictures and. ar- 
ticles she had brought with her, and 
Eleanore Sachs,: one cf the senior 
pupils, who had spent her vacation in 
Venezuela, South America, gave a 
short account of what she had seen 
and experienced there. 


On October 4th a garden party was 
held at the school under the general 
supervision of Sister Marie Preuss, 
who had proposed it. The fish pond 
and various other well stocked booths 
containing home-made candies, fancy 
articles, aprons, handkerchiefs, etc., 
were patronized until sold out. Re- 
freshments were served in the garden 
as well as in the auditorium which 
was beautifully decorated, suggesting 
a garden in autumnal dress. 

Through the untiring, efforts of the 
Drexel Lankenau Association and the. 
generosity and kindness of many 
friends, the affair proved to be most 
successful. The proceeds will help to 
defray the cost of the new refrigerat- 
ing plant installed during the summer. 
It is a circulating system and proves 
to be a great saving in labor and food- 
stuffs. 


On Sunday, September 24th, our Sun- 
day School was reorganized. We are 
happy that in additicn to our regular’ 
graded classes we may report that 
some of our seniors have been enrolled 
in a teachers’ training class. 

The Senior Missionary Society re- 
sumed its meetings with a membership 
of thirty-two. The Light Brigade has 
reported an enrollment of fifty-seven. 
The members of both organizations,: 
under the supervision of their respec- 
tive leaders, conduct their own meet- | 
ings and take an active par in all dis- 
cussions. 

One of the chief aims of our Sunday 
School and Missionary Societies is to. 
give our girls a thorough training 
in the activities of our church so as to. 
enable them later to be of real serv-. 
ice to their home congregations ony to 
the Church at large. 


ITEMS OF INTEREST 


Reverend and Mrs. E. C. Cronk both 


were patients in the Lankenau Hos- 


pital for several, days of the past 
menth. Their son, Jack, also has been 
here, having undergone an operattion 
for appendicitus, 
covered very nicely. 


The wife of the Rev..M. F. Traub, 
our missionary on furlough from Mon- 
rovia, has been with us for some 
weeks, improving slowly. . 


Otto Evers, the 13-year-old son of 
Rev. F. O. Evers, the pastor of old 
Zion’s Church, Philadelphia, is also 
here, seriously ill. 


Reverend Harry 
Gouldsboro, Pa., 
recent serious operation. 


Cressman, of 


Sister Bertha Mueller has been ill 
for the past two weeks. We are glad 
to say that her condition is much 
improved. 


We were all very happy when Sister 
Marie Koeneke, our superintendent of 
nursing, was well enough to leave the 
hospital. She had been quite ill for 
some time and her helpful. presence 
as superintendent of nursing in, the 
hospital was sadly missed. We all 


hope that the sunshine and salt air. 


cf Cape May Point will send her back 
to us with new health and vigor. 


“Among the recent guests of the 
Motherhouse were Pastor Pfeiffer, of 
the Motherhouse in Hamburg; Sister 
Antonia Knetsch, of the Motherhouse 
in Finkenwalde, near Stettin, where 
over 800 destitute children are cared 
for; Pastor Fritschel, of the Milwaukee 
Motherhouse; Rev. Oefstedahl, of the 
Norwegian Motherhouse, in Chicago; 
Sister Marie Folkvard, of the. Nor- 
wegian Motherhouse in Minneapolis, 
with two of their nurses; the Rev. 
Dr. Frank Clare English, of Luke’s 
Hospital, Cleveland, and general sec- 
retary of the American Protestant Hos- 
pital Association, and the Rev. G. Frit- 
schel, with his wife and daughter, on 
their homeward trip from an extended 
tour through Germany and Switzer- 
land. ‘Mrs. Fritschel is a sister of 
our Sister Friederike Osterman, who 


from which he re.-. 


is recovering from a. 
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Summer school at Northfield was at- 
tended by two of our Sisters, who 
aroused considerable interest and were 
given an CROLEY. to speak of their 
work. 

Sister Alice Fisher, in charge of the 
cffice of the Lankenau Hospital, and 
Sister Mary Barbehenn, in charge ‘of 
one of the stations, attended the sum- 
mer school at the Gettysburg Seminary 
while visiting at the latter’s home, 
right on the battlefield. They were 
happy to meet several of their friends 
on the teaching staff. 

We are always happy when Sisters 
are able to attend such classes, but 
regret that the number of our Sisters 
is net sufficient to permit more to be 
relieved from summer duty in order to 
enable them to enroll as regular 
students in educational courses. 

The two Sisters attending Temple 
University have resumed their studies 
there, Sister Frida in the College of 
Pharmacy, and Sister Maude in the 
School of Home Economics. 

Several Sisters of the faculty of our’ 
school have enrolled in classes at the 
University of Pennsylvania. These 
thoroughly enjoyed the rare privilege’ 
cf associating with these relatives from 
Iowa. We are happy to extend such 
hospitality and receive in return rich 
blessings from the friends who come 
to us from distant parts. 


OUR SISTERS AT 
SUMMER, SCHOOLS 


During the summer several of our 
Sisters had the opportunity and the 
privilege of attending summer schools. - 
Two enjoyed a most. profitable eight 
weeks. at State College Summer. Ses-_ 
sion for Teachers, where they met a 
number of Lutheran young women and. 
others much, interested in our work. 
While there they accepted an invitation: 
to present the deaconess work at the 
Lutheran Church: in Bellefonte, a. 
neighboring town. 

While the Mt. Airy Summer School 
was in session several Sisters who 
were then at the Motherhouse, were 
able to attend some of the session. 
Sister Grace Lauer, our training Sis- 
ter, delivered two addresses on the 
deaconess cause. While on her vacation 
Sister Josephine assisted in teaching 
classes at the Week Day Bible School, 
in her home town, Ridgeway, Pa. The 
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opportunities for further educational 


work are given the Sisters that they. 


keep abreast with modern ideas and 
methods and be ever more qualified and 
efficient in the training of children and 
in other specialized work, 


NOTES FROM THE. TRAINING 
SCHOOL FOR NURSES 


The regular theoretical course given 
to the student nurses of the Lankenau 
Hospital Training School was begun 
in the carly part of September. 

The preliminary course given to the 
probation nurses extends over a period 
ef about three months. These students 
are on duty several hours during the 
day, the rest of the day being devoted 
to class. work and recreation. Anatomy 
and physiology, technic, ethies, chem- 
istry and baeteriology are the principal 
subjects taught during this course. 
Lectures, recitations and demonstra- 
tions are used, so that the interested 
student has every opportunity to under- 
stand the why and wherefore of every 
_ procedure with which her future duties 
will bring her in contact. We have a 
beautiful life-size female figure, which 
makes the study of anatomy and phys- 
iolcgy very fascinating. The internal 
organs, in their natural color and size, 
car be readily seen and removed. Blood 
vessels and nerves are very conspic- 
uous and a large number of the mus- 
cles can be detached for closer study. 
We also have a human skeleton for 
the study of bones. Our demonstration 
room is equipped with two hospital 
beds, a chase doll and all the appli- 
ances necessary to demonstrate bed- 
making, baths, packs, the making of 
poultices, stupes, ete. One-half the 
time devoted to chemistry and bacter- 
iology is spent in the pathological 
laboratory connected with the hospital. 
The laboratory work in chemistry em- 
braces a series of experiments which 
are very helpful to the nurse. In bac- 
teriology the microscope is’ fully ex- 
plained: and various cultures are made, 
grown, transplanted and examined. 


Our junior students are given 
courses in massage, dietetics, psychol- 
ogy, surgical and Medical Nursing, 
orthopaedics, materia medica, etc. The 
course in dieteties is given by the 
Sister in charge of the hospital diet 
kitchen. 


The intermediate course includes 
medical and surgical nursing, dietetics, 
emergencies, obstetrics, ete. 

A review of the various subjeets is 
given in the senior year, in addition to 
lectures on public health nursing, dis- 
eases of children, the special senses, 
and contagious diseases. In the study 
of the history of nursing, each student 
is given .a subject on which to write. 
These papers are read before the 
class and in this way a great deal of 
nursing history is brought to light. 

At present we have eighty-seven stu- 
dents enrolled in our training school, 
of these fifty-five per cent are Lutheran 
young women. 


‘OUR KINDERGARTEN 


Our kindergarten resumed its work 
cn Monday, September 18th, with an 
enrollment of almost sixty children 
between three and six years of age. 
They are neighberhocd children and 
represent: several denominations, 
among them is even a little Jewish boy 
who already attended last year. 

This year we have with us four 
young women who are taking the two 
years’ course for Christian workers, 
which course begiris with training in 
kindergarten work. The young women 


-are Miss Adeline Ackerman, of North 


Tonowanda, N. Y.; M’ss Marie Fries, 
of Jersey City; Miss Margaret Schuber, 
of Mount Verncn, N. Y., and Miss Lois 
Lippard, daughter of one of our mis- 
sionaries. to Japan. We are also glad 
to have Mrs. Heller with us again in 
kindergarten, while her husband is 
preparing for the ministry at the Mt. 
Airy Theological Seminary. 


He that does good for good’s sake, 


seeks neither praise nor reward, 
though sure oo both at last. | 
—WM. PENN. 


Pray therefore when the heart is light, 


And He has made thee glad; 
Pray in the dark and. storming night, 
When life has made thee sad; 
Pray with the opening of the day, 
Pray in the great world’s rush, 


' And find repose in prayer to God 


In the evenings calm and hush. 


Whosoever shall confess that Jesus 


~ is the Son cf God, God dwelleth in him, 


and he in God. I John 4:15. 
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